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Personal Words from the Author 

I do not have all the answers. There are some things still 
unrevealed. Thus my continuous search for more of God, 
more knowledge of Jesus' healing method, more faith, more 
love. It is my opinion that the salvation offered by Jesus 
includes good health, and in receiving Christ as your Saviour 
you have every right to let your faith go to him for the heal
ing of your body. 

I know that Jesus is concerned about ill hurt things. He 
watched "even the sparrow's fall" and tells us that we "are 
of greater value than many sparrows." The ministry of heal
ing is an integral part of the work Jesus came mto the 
world to do. It is a ministry he ranks along with teaching 
and preaching. 

Jesus' healings were not spasmodic works of pity, but the 
fruit of his compassion for all hurt things and his conviction 
that sickness is an intruder. Sickness is not part of the plan, 
not devised by God's will, not native to the kingdom of 
God~ Jesus came out of heaven because things were wrong 
in the world. He came forth to challenge the intruders and 
cast them out. Therefore, Jesus, whenever he met sickness, 
set himself to destroy it and to heal the hurt. 

He cast out devils. He healed diseases. He forgave sins. 
He expelled fear. He gave the people life and gave it to them 
more abundantly. 
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6 Exactly How You May Receive Your Heating • . • 

Jesus continually thrills me. I love the way he worked. He 
never said, "Friend, I am sorry, but I cannot heal you be
cause God wills for you to be ill." He did say, "I will come 
and heal him." He never resigned himself to leprosy, to 
blindness, or to any disease among the people. He did not 
shut his ears to the sobs of little children or the cries of 
mothers. 

He wanted the heavy-laden to have his rest, the ill to be 
healed and to rejoin society and assume their rightful obliga
tions. He commanded those he forgave to go and sin no 
more. He told his followers: "Freely ye have received, freely 
give." He warned them they would be persecuted, misun
derstood and sometimes put to death for their testimony. To 
strengthen them he said, "I will send you another Com
forter," which is the Holy Spirit. He said, "I will never leave 
you nor forsake you." 

Jesus gave this ministry of salvation for the soul and heal
ing for the body into the hands of his followers to perpetu
ate throughout the centuries his work of compassion for the 
souls and bodies of men. Jesus Christ is the same today 
as he was then. Servants of God are still hearing the com
mand of Jesus to "preach the gospel" and "heal the sick." 
I believe I heard Christ's command in 1947 and the growth 
of my ministry from its small beginning to a world-wide 
force for good is surely evidence of the blessing of God 
upon it. Without him we are nothing and can do nothing. 
With him "we can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth us." 

The healings have become a most powerful instrument to 
win souls to Christ. Today our Crusades are much more 
effective for souls than in 1947. 

This is scriptural for we believe salvation of the soul· is 
God's greatest mirade, and healing for the body actually 
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begins in the soul. The more like Christ we are the stronger 
our faith will be for our healing. 

Healing is here to stay. God is helping us bring 1esus to 
the people. They feel his presence and know it is real. 

At first the world seemed to scoff and shrug off this great 
resurgence of faith. It was said to be psychology, or mass 
hysteria. But today the world looks at it differently, for 
people everywhere have loved ones and friends who have 
been to the Crusades or have seen our television programs 
and received help. They now know there is something to it. 

Our ministry carries us throughout the United States 
and several foreign lands each year. The calls are many and 
the need is great. We are daily asked to pray for new people. 
Actually, it is a terribly exciting ministry. We have the 
thanks and love of the many who are being saved or healed. 
People who seek my ministry are so eager to believe, so 
expectant, that I have the matchless privilege of preaching 
only positive things. The percentage of conversions is in
creasing in every Crusade and the number receiving healing 
is rising steadily. We know it is God who is doing it for we 
are but flesh. More and more we understand Jesus' words 
that we, at our best, are "unprofitable servants" and must 
depend completely upon him and give him all the glory. 

Now as you start reading this book, please know that it 
was written for you personally, every word of it. Jt has 
taken a long time, for it is not easy to explain things that 
pertain to the Spirit. It is easy to complicate, hard to simpli
fy. And yet I do feel the Lord has helped us as we wrote the 
words. It is possible for you to be healed in soul and body 
before you complete the reading of this book. It is also 
possible that you may have to read this book several times, 
and perhaps engage in an earnest search, before you receive 
your healing. 
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I am in the stream and the flame is in my heart. The 
compassion Christ instilled in my heart in 1947 is in me with 
greater intensity today. 

Please feel that I am with you now in spirit, in love and in 
faith. There is no distance in God or in prayer. God is there 
with you. He is here with me. Read with an open mind, ask 
God to help you grasp the true meaning, and accept what I 
believe he has told me to write in this book. 

-ORAL ROBERTS 

TULSA 2, OKLAHOMA 



What God Is Able to Do 
He Is Willing to Do 

Everyone who acknowledges the existence of God also ac
knowledges the ability of God. It is his willingness which is 
doubted. 

What God can do for us is significant only as we believe he 
will do these things for us. The truth is that Jesus, who came 
to earth to show us what God is like, proved that what God 
can do for us, he will do, if we conform to his will and 
believe. 

This is a marvelous thing in our eyes. 
To believe that God can, but not to believe that he will, 

is futility. To believe that God promises, but not to believe 
that he will keep his promise is worse than futility, for God 
is what his Word is. 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God." 

To know the wonder of what God will do for you, you 
must know the wonder of what God can do for you. God 
has not locked up his ability. He did not send Jesus to ex
hibit the vast resources of his power merely to mock man's 
need. God made his great power known to man only be
cause he wants man to draw upon that power. 

Full and running over, that is your cup. 

9 



10 Exactly How You May Receive Your Healing. 

God's willingness and eagerness to use his ability to save 
and heal and bless 11s is the most exciting discovery I ever 
made. It will be your most exciting discovery. 

I was in very grave circumstances and deep personal need 
when I discovered what God is able and willing to do for me. 
Subsequently, I was healed when at the point of death with 
a lung disease and also of a stammering tongue. I was given a 
special work to do for his glory. 

How indescribable is the depth of God's love! 
Martha made this great discovery in the time of Jesus. 

When her brother, Lazarus, became ill, she sent word to the 
Lord hoping that he would come in time to heal. But Jesus 
delayed, knowing it was the will of the Father for him to 
perform a greater miracle than merely to heal his beloved 
friend. 

Not comprehending this, Martha poured out her grief to 
Jesus upon his arrival: "Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died." 

Note how Jesus led her gently to her great discovery:, 
"Martha, thy brother shall rise again." 
"Yea, Lord," Martha replied, "I know that he shall rise 

again in the resurrection at the last day." How sad Martha 
was at missing what she thought to be her only chance to 
bring effectual help to her brother. 

Then Jesus revealed to her, and to mankind, one of the 
great secrets of God's power when he said to this grief
stricken woman: 

"Martha, I am the resurrection, and the life." 
Can you not see this truth penetrating the very ~oul of 

Martha, who had been thinking: "Jesus, you could, but you 
wouldn't. Now it is too late"? 

Can you not see the joy of her realization when it became 
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clear to her that Jesus was saying, "Martha, I am on time. I 
can and I will raise your brother"? 

It is difficult to grasp this truth, for all great discoveries 
have elusive qualities. So it was for Martha, whose limited 
vision was expressed in her despair: "Yes, Lord, I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection." 

Then came the discovery, as light transcends the darkness: 
"Martha, I am. I ain the resurrection." 
Thus did the Lord cause Martha both to know what God 

could do for her and what he would do for her. Thus did he 
show her he would do it for her now if only she would 
believe. 

Martha obviously believed Jesus and his power. She be
lieved that had he arrived "yesterday" or if she waited until 
the resurrection, God would raise Lazarus. She did not 
doubt his ability. She doubted his willingness. She had faith 
for the past and future but no faith for the present. To her, 
Jesus' day was either yesterday or yet to come in eternity. 

Jesus, however, replied: "I am." 
He showed her he is not dated-that every day is his day. 
God never changes. Christ, to whom God committed all 

things, also never changes. He came to do the will of God. 
He is the same today and forever. 

In the youth of Jesus-his 33 years-we see the eternal 
youth of God, who is not one day older today than he was 
when he created the earth and gave life to man and woman. 
He will be just as young in eternity. Jesus also is not one day 
older today than when he asked Martha: 

"Believest thou this?" 
When Martha responded joyfully, "Yea, Lord, I believe," 

Jesus immediately inquired where they had laid Lazarus, 
and quickly was on his way to the grave where he called 
Lazarus forth. 
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People often say to me, "If 1 had lived in Jesus' day, I 
too could have believed for greater miracles." 

But today is just as much Jesus' day as then, for he is 
unchanged, still 33 years of age, still the Son of God and 
the great I Am, still able and willing to heal the sick, give 
sight to the blind, and the life more abundant to all his 
children. 

Every day is Jesus' day. "I am the Lord. 1 change ,not!" 
Today he comes to heal you. You need not daydream 

either of the past or of eternity. Actually, it is better to be 
alive now than to have walked with Jesus on the sun-warmed 
shores of Galilee, for today we know more about Jesus; to
day we understand him better; today, in the light of all that 
is established about him, we can believe more positively and 
instantly. 

What God can do is evident in what Jesus of Nazareth 
did. What God will do also is evident in what Jesus of 
Nazareth did. For Jesus was anointed with the Holy Ghost 
and with power for all time to come. 

Jesus' time is always now. 
Anna Williams, in this twentieth century, discovered that 

God is willing to do that which he is able to do. She suf
fered a severely fractured leg complicated by a blood clot, 
polio, and spondylitis. A hopeless, helpless cripple, she feared 
she was confined to a wheel chair for the remainder of her 
life. 

Man could do nothing for her. 
Then a friend, also named Anna-Anna Weeks-gave her 

a radiant description of the miraculous healings she and her 
husband, Harold, had witnessed on our television program. 
For the first time, hope returned to Anna Williams. 

On the next Sunday the two families gathered around the 
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television set and listened as I spoke on "Simon Peter, or the 
Making Power of God." 

"The making power of God," breathed Anna Williams, 
"that is just exactly what I need. I need to be made over by 
the power of God." 

She felt expectancy, that maybe Jesus would heal her 
that very day. She watched a little crippled boy instantly 
healed by God's power. She watched him run triumphantly 
across the platform after I prayed to Jesus that the boy be 
healed. Then Anna Williams ceased to hope. She knew. 

"By faith," she declared later, "I saw myself as that little 
b9Y, running, leaping, and walking-healed by the power of 
God." 

Anna Williams saw what God can do. She saw what God 
did, for what God can do, he will do. God never wastes his 
power; he uses it. 

Before the eyes of Anna Williams, by means of television, 
I appeared upon the screen, giving her the feeling that I 
was right in the room with her, so keen was her expectancy, 
so eager was her faith. I stretched out my hand, compas
sionately urging all to place their hands upon their 
hearts and pray with me for someone who needed God's 
healing. I did not know Anna Williams was watching, but I 
knew people who needed God's healing power were watch
ing everywhere. I asked God to heal them. 

"Our hands went up," Anna Williams told us later, "al
most simultaneously to our hearts for the prayer." 

At that moment the power of the Holy Spirit entered her 
weak, almost helpless body. A tingling sensation danced in 
and through her being. 

"My legs felt strangely alive," she said. "An overpowering 
compulsion commanded me to get up and walk." 
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Anna Williams did walk. And one of the first things she 
did was to lift up her baby in her arms and hold that 
precious little body in the air-a joy she had never expected 
to experience with such a glorious freedom of movement. 

What an excited group of people it was in that little 
room! 

Everyone extolled the name of Jesus with happy shouts of 
praise for the miracle performed. The room was filled with 
the wonder of what God will do today.*" 

God is just as able, just as willing, to meet my need
and your need. He "is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think." What he is able to do
and he is always able-he is willing to do, for he is always 
willing. 

Whatever your need, God can fulfill it. 
God will fulfill it. 
Only believe and know that all you believe God can do 

he will do for you. 
"Praise the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his 

benefits." 

*' The Anna Williams story was printed on the front pages of 
major newspapers in the United States. 
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How to Make Your Believing 

a Definite Act of Faith 

"If thou canst believe. . • ." 
While Jesus was on the Mount of Transfiguration with 

three of his beloved disciples, a distraught father brought his 
afflicted son for healing. When the father was told where 
Jesus was, he placed his child at the feet of the nine, and 
asked them to pray. 

The disciples' prayer was without result. 
Hope dashed, in distress he took up his child and 

started to return home. Suddenly, the people began' to 
shout, and he looked back to see Jesus coming down from 
the Mount, his face shining above the brightness of the sun. 

New hope surged in the father's breast. Here was the 
Great Physician himself. What the disciples could not do, 
he thought exultantly, Jesus could do. 

The man rushed to Jesus and said, "Sir, if thou canst do 
anything, have compassion on us and help us" (MARK 9: 22 ). 

Jesus said, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth" (MARK 9: 23) . 

Jesus knew that the father had placed his son at the feet 
of his disciples. He knew the reason why healing had not 
resulted. 

"If thou," he said to the man, "if thou canst believe, all 
J6 
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things are possible." In other words, Jesus was' trying to 
make it clear to the man that there was nothing wrong with 
the child which a definite act of faith wouldn't cure. 

The father understood. "Lord," he said, "I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief" (MARK 9:24). 

Jesus helped that man make his believing a definite act of 
faith, as you must do if you need healing. The child was 
instantly healed. 

There is a way, which you must understand, to make 
your faith a definite act-one definite transaction-and 
bring it to a climax so that it can be fully released. In this 
way, healing will be yours. In this way, you may show 
others how they may be healed also. 

"If thou canst believe, all things are possible .... " 
You cannot presume that God will heaL Wishing is not 

enough, nor is a burning desire for healing enough. Your 
faith can act only upon clear evidence. You must know that 
God will heal. There is no substitute for making your believ
ing a definite act of faith, which you can do only with 
substantial evidence. 

There are three evidences upon which I base my own 
personal faith for healing: 

I. The evidence of God's personal proInise in his Holy 
Word. 

2. The evidence of anointed preaching. 
3. The evidence of God's marvelous providence. 

When you have confirmed these three evidences, you are 
ready to believe. 

God's Personal Promise 
A shabbily dressed man entered a large banking institution 

and asked to see the president. "What do you want to see 
the president about?" he was asked. 
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"I have come to get the hundred dollars he promised me," 
the man replied confidently. 

Whereupon they ushered him into the elegant office of 
the president saying, "This man claims that you have 
promised him a hundred dollars." 

"I don't recall promising you a hundred dollars," said the 
president. 

"Well, you did." 
The banker then demanded, "Where is your evidence 

that I made you such a promise?" 
Reaching into his pocket for a paper, the man thrust it 

forward. "Here is my proof." 
Written on the paper were these words: "Upon presenta

tion of this note, I promise to lend an amount up to one 
hundred dollars .... " The president recognized his own 
signature at the bottom of the note. 

"Now I remember," he smiled, "give this man his hundred 
dollars." 

Obviously, the man was in desperate need, but it was not 
his need alone which secured the loan. It was the 'clear 
evidence he presented that this particular banker had prom
ised him a loan of one hundred dollars. He did not presume 
upon the kindness of the president; he established his right 
with evidence. 

Tome the clearest evidence in the world for healing is . 
Christ's personal promise in John 10: 10: "I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly." Here Christ specifically offers to give us life 
over, above, and beyond ordinary life; he offers to make us 
more than what we are, and to give us more than what we 
have. He offers to us his own healthy, undivided humanity; 
the wisdom of his keen, intelligent mind; the warmth and 
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wholeness of his personality; the deep, spiritual forces of his 
own Spirit. 

Whoever and whatever touched Jesus, or was touched by 
him, was increased. 

Jesus touched a little boy's loaves and fishes and they 
became sufficient for five" thousand people. 

He touched a withered limb and it was made as whole as 
the other. 

He touched a demoniac and he regained his right mind. 
A woman with an issue of blood touched his garment and 

she was healed of her plague. 
Jesus came against sickness and disease. He was deeply 

moved to compassion when he saw people who were sick 
and a:fflicted. So great was his love that he identified himself 
with them in their suffering. He touched them and allowed 
them to touch him. He placed healing within their reach, 
and when they believed, he said, "Thy faith hath made thee 
whole" (LuKE 8:48). 

"If thou canst believe ... " (MARK 8:23). 

Anointed Preaching Is the Second Evidence 
The Bible says, "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 

by the word of God" (ROMANS 10: 17). 

Faith, like oil in the ground, must be brought forth and 
put into action to be useful. I grew up as a boy among the 
oil fields of Oklahoma. My father sold his small farm the 
year before oil was struck in our community, so we never 
personally shared in the wealth from the oil which was 
discovered on our farm. 

We lived near a family who were impoverished until the 
day a big oil well on their land gushed hundreds of feet into 
the air, spraying the ground nearby. The farmer took off his 
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old battered hat, caught it full of oil, and ran home to his 
wife, exclaiming, "We're rich, and we'll never have to work 
again as long as we live. You'll never have to wash and iron 
or work in the fields. We'll get us a big car and see the 
world." 

He went from poverty to riches in one day; yet, all 'this 
oil had lain in deposit under his farm' for centuries. Some
one had to discover it, drill for it, and release it. 

So you must do. You must discover your faith, take hold 
of it, and release it. 

Faith cometh, but how? 

Faith Comes by Hearing the Anointed Preaching of the 
Word of God 

It is not enough to read the Bible; one must hear it 
preached, for "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God." The man preaching must have something 
besides words. He must have the Spirit of God. Jesus said, 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me," and "he hath anpinted 
me to preach the gospel" (LuKE 4: I8). 

The preacher without the Spirit has only "the letter" of 
the Word, for the Bible says, "The letter killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life" (2 CORINTHIANS 3: 6). 

The only preacher in the world who can help you release 
your faith is one with the Spirit of God upon his soul. He 
must be anointed to preach. It is worth everything to hear 
such a person open the Scripture, for he will help you make 
your faith strong and active. His will be a word with 
power. 

God's Providence Is Evidence 

One evening in a Pennsylvania Crusade, while we were 
filming a prayer line for our television series, the pastor of 
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a large eastern church was brought before me. He was 
partially paralyzed, and apparently had been getting worse 
every day. But there was the shine of faith in his eyes and I 
felt the Spirit of God reaching through my own soul in 
response. "Brother, why are you here?" I asked. 

He replied, "You and I were supposed to meet here." 
The afflicted pastor believed it was within God's mar

velous providence for us to meet on that particular evening. 
I had come from Oklahoma; he had traveled from New 
Jersey. We were "supposed to meet" in Pennsylvania. Al
though we had never seen each other before, we both felt 
that we had met in God's place and time. 

That pastor is walking normally today. He is carrying out 
the responsibilities of his ministry because of his definite act 
of faith. 

I believe in providence; and if the words of this book find 
a place in your heart and help you make your believing a 
definite act of faith, then you and I may be sure that I was 
supposed to write these words, and you were supposed to 
read them. 

When you have evidence for your faith, and begin to 
act upon your faith, that makes your believing a definite 
transaction. 

If you go to your grocer and ask, "May I have a loaf 
of bread?" he will probably reply, "Yes, that will be twenty
five cents, please." You must have the money and give it to 
the grocer before he will give you the bread. You must 
make your desire for bread a definite act of purchase. Other
wise, you will return home without it. 

So it is with healing. Faith for healing is a definite trans
action. You are believing in God, believing in his goodness 
and willingness to help you, and releasing your faith in a 
single, definite act. . 
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When you base your faith upon evidence, and begin'to 
make it a definite act, you soon reach a state of expectancy, 
for you must expect a miracle if you want a miracle to 
happen~ 

Here is how Ruth Miller, in our own time,made her 
believing a definite act of faith. Let's allow her to tell her 
own story. 

"Whoever heard of prayer by proxy?" wrote Ruth Miller. 
"I had never thought seriously about such a thing until I 
attended the Oral Roberts Crusade in St. Louis, Missouri. 
I heard about it, but dismissed the idea as nonsensical. 

"Later, I met an acquaintance at the Crusade who told me 
he was there for his wife who was too ill to attend, and 
he was going to have her prayed for by proxy. I began to 
feel that the idea wasn't so silly after all. Also, I had read 
in the Bible where people had appealed to Jesus in behalf 
of their loved ones miles away and they were healed by 
Christ's spoken word. 

"My concern was for my cousin, Mrs. Floy Snellenberger, 
of Clay City, Indiana, who had been at the point of d~ath 
for nearly a year. Her ailments were many and varied. At 
times, she could neither see, hear, nor talk. She suffered 
several heart attacks; her hips and legs were crippled with 
sciatica and arthritis. She was unable to walk and suffered 
beyond description. 

"Each time I went to visit her, she would say, 'I'll never be 
well until God heals me,' but someday I'll come out of this 
bed.' My heart was filled with compassion for her. 

"So, my mind was made up. I would enter the prayer line 
in behalf of my cousin. Before I could change my mind, I 
called my minister at home and told him to tell my cousin 
and the church people that on Sunday afternoon between 
2:30 and 3:30 I would be prayed for in her behalf. 
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"Sunday afternoon at exactly 3 o'clock Oral Roberts laid 
his hands on me and prayed. There were so many others 
waiting for prayer that he didn't take time to read my 
prayer card, so he didn't know that I was there by proxy. 

"But God knew. He knew that I was making my believing . 
for a loved one a definite act of faith. He knew there is no 
distance in prayer, and two hundred miles away in the 
Snellenberger home the miracle happened. 

"Shortly before 3 o'clock on the Sunday afternoon, my 
cousin was in bed as she had been for nine months, unable 
to sit up. A group of friends and relatives gathered and 
talked quietly of the Lord. Finally, they knelt to pray. 
Suddenly, my cousin felt impressed to get out of bed. God 
gave her instant strength. As her feet touched the floor, all 
pain and soreness left her, and her bones popped as though 
they were going back into place. She raised her arms, which 
had been bound by disease, and praised God!" «-

This is Ruth Miller's own story about her own definite act 
of faith in another's behalf. Her dormant faith became acti
vated and her cousin was made whole at the moment her 
own faith became active. A definite act of faith by the in
valid was just as necessary as a definite act of faith by her 
COUSln. 

The promise is "If thou canst believe. . . ." 
Make your believing a definite act of faith and you will 

be healed. 

,. The above story was printed in its entirety on Page 35 of the 
April, 1957, edition of ABUNDANT LIFE Magazine. 



Exactly How 

You May Receive Your Healing 

Now we come to the hour for your healing through faith. 
The guarantee of healing for body and mind is every

where evident in the Word of God, both in the Old and 
New Testaments. To the children of Israel, healing was an 
accepted fact until they lost their faith and began to worship 
other gods. 

In the time of Jesus of Nazareth, healing was restored to 
the people and became a vital teaching of the disciples. 
Healing for the body and mind, as well as salvation for'the 
soul, is promised by the Saviour to all who should believe. 
"What I say unto you, I say unto all," Jesus declared. 

God has not changed. He is still the great I AM, the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. "I change not," God said in 
his Word, "My covenant I will not break" (MALACHI 3:6). 

Christ, who said, "I come to do thy will, 0 God," 
(HEBREWS 10: 7) also has not changed. Like the Father, the 
Son also is the same today as he was yesterday, and as he 
shall be forever. What Christ did in the first century, he will 
do in the twentieth century or any other century. It is 
written! 

For many years the healing of body and mind provided by 
Christ's atonement has been virtually lost to mankind 

24 
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through lack of faith and servitude to the Mammon of un
righteousness. However, even as God restored healing time 
and again when his children returned to him in true wor
ship, and as Christ restored it to the people of his time, so 
healing once again is being restored to the people as they 
turn to the Lord. Many throughout the world are receiving 
healing through the ministry of prayer today. 

Healing is part of your inheritance. 
Here is exactly the way I have been shown it and the way 

I believe you may receive it: 

First: Know That God Wants to Heal You 
This is a precious truth, but you cannot force yourself to 

believe it. You must know it is true before you can believe. 
There is no substitute for the truth-nor for the knowl

edge of the truth. 
For the knowledge of the truth, look toward Jesus of 

Nazareth, who "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our 
sicknesses" (MATIHEW 8: 17)' If Jesus took our sicknesses, 
we need not bear them any longer. Sickness is part of the 
curse, and Jesus came to destroy the curse (GALATIANS 
3: 13)· He suffered in our stead only because he did not 
want us to suffer disease. He took your specific diseases and 
infirmities upon his own sinless, perfect body in complete 
payment of the penalty of your sin. 

As we look to him who bore our sins for complete de
liverance from them, so it is our incomparable privilege to 
trust him for the healing of our physical bodies and minds. 

"He that hath seen me hath seen the Father," Jesus said 
(JOHN 14:9). He showed us what God is like, for Jesus did 
what the Father did. God healed, so Jesus healed. Jesus was 
gentle, loving, life-giving, even as the Father. Jesus came 
against sickness and disease, just as he came against sin, 
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demons, fear, poverty, and all the other hurts and ills of 
humanity. He healed "all manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease among the people" (MATTHEW 4:23)' Every con
ceivable form of sickness was borne by Jesus in order that 
all may be healed. 

It was his joy to heal the sick and afflicted. It is always his 
joy to do so. He will rejoice when you believe for your 
healing, for it gives him joy to provide it. When the disciples 
cried, "Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy 
name," Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, "I thank thee, 0 
Father" (LuKE 10: 17,2 I). 

Jesus loves you! 
The most stirring moment of my life was the very 

moment I learned that God loved me in the same way he 
loved the people in the days of Jesus. Given up to die, in
curably ill and unsaved, suddenly I discovered that life was 
worthwhile after all. The salvation of my soul came first, 
followed soon after by the healing of my body. For Jesus' 
sake, God healed me of a stammering tongue, an affliction 
of childhood; I was healed also of tuberculosis in both lungs 
in the final stages. 

John said, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth" 
(3 JOHN 2). 

He expressed God's wish for you. God wants you to 
have health, equally for soul and body; he wishes also to 
prosper you so that you may serve him better and do good 
for mankind. 

"I will come and heal him," Jesus said compassionately 
(MATTHEW 8:7). He still comes to heal today. He will come 
and heal you. 

You must know this. You must believe it. 



Exactly How You May Receive Your Healing 27 

Second: You Must Want God to Heal You 

One of the rewarding experiences of the ministry of the 
Word and prayer has been to restore hope to those who 
have lost it. The world is filled with people who want to 
have hope, who only await the truth of God's love and 
deliverance for hope to be quickened within them. 

Know this: without hope, as without faith, there can be 
no healing. "Now abideth ... faith, hope, -love .... " (I 
CoRINTHIANS 13: 13). Of these three qualities, which abide 
forever, hope is in the· middle, supporting both faith and 
love. 

Even hope is not enough. You must let your hope become 
your desire. 

Burning desire. 
Like the woman said, "If I may but touch his garment, I 

shall be whole" (MATTHEW 9:21). 

Like the man who cried, "Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me ... that I may receive my sight!" (LUKE 
18: 38,41). 

Burning desire knows no shame, no barrier, no refusal. 
The woman's burning desire led her on her knees through 
the crowd to Jesus' feet. Blind Bartimaeus' burning desire 
would not be silenced, for he cried all the louder until Jesus 
stopped and healed him. 

Intense desire burns the bridge behind, strikes a blow for 
deliverance, penetrates into the very heart of the Son of 
God. 

The centurion in Capernaum risked his reputation with 
the people and his commission of authority from Caesar to 
prevail upon Jesus of Nazareth to heal his beloved servant 
(MATTHEW 8:5-13). He demonstrated the greatest faith yet 
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seen in all Israel, when he said, "Lord, speak the word 'only, 
and my servant shall be healed" (MATfHEW 8:8). 

To receive hope, hear the Word of the Lord; read about 
Jesus and his disciples. As you read, put yourself in the 
place of those whom Jesus has healed. Say: "This is for me." 
Think of it as a reality you have only to believe in to re
ceive, for the promise is "Verily, verily, I say unto YOU." 

"I am come," said Jesus, "that they might have life ... 
and have it more abundantly" (JOHN 10: 10). Jesus speaks to 
you. When you desire healing, you desire only what God 
has promised. When you ask for healing, you ask only what 
Christ has provided. You ask only that Christ keep his 
promise to give you the more abundant life. 

I am well and strong today-many, many years after my 
healing-only because hope and burning desire entered my 
heart and pressed me to let my faith go to God for complete 
health and strength to obey his call upon my life. 

So it can be for you. 

Third: Approach God for Healing through Faith 
We can approach God for healing only through faith that 

his Son, Jesus of Nazareth, "took our infirmities and bare 
our sicknesses," for it is only "by his stripes" that we are 
healed. You and I are not worthy of healing. We cannot 
commend ourselves to God, for we have fallen short of his 
glory (ROMANS 3: 2 3). 

But Jesus was worthy in our stead, and "he is faithful 
that promised." We must come to God in the worthiness of 
Jesus Christ through faith, for "the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick." More than prayer, more than desire, more 
than hope is needed. You must have faith. You must have 
faith that God will actually heal YOU. 

It is possible to pray without faith, but prayer without 
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faith is prayer without result. Only prayer with faith can 
deliver our sick bodies, enabling us to recover. Jesus said, 
"Thy faith hath made thee whole" (LuKE 8:48). He also 
said, "And they shall recover" (MARK 16: 18). 

Peter said "Faith in his name hath made this man strong· 
. . . and given him this perfect soundness in the presence 
of you all" (ACTS 3: 16). 

God demands faith that be is, and faith that be will per
form. "The just shall live by [their] faith"· (ROMANS I: 17). 

I remind you that faith is not something you always have 
to seek, or pray for. Faith is something God already has 
given you, for "God hath dealt to every man the measure 
of faith" (ROMANS 12: 3). It is important that you use this 
faith which God has placed in your heart, to approach him 
and receive his blessings. If you fail to use it, it will die in 
your heart. Putting your faith to work will increase it and 
make it yet stronger. 

Also you have been provided the capacity and ability to 
use your faith in any way you choose, for you are a free 
moral agent. You are able to fix your attention upon God, 
focusing your faith solely and directly upon him; you are 
also able to use your faith negatively, turning your capacity 
for believing away from God to other things. 

God in his infinite goodness has given you faith, and with 
it the power to use your faith either positively or negatively. 
Many today, who have been in bondage to negative believ
ing, are beginning to realize that there is dynamic, health
bringing power in right believing. As in the days of old, 
they are returning to God in a great resurgence of faith. 

And Jesus, who is "the author and finisher of our faith," 
is making them completely whole (HEBREWS 12: 2). 

"Rejoice and be exceeding glad," for healing is yours 
through faith. You have faith. You have the power to use 
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your faith for your own healing. Now prepare yourself to 
release it. 

God wants you to use your faith for your healing. And 
what God wants you to do, you can do. 

Fourth: Use a Point of Contact to Make Your Believ
ing a Single Act of Faith 

It is through a point of contact that you let your faith 
go to God. 

A point of contact is anything you do whereby you 
release your faith, letting it go instantly to God for a specific 
desire or a specific answer to your prayer. 

There are many points of contact honored by God. Jairus 
used the laying on of hands as his .point of contact. "Come 
and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed" (MARK 
5:23). The instant Jairus saw the laying on of hands, he 
released his faith, and his child was raised up. 

The centurion's point of contact was in the spoken word. 
"Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed" 
(MATTHEW 8:8). When Jesus spoke, the centurion believed. 
Not before, not after, but when he heard the word. And 
"his servant was healed in the selfsame hour" (MATTHEW 
8: I 3). 

"Let his hand be as thy hand, 0 Lord, and I shall be 
healed." Thus a paralyzed woman was healed in one of our 
Crusades as I touched her and prayed for her. My touch was 
her point of contact for the release of her faith, which 
instantly went to God and brought her the desired healing. 

Another wrote, "I have not the means to travel to your 
Crusade, but there is no distance in prayer. Although we are 
3,000 miles apart, God is there and God is here. Please pray, 
then I will believe here, and I will be healed." In this way 
a point of contact was agreed upon, and healing came. 
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Through your point of contact you also set the time. It 
is necessary to set the time, for the time you set is the point 
of expectation. You must expect a miracle, if you want one 
to occur. The time you set is the very moment for you to 
use your point of contact to let your faith go to God. 

"Now is the accepted time" of the Lord. Whenever you 
are ready, God is ready. But you must get ready. 

Fifth: How to Receive Help through My .Prayers 

I. Through the Crusades: 
You may attend in person and take your place with many 

others in the prayer line, and I shall personally lay hands 
upon you in the name of Jesus of Nazareth and pray for 
you. 

In the prayer line, the point of contact is the laying on 
of hands. That is when you set the time. That is also when 
I set the time. That is the point of expectation.· That is 
when we both let our faith go to God for your healing. 

While everyone we pray for has not received healing 
many are now receiving their healing in this manner .. 

Others receive their healing while sitting in the audience. 
A doctor and his wife, who were sympathetic to the min
istry of prayer and faith, spent a part of their vacation in 
one of our Crusades. When I urged the people to place 
their hands upon their own bodies while I prayed for those 
in the prayer line, they decided to use that procedure as 
their point of contact. 

Immediately afterward, the doctor's wife whispered to 
her husband: "Touch my neck. I think my goiter is gone!" 

Not only did he touch her neck, but he examined it as 
thoroughly as he would a patient in his own office. To his 
sheer amazement, he found the goiter gone. 

Before leaving, they presented themselves and were a 
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great inspiration to others in the audience for their he-aling. 
In this way we are looking for the Mass Miracle; for if 

the Lord can heal one in the audience in this manner, he 
can heal anyone. 

2. Television and Radio: 
The television camera is a faithful and accurate "docu

mentor" of our Crusades. The filming is "live," and unre
hearsed. Through the modern magic of television you have 
a front seat, in your own home, to see God's works of 
healing wrought by the faith of the people in our services .. 

You can receive help at the moment I pause in the prayer 
line and offer prayer directly for the television audience. 
The moment I reach forth my hand toward' you in prayer, 
touch your own body as your point of contact, and accept 
my prayer as if it were for you exclusively. Remember, 
there is no distance in prayer. God is here, and he is also 
there. 

The dramatic healing of Anna Williams (page 13), and 
of thousands of others, provides living proof that God will 
heal you whenever and wherever you let your faith go to 
him. 

Our radio programs are prepared personally by my staff 
and myself in our studios. The high point, as in the tele
cast, is the moment I offer prayer at the close of the broad
cast. This can be your point of contact. The Lord has used 
this very successfully for years to help thousands receive 
healing. 

A woman in Norway, who could not speak English, 
tuned us in by short-wave radio. She did not understand 
my words, but she recognized my name, for she had heard 
of me and knew God used me as an instrument for healing. 
She sensed the time I started praying for the healing of my 
listeners and used that moment as her point of contact. "I 
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had an overpowering urge," she wrote, "to t?uch my radio 
cabinet, for I felt prayer was being offered for me." 

Instinctively, she created a point of contact for the re
lease of her faith when she touched her radio cabinet. Her 
time was the time of my prayer. 

Later, she asked a chaplain in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, who was stationed in Norway, if he had ever 
heard of the American evangelist, Oral Roberts. 

"Yes," the chaplain replied, "I am a personal friend of 
Oral Roberts." 

"Tell him," she said, "when you see him again that I am 
healed, that with God there is no distance, and no respect 
of persons." 

3. Literature: 
It is my purpose to distribute the message of God's heal

ing power through Christian literature to the entire world. 
Millions of pieces of literature in 50 languages flow every 
month from our international headquarters in Tulsa, Okla
homa, into more than 100 countries on five continents and 
to many islands of the sea. 

Whether tract, pamphlet, or book---,-each piece of litera
ture can be a point of contact for the release of your faith 
to God. 

Remember, as I write, I pray to God to heal my reader; 
as you read, believe God will heal you at this moment. 

In our files are many documented instances of people 
being healed while reading our messages. 

4. By Writing a Personal Letter: 
Hundreds of people from all over the world write to me 

every day. My answer to these letters is my point of con
. tact. When the recipient reads the letter, it becomes his 
point of contact. 

"Your letter saved my life," one man wrote. "It was ex-
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actly what I :p.eeded to help me believe the Lord to heal 
me." 

God, who is all-wise, knows how to take inanimate things 
and bless them to our use and for his glory. The Lord uses 
many methods and many people. We are not the only ones; 
nor is our method the only one. Therefore, we commend 
all those God uses to save and to heal lost and suffering 
humanity. 

Most humbly do we thank our God for enabling Us also 
to be a part of the army of the Lord. 

Sixth: Give the Glory to God 
When Jesus healed the ten lepers, only one returned to 

give God the glory. "Were there not ten cleansed?" he 
asked. "Where are the nine?" (LUKE 17: 17)' 

A little boy was brought to me again after his healing. 
"Thank you, Brother Roberts, for healing our child," his 
parents said. 

They were thankful, but gave me the glory instead of 
God. 

"Only God can heal,'; I said; "I did not heal your child." 
"But you prayed for him." 
"True," I said, "I prayed-but God healed." 
Doctors say that they assist nature, but that. God heals. 

It is my belief that God is greater than his servants or the 
instrumentality through which he chooses to heal. 

I do not want to lose the Lord's gift in my life. It always. 
embarrasses me when people unwittingly praise the vessel 
instead of the Creator. 

Tell others of your healing, carefully pointing out that 
the Lord did the healing. Tell them also how you were 
healed, how you released your faith, that they may be 
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guided to their healing. The average person does not know 
how to let his faith go to God. 

You can help them. 

How to Use This Moment to Believe God for Your 
Healing 

For ten years I have prayed that God would give me 
both the knowledge and the simplicity to reveal to the 
people exactly how they may receive their healing. I have 
prayed for the power to lead you personally to this under
standing. 

As you come to the close of this chapter, make certain 
you have absorbed its meaning; then prepare to let your 
faith go to God for your own personal healing. 

I have a deep faith that you will do so and that you will 
be healed. 

The time is at hand. 
This is God's hour to heal YOU and make YOU "every 

whit whole." This is YOUR hour to release YOUR faith 
in him. 

I now pray for YOU. 
o God, in the Name of Jesus of Nazareth, HEAL! 



The Healing of Lee Shelton 

The complete story of the healing of Lee Shelton was 
published in the November, 1956, edition of ABUNDANT LIFE 
Magazine, after being carefully documented. The case re
ceived widespread newspaper publicity. Beginning on Page 
6, the article was titled, "War Veteran Gets Something 
Better than a Pension." 

Juanita Williams was sent to Danville, Virginia, home of 
Lee Shelton, to investigate the report of his healing and to 
interview him. Following is the interview Mr. Shelton gave 
her, as published in our magazine. This is one of the most 
thrilling true stories of our era, one which will help you 
believe for your own healing: 

"The days of the Danville, Virginia Crusade have come 
and gone, and likewise the multitudes have come and gone 
-back to farms and factories, offices and homes, to be 
swallowed up by the routine of everyday living. But an 
outstanding witness remains in Danville-a witness to enter 
the 'synagogues and market places' as did the lame man 
healed at the Beautiful Gate, giving testimony of the mira
cle-working power of God. His name is Washington Lee 
Shelton. 
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"They know him as 'Tom' in Danville. He isn't (as mira

cle doubters often complain) from 'far off someplace.' As 
a Baptist minister, he is engaged in mission work and em
ployed part tim~ as a watch repairer and engraver. He is 
well-known among the people of the city. 

"Saturday, May 12, 1956, found Tom attending the Oral 
Roberts Crusade in Danville. It was the last night of the 
campaign. Having been hindered from attending the pre
vious services, he sat down under the tent with a feeling of 
relief that he had finally made it. 

"What happened? I would like to tell you about it just 
as Tom told it to me. 

"Born 37 years ago on the same street on which he now 
lives, Tom has spent the greater part of his life on its steep 
incline. As a young boy, he was a familiar figure on the 
streets of Danville as a news carrier for The Danville Reg
ister-the same newspaper that recently carried a front
page feature story about his miraculous healing. He passed 
a copy of the newspaper across the table to me as we talked 
in his home." 

W: I imagine it was hard to keep from shouting, 'Extra! 
Extra!' over that issue, wasn't it? 

S: It certainly was. The supply of newspapers carrying 
the story has long since been exhausted, but I'm still busy 
telling about the wonderful healing I received in Brother 
Roberts' Crusade. 

W: How did you acquire the deformity from which you 
suffered? 

S: It was due to an injury received in action during 
W orId War II. I was serving as aviation machinist mate 
aboard a Navy carrier at the time I was wounded. On No
vember II, 1943, we were engaged in battle just off New 
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Britain. Japanese Zeros and Betties moved in andstrafed 
our carrier. A bomb fragment struck my right ankle. 

W: I suppose this injury was serious enough to terminate 
your active service in the Navy, wasn't it? 

S: Yes, I was sent back to a hospital in Oakland, Cali
fornia, where I spent 9 months. The doctors could find no 
relief for the severe and constant pain in my foot and ankle. 
A spinal puncture was performed which left me in a serious 
state of shock. I was near death for days. Upon rallying, I 
found that I no longer suffered pain-there was no feeling 
at all in my right leg! It was useless and dead! The doctors 
classified it as paralysis and discharged me to a veterans' 
hospital in Richmond, Virginia. 

W: How long did you remain in this hospital? 
S: I spent 5 months there receiving various kinds of treat

ment, but to no avail. My ankle became stiff and the foot 
pointed in a downward position. Doctors suggested ampu
tation of my right leg since it was useless. 

W: What did the doctors do to make it possible for you 
to wear the built-up .shoe and brace? 

S: They broke the stiff ankle and placed it in a cast to 
heal in a normal position. My leg was placed in a brace 
which reached to my hip. This, with the aid of a cane and 
a built-up shoe, made walking possible though difficult. I 
was discharged with a pension, of course~ I left for horne 
a lonely, self-conscious cripple without Christ or a purpose 
in life. 

W: Yes, but things did finally tum for the better, didn't 
they? 

S: The real "tum" came when I turned to Christ. I gave 
my heart to God in 1947 and a year later I married Sallie. 
Since I felt called to enter the ministry, we decided that I 
should prepare for it by attending Bob Jones University. 



The Healing of Lee Shelton 39 
For 4 years I attended this school. I have continued in re
ligious work ever since. 

W: At the time of the Oral Roberts Crusade in Danville 
you had been a cripple for more than 12 years. Would you 
give us the extent of your deformity and disability on the . 
night you received your healing? 

S: When I attended the Crusade my right leg was para
lyzed and showed signs of deterioration, having shrunk in 
size until it was from 2 to 3 inches smaller than the. other 
leg. It was shorter than my left leg and completely without 
strength or feeling. Walking without my brace and cane 
was an impossibility. 

W: Did you enter the prayer line? 
S: No. It was while Brother Roberts was praying the 

prayer of faith for a crippled woman that I was healed. He 
stopped before he began to pray for her and said, "If you 
who are afflicted will place your hand on your afHiction 
and pray with me the prayer of faith, God will heal you." 
I placed my right hand on my knee and prayed with 
Brother Roberts. Immediately the power of God came 
upon my leg, moving it with such force that the man who 
was sitting in front of me was pushed forward in his chair 
as God stretched out my leg. The brace straps broke, and 
I threw down my cane. I leaped to my feet and ran do;wn 
the aisle praising God. I don't believe any man could have 
held me in that chair. 

W: Did you have to buy new shoes? 
S: A friend who had accompanied me to the Crusade 

went to a neighbor's house to borrow a pair of shoes so 
that I Inight be able to attend the Inission services the next 
day, which was Sunday. When the neighbor heard what 
had happened, he gave me the shoes. I still prize them-my 
first regular shoes in over 12 years! I was ready to preach 
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the next day. I had a story to tell! I could understand the 
Scripture, "Then shall the lame man leap as an hart" (ISAIAH 
35: 6). 

W: Did you go to your doctor for an examination after 
your healing? 

S: Yes, I went the following Monday. He confirmed my 
healing, although I needed no confirmation. He said that 
my recovery was amazing. I also went to the Veterans Ad
ministration's Regional Office in Roanoke, Virginia. The 
doctor who examined me there said, ."It's miraculous!" Of 
course, my pension has been cut, but a new leg is much 
better than a pension. 

W: What· is your condition since receiving healing in 
Oral Roberts' Danville Crusade? 

S: I've never felt better. My once shrunken leg is normal 
in size. There is no sign of the paralysis or stiff ankle. I walk 
with ease without aid or assistance of any kind. I am healed! 
It all happened in a moment. Brother Roberts prayed the 
prayer of faith; I believed; God healed! 

W: And what are your plans for the future, Mr. Shelton? 
S: I feel that God has raised me up to be a witness to his 

healing power. At present, I am preaching and testifying to 
. the power of God everywhere I have the opportunity. 
Many have asked for my prayers. It was while praying for 
an elderly gentleman in my home that God healed my eyes. 
It was necessary for me to discard my glasses after God 
healed my eyes since I no longer needed them. 

"As Tom Shelton ceased speaking, my mind flew back 
to the far-reaching effect of the Danville Crusade. I thought 
of the multitudes who had attended this meeting, many of 
them coming from afar. I thought of the people who had 
been blest in soul and body. They were not all like Tom 
Shelton. For instance, there were the New England mother 
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and her child, and the dark-faced lad from the South's to
bacco fields, a textile worker, a businessman. They came 
from many walks of life, but when they left, their stories 
were the same-the story of salvation and healing . .. the 
story of deliverance by the power of God."'" 

* The Lee Shelton story was first printed May 7, 1956 in The 
Danville Register, Danville, Virginia. See photostatic reprint of that 
story on page 40. 
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How to Know 

You Are Saved 

There are innumerable blessings which God wills to 
bestow upon all who believe Jesus of Nazareth, but one is 
fundamental to all others and must come first. It is your 
salvation by the Lord, and is God's greatest miracle .. 

It is vital to know you are saved. 
If there is any doubt about it, you should move heaven 

and earth to believe, and to meet all of God's conditions, 
in such a positive manner that all doubt shall be forever 
removed. 

"Before you pray for my healing," a mother said to me 
in the prayer line one night, "tell me how 1 can know 1 am 
saved." Her eyes filled with tears. "I can stand the pain in 
my body if only 1 can be sure of my salvation." 

1 was given the wisdom to lead her to Christ and later 
she stated that not only was she now sure she was saved, 
but that she believed she would be completely healed. 1 
felt this was as it should be, for salvation comes first. 

Jesus of Nazareth gave his life that all who would be
lieve in him should be saved and know it beyond any 
shadow of doubt. The most precious life the world has 
ever known was surrendered deliberately for your salva
tion. This life was not taken; it was given for you. There-
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fore, in response to this sacrifice for your sake, you should 
be willing, at whatever sacrifice necessary, to reach the 
point in your life when you know God has forgiven your 
sins, that you have passed from death unto life and actually 
become his child, and that you intend to serve him the rest 
of your life. 

It has been, and is, my greatest joy and privilege to lead 
hundreds of thousands of men, women and children from 
all of the strata of society to salvation, helping them to find 
the answer once and for all to life's most insistent question: 
"What must I do to be saved?" And now my purpose is 
to help you find the answer to that question for yourself. 

First: Let the Thought Become the Act 

We are so made that each of us has thoughts about the 
Lord. Many times prior to my conversion I thought how 
I would love to be a true follower of Jesus Christ. The 
truth is that Jesus had always held an irresistible attraction 
to me. One evening while my father was praying for me, 
I saw upon his countenance the image of Jesus. It was then 
that the thought beccmze the act. I felt a burning desire to 
ask the Lord to save my soul and make me his child. The 
words were hesitant at first-then they seemed to flow. out 
of my innermost being as I prayed to him. 

The Prodigal Son (LuKE 15) had the same experience. 
While in the depths of degradation he thought to himself: 
"How many hired servants of my father's have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!" (LuKE 
15: 17)· 

These were his thoughts, but he still remained a prodi
gal, in need, and away from home. Then he made the 
thought the act. "I will arise and go to my father," he de
clared, "and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
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heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants" 
(LUKE IS: 18,19). 

His thoughts became words, his words became a declara
tion of intention, then the act itself: "And, he arose, and, 
came to his father" (LUKE 15:20). 

Remember your thought must become an act. 

Second: The Act Becomes the Surrender 
I became God's property on February 7, 1935, while 

lying upon the bed of affliction as my godly parents prayed 
for my salvation. 

God's property! 
I had usurped God's privileges and powers over my life 

through rebellion and selfishness. Among my sins were the 
running away from rhome, falling in with bad companions, 
and losing my health. 

That fateful night of February 7, I realized I must sur
render my life into God's hands if I should ever be saved. 

The thoughts I had concerning my soul and eternal des
tiny became the act of returning to the Saviour; then' the 
act became my surrender. 

After much prayer and falling exhausted upon my pillow 
came these whispered words: "Now Lord, I surrender to 
Thee." 

Peace like a river swept through my soul. Joy welling 
up inside me burst forth in words of praise. I felt light, 
ecstatic, happy. I was being born again. New life possessed 
me. Jesus was there. I was saved and I knew it! 

In a matter of moments a new world presented itself to ' 
me, a world where Christ is Lord and Master. The stars of 
night became as the sun at noonday. 

A new creature came into existence and he had my name. 
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Supernaturally I was different, changed. I was alive with 
eternal life. 

The surrender had opened the door and Jesus had en
tered. 

Third: The Surrender Becomes the Believing 
The act of returning to God and asking forgiveness be

comes a full and complete surrender of your life to him. 
Your desires, ambitions, plans are subordinated to his de': 
sign for you. 

How wonderful it is to surrender! To cease ordering 
your own life, to stop traveling in the wrong direction, to 
halt the downward descent. How glorious to let go and let 
God! 

The act of surrender is the point of contact for the re
lease of your faith for God to save your soul. And you 
must believe in order to receive salvation. 

We are saved "through faith ... not of works, lest any 
man should boast" (EPHESIANS 2:8,9). 

When you surrender your life, you reach the only point 
where you can let your faith go to God. It is then you be
lieve for the forgiveness you have asked for. You must have 
faith that when you ask God to forgive you he does. 

Here is, perhaps, the place where you face the greatest 
danger in trying to know you are saved. Many have made 
their thought the act and have made an attempt to return 
to God. They have repudiated their sins and surrendered 
to God in hope of a new life. But they have not believed. 
They have not let their faith actually go to God in a single 
act of believing. Thus they do not know they are saved. 

Who can separate his faith from his actions? Who can 
expect surrender alone to accomplish the mighty works of 
faith? 
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"Salvation is of the Lord!" (JONAH 2:9). 
Therefore it is a miracle. You cannot save yourself, and 

God cannot do your believing for you. 
Your surrender must be followed by your faith, a definite 

act of your believing. 
A man said to me, "I have done all I know to do and still 

I do not know I am saved." 
"Have you returned to the Lord and told him you are 

sorry for your sins?" I asked. 
"Yes." 
"Did you surrender your life to him?" 
"I not only surrendered myself, but I gave up the world." 
"Do again exactly what you have done already, only this 

time, as you surrender your entire life to God, let your 
faith go; release it, and believe in that instant that God ac
cepts and saves you." 

"How will I know thal God does accept me?" 
"Your faith will touch God to act in your behalf. He 

will take away the heaviness of spirit within and you will 
feel the witness of the Spirit of God in your heart." 

Then I quoted Romans 8: 16: "The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." 

Later I saw this man, face aglow. He said, "I did it!" 
"You mean you really are saved now?" 
"Yes! Yes!" 
"How do you know?" 
"I let my faith go as you told me. As I did, it seemed only 

a flash of a second that I felt warmth and happiness in my 
soul. Something came into me and it's wonderful!" 

"That is the Lord in your heart," I said to him; "he is 
the one who makes you feel released and at peace. That 
is the witness I mentioned:· the witness of his Spirit with 
your spirit that you are his child." 



Making Your Salvation Work 

for Yourself and· Others 

"We are more than conquerors" (ROMANS 8:37). 
Because you have been supernaturally changed, twice

born, you know you are God's true child. You can now 
"do all things through Christ who strengthens you" (PHI
LIPPIANS 4: 13)' You can succeed against apparently insur
mountable obstacles. 

You are beginning a life of faith which will give you 
power, courage, strength, wisdom, and understanding. 
Through your faith and personal experience with God, 
you can become a positive person. There are no such words 
as "maybe" or "if" in your future. 

Nothing can stop you. Jesus will keep his promises to 
you. You will be opposed, but you will win, for who can 
withstand the Spirit and power of God within you? 

Because Jesus lives in you, people will see and feel him 
through your presence among them. Many who have 
thought Jesus never arose from the dead and that his min
istry was ended forever will realize through you that he 
is alive. You will be living proof of the glory of God's 
supernatural deliverance through Jesus Christ, "the same 
yesterday, today and forever" (HEBREWS 13: 8). 
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Being a Happy Christian 

Now, to be happy as a Christian, here is my advice to 
you: 

Make the Church Your Spiritual Home on Earth 
Until your hour comes to be received into the perfect 

righteousness, peace, and joy of heaven, you will need a 
spiritual home on earth. Find a church and declare your 
intention to support and serve it all your temporal life, for 
such is your spiritual home on earth. God will be found 
there as he will be found in heaven. 

It is good to have a church home. David found it so, for 
he said, "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into 
the house of the Lord" (PSALM 122: I). 

Perhaps you will never find a church with which you can 
agree on all things, or which will altogether agree with 
you: and, you may never find a minister of the gospel who 
will be perfect in your eyes, or who will consider you per
fect. Remember, there is perfection only in heaven. But it . 
will be the house of the Lord. 

Only God has the right to tell you exactly what church 
to join, but 1 suggest that you find a church which believes 
in the real Jesus, teaching and demonstrating his power to 
save, heal, bless, and keep you today. 

Such a church is a true church, indeed, and is best for 
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you. In such a church you will feel the most at home~ 
Having a church home will bring both opportunities and 

obligations, for as freely as you receive of the church you 
should as freely give. Find where you can fit in and do 
what is expected of a good member. Seek things to do 
which will keep you busy in the service of Christ. Go to 
your pastor and say, "If there is anything I can do to help 
in God's work, please feel free to call upon me." 

Declare your intention to find a church home. Provide 
for it as you would your own family home. 

Know Your Pastor . 

Become well acquainted with your pastor. He ministers 
to your soul and the souls of your family and friends. He 
marries your children, buries your loved ones, and provides 
spiritual guidance. Know him and let him know you. 

A good pastor will be able to help you a great deal more 
if, through your sincere Christian life, he is able to respect 
you in the very highest manner. 

Go to church regularly. Be among those your pastot 
always depends on. The church is an instrument through 
which you may express your talents and your worship of 
God in association with others of like faith, for the assem
bling together to worship pleases God and leads to the full
ness of his blessings. 

Worship God always, at any time and at any place, but 
never neglecting the assembling together in the church· of 
your choice. 

The Tithe Is the Lord's, So Give It to Him 
You 'cannot outgive the Lord, for if you try he will "pour 

you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it" (MALACHI 3: 10). To begin with, there is a Bibli-
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cal standard for giving back to God that which is rightfully 
his. All money, as other things, is his-yet, the tithe, or the 
tenth, is all that he requires as his due. 

The tithe is that which is expected of you in the mini
mum sense; and lest you receive of God only in the mini
mum sense, take care also to give freewill offerings as the 
Lord prospers you. 

"They brought in the offerings and tithes ... " (2 
CHRONICLES 3 I : 12). 

The people in the Bible gave offerings as well as tithes. 
Follow their wise example, for they knew best the will of 
God. Become a faithful tither, that your conscience may 
be clear when you ask of God the good things your heart 
shall desire. And give offerings that your cup may be full 
and running over. 

God has commanded that we give him the tenth that his 
work throughout the world may be properly financed. At 
first such giving may be hard for you, but if you will stop 
to think for a moment, you will observe that those who do 
not give the tenth to the Lord lose far more in various 
foolish and damaging ways. 

Millions of people are giving little if anything to the 
Lord, but the Lord will have his due nevertheless. Instead 
of giving to the church, the people are losing their money 
through infiation,an ever-rising cost of living, through 
larger doctor bills, through various emergencies, and in 
many uncontrollable ways. Think what would happen to 
our nation, and the world, if all the people tithed to the 
Lord! 

"The Lord loveth a cheerful giver," (2 CORINTHIANS 9:7) 
and he never permits anyone to outgive him. Your giving, 
whether of money, time, or service, will be one of your 
easiest and most pleasurable experiences. 
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My personal practice of tithing has been a point of con
tact many, many times, for the release of my faith. Because 
I tithe faithfully, God has been faithful to me in a definite 
and positive manner when I prayed for financial help. Since 
I have given God his part, I know that I have a right to go 
to him, ask, and believe that he will supply my needs. If I 
did not tithe, I would not have the confidence, nor the 
faith, to ask him to supply my needs as I do. 

And remember it is important where and how you pay 
your tithes, so as to be sure your giving results in winning 
souls. 

The First Day Is the Lord's-Give It to Him 
I believe that not only has God a right to one dime in 

ten, but also that he has a right to one day in seven. In 
God's eyes all days and all moneys are holy, but he has 
blest and set aside one day in seven for you to engage in 
special service for him and for his cause upon the earth. 

Sunday is more than a day of rest; it is the day of the 
Lord, and you will discover in giving him this day that he 
will give you the rest and peace which Christ promised to 
all those who should follow him. "Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden," said the Saviour, "and I 
will give you rest .... My peace I give unto you" (MAT
THEW 11:28; JOHN 14:27). 

The Bible Is God's Word to Y ou
Read It and Obey It 

"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedethout of the mouth of God" (MATTHEW 4:4). 

The Bible is the Word of God. You will read in John I: 1 

that "in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." God is what his word is. 
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Every single word in the Bible was directly inspired by 

God, and in every single word is the power of God. 
Invest in a good edition of the Bible, write your name 

in it. Subscribe your name to the Word of God, thus de
claring your intention to read it, study it, believe it, and . 
be empowered by it to do good all the days of your life. 
Make sure your Bible has a suitable print for your eyes, so 
you can read and study it comfortably. The size is impor
tant and conducive to better study. Refer to the Bible often. 
Read it daily. Frequently, read for hours atone sitting, so 
that you may be filled with its truth, its wisdom, and its 
power. 

The Bible was written for you. It was written for every 
living soul who ever lived, who now lives, or who shall 
ever live. The Bible is a personal book, for God is a per
sonal God. Christ is your personal Saviour, so make your 
Bible your very own. It will have a special effect upon you. 
When you pick it up, reverence it and you will have. a good 
feeling. When you travel, put it in your bag; keep it near 
you at all times. 

On one of my visits to Hong Kong, I met with a group 
of missionaries in a hotel room for prayer. One of them 
told me what the Bible had meant to a woman missionary 
recently released from a communist prison. She had stood 
in that very room, tears streaming from her eyes, declaring 
"the Word of God literally fed my body and mind." 

After her capture and imprisonment by the communists, 
she missed her Bible most. The only thing she could do was 
to recite from memory as many verses as she could, but she 
was dismayed at how few she had actually committed to 
memory. She drew comfort from those verses as daily she 
prayed God for a copy of the Bible. 

One day a copy of the Gospel of St. John was smuggled 
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into her cell. For three months she managed to keep it hid
den from her captors, but fearful they would finally dis
cover it, she began day by day to commit each page to 
memory. The next day she would tear out the page memo
rized, chew it in her mouth, and wash it down the drain. 

She did this until she had memorized the entire Gospel 
of St. John. 

Then she began to notice a change in her physical 
strength. The ill-cooked food which she had to eat ne 
longer made her sick. When she was released at the end of 
seven years, she amazed everyone by her mental and physi
cal strength. 

Only a word with power could have done this for her. 
Only by the Spirit of God through the Word of God could 
she have received the stamina with which to triumph in 
her ordeal. 

Own your own copy of the Word of God proudly. Do 
not be ashamed of it, nor hide it. It is life to all who read 
it. It is life for you. 

Naturally, I have several copies, for I wear them out 
more quickly than do most people. It is the book above all 
others which I want with me at all times. In addition, I have 
a good concordance and Bible dictionary, plus as many 
other reliable helps as I can obtain. Personally, I use the 
Bible concordance and Bible dictionary more than any other 
Bible study helps, and I recommend them highly. 

"0 earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord" (JERE
MIAH 22:29). 

Be a Witness for Christ 

It will dawn upon you after you have your salvation and 
have joined a church, and have begun a study of your Bible, 
that you have assumed new and wonderful obligations. 
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You will discover an astonishing truth that all such ob

ligations are in reality glorious opportunities for you. 
You become of value to God and he becomes of value 

to you. 
As you cannot outgive God financially, neither can you . 

outgive him in service. As you give, you will receive, so 
much so that your life will naturally shine before all men 
as a demonstnition of the power and the love of God. 

You will become a personal witness fo1' Jesus of Naza
reth, willingly, gladly, eagerly. Jesus will actually corrie 
into your heart and save you so that you will know it. He 
will remain there as a living reality, to guide you and 
strengthen you. 

Through your new Christian life many will see new hope 
for themselves. They will see Jesus in your life. People are 
dying for hope today, and Jesus means hope for all. 

And this is what it means to be a witness-to live that all 
may see Jesus in your very own life and 'Works. 

Help lead others to Jesus of Nazareth, who gave you 
salvation, who gave you hope. Help save the souls of others~ 
Your best means of doing this is in the life you lead. 

"Let your light so shine before men ... " (MATTHEW 
5: 16). 

Pray and Give Thanks to God 

"Pray without ceasing" (I THESSALONIANS 5: 17)' 
A truly prayerful and thankful heart is one of God's 

greatest blessings. As you reach out your heart to him 
through prayer, he will reach out for you, and perhaps for 
the first time in your life you will know the true meaning 
of life. 

The knowledge that God wants to save· you, to heal you, 
to give you every good gift and true will awaken a desire 
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to pray in your heart. It will awaken gratitude, one of the 
purest and most wholesome of all human emotions. As a 
cheerful heart does good like medicine, so a prayerful, 
thankful heart will restore your soul. 

Remember, Believing Makes It So 
The marvel of believing is that God has said, "all things 

are possible to him that believeth" (MARK 9: 23) . 
Since God has dealt to every man the measure of faith; 

the secret of its power is believing. Faith is like knowing 
how to do a thing, and believing is actually doing it. Re
leasing your faith is your confidence that you can success
fully complete what you have determined to do. 

When you want something from God, such as healing 
or financial assistance, make your believing a single act of 
faith. Be specific in your determination of what you want, 
then make your believing for it a single, definite act. When 
I pray, I bring my faith to a climax and release it. Once 
released, I never recall it. 

I have had prayers "on deposit" for certain things for 
many months. Some of these things have come to pass; 
others have not, but I would not dare recall the prayers 
that I have prayed. I believe that if I hold on faithfully, 
God will eventually answer those prayers, "for he is faith
ful that promised" (HEBREWS 10:23). 

Once you release your faith and refuse to call it back, 
then it is in the hands of God-and God never fails. 

Among the many wonderful assurances you will read in 
Holy Scripture is this, from 3 John 2: "Beloved, I wish 
above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, 
even as thy soul prospereth." 

Do not hesitate to ask God either for money or for 
health. I have challenged people all over the world to eam 
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money honestly, fairly, and in as large a quantity as pos
sible, and then to go· into partnership with God, becoming 
his humble instrument for the winning of souls. Remember, 
money helps send the gospel and enables people to learn 
about Jesus and his love. 

Soul Winning 

No experience in life can compare with the winning of 
a human soul. No joy is so supreme. 

Christ commanded his followers to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature-all the world and 
every creature. The command is not for a few, but for all; 
and it is the privilege of those who believe to obey this 
command: "Go ye unto all the world ... " (MARK 16: 15). 

As the souls you have won, or helped to win, count up, 
your own soul will be enlarged with the blessing of God 
and in the joy of your obedience. You will know the full;. 
ness of joy as you are actively engaged in the winning of 
souls. Such has been the greatest blessing of my ministry. 

Go, or send others in your stead, to the ends of the earth 
to win souls, that they, too, may receive the inheritance 
purchased for them by the blood of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Finally 

The fulfillment of the Christ-like life is to love God and 
to love your neighbor as yourself, for out of love God 
calls you to salvation, and out of love he pours his bless
ings upon you. 

To love God, to love others even as you love yourself, 
is to achieve the ultimate in Christianity. Such is your ulti
mate gift to God, for his ultimate Gift to you. 

Through such love, one learns Christ's law of inexhausti
ble replenishment-for soul, mind, and body. You must 
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have hope and faith, but if you do not have love, you are 
nothing. Only through love can you dedicate yourself either 
honestly or effectively to helping mankind. 

Give of what you have, and regive of everything you 
receive, for this is the law of replenishment. Jesus com
mands us to give and regive. He tells us not to treasure 
money and possessions, but rather to use them as instru
ments for good and for God: 

No one can follow Jesus in love without reaping an over.:. 
abundant harvest from God's inexhaustible storehouse of 
blessings. 

"Faith, hope, love ... the greatest of these is love" (1 
CORINTHIANS 13: 13)' 



How I Use the Bible 

in Times of Stress 

Many ask if I have problems and discouragements. Upon 
learning that I do, just as all men do, they want to know 
what steps I take to counteract these. 

Although God has called me to take his deliverance to 
my generation, the devil constantly seeks to buffet my life; 
consequently, I am familiar with the trials and temptations 
of this world. 

Before Christ entered his public ministry, he had to go 
into the wilderness and be tempted of Satan. He was 
tempted on all points, as we are, and he used the Word to 
gain victory. This is our victory, even our faith-and the 
source of our faith is God's Word. 

To be victorious, strengthen your faith by reading God's 
Word, hearing God's Word, and quoting God's Word. In 
this regard, I have a few suggestions which have strength
ened me in times of testing: 

LUKE 10: 19 

"Behold I give unto you power . .. over all the power 
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you." 
By this you know you have the power to overcome any 
enemy, any feeling of inadequacy, any temptation, stress, 
or strain. 
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LUKE 9;56 

"The Son of mtm is not come to destroy men's lives, but 
to save them." Anything which would destroy you, such 
as sickness, oppression, or fear, are not of God. They are 
of Satan. Read this until Satan can no longer cause you to 
believe falsely. 

JOHN 10: 10 

"The thief (Satan) cometh not, but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly.'; This pas
sage vividly illustrates the difference between Jesus and 
Satan. God wants us to be happy and normal. He wants us 
to enjoy life more abundantly. Believe with confidence and 
you will gam the victory. 

3 JOHN 2 

"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest pros
per and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." God is 
interested in our every material need as well as our every 
spiritual need, for it is written also, "My God shall supply 
all your need accordirng to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus" (PHILIPPIANS 4: 19). 

PSALMS I, 23, 37, 91 

These have been especially mspiring to me when I need 
strength and confidence. I read them often. 

MATIHEW 8:5-13 

Especially in time of sickness, or when I need healing 
faith for others, this passage greatly strengthens and inspires. 



How I Use the Bible 

MARK 9:23 
"If thou canst believe, all things are possihle to him that 

believeth." Reading such "unlimited" passages as this in the 
Bible helps me to think, believe, and act positively, strength
ening my determination, and increasing my faith. They· 
cause me to know without wavering that Jesus is my con
stant friend and companion. 

Your Armor 

WHEN I AM DISCOURAGED I READ-MATTHEW 
II:28-30; JOHN 5:30. 

WHEN I DESIRE TO KNOW GOD'S WILL I READ 
-MATTHEW 26: 39; JOHN 4: 34· 

WHEN I NEED TO BE HEALED I READ-ExoDus 
15:26; LUKES: 17-26; MATTHEW 8: 17. 

WHEN I WANT ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
JOHN 5:24,25; ISAIAH 53:6; JOHN 1:29; ROMANS 3:23; 6:23; 
8:16; 

WHEN I AM GOING THROUGH GREAT TRIALS 
I READ-PSALM 23; JOHN 15:7; JOHN 14: 13-15. 

WHEN I AM IN SORROW I READ-JOHN 14:1-6; 
ISAIAH 61: 1,2. 

WHEN I AM IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY I READ 
-3 JOHN 2; JOHN 16:23; PHILIPPIANS 4: 19. 

WHEN MY FAITH IS BEING TESTED I READ
PHILIPPIANS 3: 10-14; JOB 13: 15· 
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WHEN SATAN WOULD CAUSE ME TO DOUBT 
I READ-JOHN 16:33; EPHESIANS 2:8 .. 

WHEN GOD IS NOT AS REAL AS HE OUGHT TO 
BE IN MY LIFE I READ-MATtHEW 28:20; JOHN 15:16. 

WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD INDICATE 
THAT GOD IS NOT A GOOD GOD I READ-LuKE 
1:46-56; LUKE 9:56; 3 JOHN 2; JOHN 10: 10. 

WHEN MY TROUBLES SEEM BIGGER THAN 
GOD I READ-PHILIPPIANS 4:5-7; PHILIPPIANS 4: 13· 

WHEN CHRIST'S COMING SEEMS FAR OFF I 
READ-LuKE 21:25-28. 

WHEN FRIENDS ARE UNTRUE I READ-PROVERBS 
18:24· 

WHEN I HAVE BEEN MISTREATED I READ-!.. 
ROMANS 8: 35; 2 CORINTHIANS 12: 10. 

Take your Bible out of hiding. Read it, believe it, prac
tice it. In God's Word of peace and power you will find 
the answer to every problem of your life. 

May God bless you and keep you. 






