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INTRODUCTION
When Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Comforter, He
made an infallible prediction about your life and mine. He
predicted that we would be in need of comfort and that
there would be times of great stress in our lives.
We're living in a day when people are almost overwhelmed with the stresses oflife. Their minds are flooded
with questions: What can I do to protect my family? What
does the future hold for me? Jesus knew that you and I
would face a day such as this one, and that is why He sent
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to us.
Not only was the Holy Spirit sent to be our Comforter,
but He was also sent to EMPOWER us. In Acts 1:8 Jesus
declared, ((You shall receive POWER when the Holy Spirit has

come upon you." Power to do what? To be His witnesses!
But the power of the Holy Ghost is also given to enable
us to do what God has created us to do.
In john 16:13 Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Spirit of
truth. Not only is He our Comforter, not only does He
EMPOWER us, but He is also our Teacher, our Guide,
and the One who reveals real truth to us. Wouldn't you
like to know the real truth about the situations you're
5
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facing? The Holy Spirit is the only One who can reveal
that truth to you.
Now I'm not talking about magic, and I'm not talking
about dialing a 1-900 number. The world offers magic
and a whole host of other occult practices, but I'm talking
about getting your help from the heavenly headquarters.
I'm talking about the Holy Spirit revealing Himself to you
so that you can know what to do when the whole world
seems to be turning upside down all around you.
Friend, God sent His Spirit to be your direct communication link
with Him. As you read this book, I believe you will begin to fine
tune your spirit with His Spirit, AND THAT'S HOW YOU
CAN KEEP YOUR LIFE ON THE RIGHT TRACK!
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CHAPTER I

and
the PERSON ofJEsus

THE HoLY SPIRIT

To understand and know who the Holy Spirit is, you
must understand the person ofJesus. The Bible tells us that
Jesus did only the things that His Father did. Did He not
say, ui and My Father are one" (JoHN ro:3o)? Did He not say,
((He who has seen Me has seen the Father" (JoHN 14:9)? Did He
not say, ((I must work the works <if[My Father]" (JoHN 9:4)?
Jesus perfectly reflected His heavenly Father.
When we talk about God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit, people often say, "You have three
Gods." No, that's not true, for the Bible says, Hear, 0 Israel:

The Lord our God is one Lord (MARK r2:29). Our God is one
God, but He expresses Himself in three different forms.
Let me give you an example of what I'm talking about.
When you pour water into a glass, it's a liquid; but if you
freeze it, it becomes a solid. If you boil the water, it becomes
a vapor or a gas. Actually, it's possible to have all three forms
of water in the same container at the same time.
7
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You can pour some water into a pot and boil it, and it's
a liquid; but part of that liquid soon turns into a vapor as
it boils. Then you can put some ice into the same pot, and
you have a solid, a liquid, and a vapor all in one pot!
It's the same way with God. There is only one God, but
He expresses Himself in three distinct persons-as the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
JESUS WAS FULLY MAN
AND YET FULLY GOD

Now the Bible teaches us that Jesus Christ existed before
He was born in a manger in Bethlehem. When He was
conceived in Mary's womb, He took on the form of a
human body. However, John 1:1-3 says that He existed
in the beginning. Before anything else was created, Jesus
Christ existed.
When Jesus was given bodily form through the Incarnation, God became man. Think about that for just a moment.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, a young woman became
pregnant and gave birth to the Son of God. Now this was
highly unusual because Mary was a virgin. She had never
known a man in the sexual sense. God Himself was Jesus'
father. As a result, Jesus could come into the world in His
human form without the sin nature.
Jesus could experience everything that we experience,
be tempted by everything that we are tempted by, and
yet not commit ·sin. His humanity caused Him to be
8
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compassionate toward us because He was fully man. And
yet He was also fully God.
He was so much God, it was as if He were not man.
And He was so much man, it was as if He were not God.
Colossians 2:9 declares, In him Uesus] dwells all the fullness
of the Godhead bodily.
JESUS SAID HE WOULD SEND US
ANOTHER COMFORTER

In John 14:16-18 Jesus said, ui will pray the Father, and
He will give you another Helper [or another Comforter]."
Who is He talking about here? He's talking about the
Holy Spirit. Then He continues, u ... that he may abide with
you forever-the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you
orphans [or, I will not leave you comfortless]; I will come
[again] to you."
It seems that Jesus was contradicting Himself
here. He said, "I'm leaving, but I will come
again." However, you see, when He left this
earth, it was in His li1Ilited, human form; but
when He returned, it was in His unlimited
form as the Holy Spirit.
WhenJesus walked the sandy shores of the Sea of Galilee,
He was limited to time and space. He could be in only one
9

RICHARD RoBERTs

place at a time. When He said, "I will pray the Father, and
He will give you another Comforter, who will not only be
with you but also in you," He was saying, "I'm leaving in
My human form, but I'm going to return in My unlimited
form, which is the power of the Holy Spirit." So when you
say "Jesus" and "the Holy Spirit," you're talking about the
same Person, except that the Holy Spirit is not limited to
time and space.
JESUS CAME WITH A FULL MINISTRYPREACHING, TEACHING, AND HEALING!

Some may ask the question, "How was Jesus' ministry
unique?" Before Christ, there were many prophets who
preached and even performed great acts ofhealing. There
were also the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the scribes who
primarily wrote and taught. But when Jesus came, He came
with a full ministry. Matthew 4:23 tells us, jesus went about

all Galilee, TEACHING in their synagogues, PREACHING
the gospel if the kingdom, and HEALING all kinds if disease
among the people.
Let me illustrate it to you this way. One day Jesus was
preaching the Word in someone's home, and the place
was jammed to the rafters. Suddenly four men tore a
hole in the roof and lowered a man who was paralyzed
down into the presence of Jesus (see MARK 2:r-12). Jesus
used that interruption as an opportunity to demonstrate
His preaching, teaching, and healing ministry... and He
healed the man!
10

the UNLIMITED

PowER WITHIN You

Jesus would preach. Then someone would come for
healing, and He would heal them. Or someone would ask
Him a question, and then He would teach the people. In
other words, He used preaching as a springboard for healing.
Then He used healing as a springboard for teaching. Then
He used teaching as a springboard for preaching. It's afull
gospel message-preaching, teaching, and healing!
GOD IS A GOOD GOD!

Notice the words of the apostle Peter in Acts 10:38: ((God
anointed Jesus if Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing GOOD and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil." In learning about the person ofJesus, you can
see that He is totally good. God is a good God.
It was in the early 1950s when I first remember hearing
my father, Oral Roberts, say, "God is a good God, and
the devil is a bad devil." It was an incredible theological
revelation for that day. It was so simple, and yet the simple
is often so profound!

The idea that God is a good God is still
foreign to many people today. Why? Perhaps
it's because they've never met the real Jesus.
You see, a person can know all about Jesus
and yet not really know Him. One of the most
important questions in life is, Do you know
the person of Jesus?
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Perhaps you've never committed your life to the Lord.
Maybe you've gone to church all of your life, but you
don't have a close, personal relationship with Him. Now
I'm not talking about religion here. I'm talking about a
living, personal relationship with the Savior, the Healer,
the Deliverer, the Baptizer in the Holy Spirit.
If you've not gotten serious with your relationship with
the Lord, why don't you call upon His Name right now
and pray this prayer out loud:

0 God, be merciful to me, a sinner, a backslider.
I recognize that I've missed the mark with my lifo,
and I am truly sorry. I repent. I turn my back on the
past. I renounce the devil and all of his works.

I corifess with my mouth the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is God's only Son. He went to the Cross for me.
His back was bloodied and striped for me. The nails
were driven through His hands and His feet for me.
The blood flowed from His body for me-for my
salvation, for my healing, and for my deliverance.
Jesus, I receive You as my Savior. Forgive me.
Cleanse me. Make me brand new. From this hour,
I will serve You with all of my heart, my soul, my
mind, and my strength. In Your mighty Name I
pray. Amen and amen.
Friend, if you prayed that prayer from your heart, the
Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that you are a brand-new
person ... a new creation in Christ. You've got a brand-new
deal. You will never, ever be the same again!
12
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If you don't have a Bible, be sure to get one. Read it. Study
it. Let God minister to you through it. And get involved
in a good Bible-believing church where the people are on
fire for the Lord and the Word of God is being preached
with signs and wonders following!
If you've accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior,
I hope you'll call the Abundant Life Prayer Group at
918-495-7777 and let us know about it. I have a little
book I want to give you entitled HOW TO LIVE YOUR
NEW LIFE.
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CHAPTER 2

WHo Is the HaLY

SPIRIT?

There are some people who believe that the Holy Spirit
made His first appearance on the Day of Pentecost, but
that simply is not true. The Holy Spirit has been deeply
involved in the life of humankind from the very
beginning, and He will be involved with humankind
from everlasting to everlasting.
First of all, let's deal with the Holy Spirit at work in
creation. Genesis 1:1,2

NIV

declares, In the beginning God

created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the suiface of the deep, and the Spirit
of God was hovering over the waters.
If you go back to the original Hebrew language, this is
a picture of the Holy Spirit brooding over creation like a
mother eagle broods over her eggs. It reveals a sensitive,
caring, and loving Holy Spirit. It's an example of His
creative nature, which is seen both in creation and in the
way He works to give new birth in Christ to every person
who calls upon His Name.
15
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There are three very important characteristics of the Holy Spirit. First of all, He is omniscient, which means all-knowing. Second,
He is omnipotent, which means all-powerful.
Third, He is omnipresent, which means that
He is everywhere at the same time.

Simply because the Holy Spirit is always present does
not mean that He always manifests Himsel£ For instance,
in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit came upon certain
people at particular times.
In Judges 14:6 Nrv the Bible describes Samson's supernatural strength in this way: The Spirit if the Lord came upon
him [Samson] in power so that he tore the lion apart with his
bare hands as he might have torn [apart] a young goat. Samson
was an ordinary man until the Spirit of the Lord came
upon him, but then he was able to perform mighty feats
of strength.
In I Samuel19:20 Nrv there's a passage which particularly
deals with King Saul's messengers. So he [Saul] sent men
to capture him [David]. But when they saw a group if prophets

prophesying... the Spirit if God came upon Saul's men and they
also prophesied.
Just think about that scene for a moment. Here are Saul's
men, hunting David down, trying to kill him, and they
pass a group of prophets on the side of the road. All of a
16
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sudden the Spirit of God comes upon them, and they begin
to prophesy too!
There are two other very important Old Testament
references to the work of the Holy Spirit. The first one is
in Genesis 6:3 KJV, where the Lord said, My Spirit shall not
always strive with man. You see, it's the work of the Holy
Spirit to reconcile man to God, or restore the relationship
between them broken by sin. The second reference is in
Zechariah 4:6 KJV: [It's] not by might, nor by power, but by
my spirit, saith the Lord. In other words, it's the person of
the Holy Spirit that helps you accomplish God's purpose
in your life.
The most important prophetic promise of the Old Testament is found inJoel2:28,29,32 KJV, and it speaks of a new
day that was to come upon the earth:

I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions: and also upon the servants and upon the
handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit ...
And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call
on the name cif the Lord shall be delivered.
Several years ago my father, Oral Roberts, received a
prophetic word from the Lord which is right in line with
that Scripture. God told him that there had been a slight
decrease in the activity of His healing power in recent years,
but that He is bringing healing back BIG TIME!
Part of what the Lord said to my father is this: "I am
going to give a personal healing visitation to every person
17
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on this earth. And they will have the opportunity to be
healed, whether they accept it or not." That's what this
Scripture inJoel2 is talking about: I will pour out my Spirit
upon ALL flesh!
THE HOLY SPIRIT
IN THE LIFE OF JESUS

The Holy Spirit is the One who conceived the Lord Jesus.
Matthew 1:20,21 KJV says:

Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him
Uoseph] in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wifejfor
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
And she shall bringforth a son, and thou shalt call
his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from
their sins.
The Holy Spirit commissioned Jesus when He descended
upon Him in the form of a dove. Mark 1:9,10 says, It came
to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee,
and was baptized byJohn in the Jordan. And immediately, coming
up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit
descending upon Him like a dove. And a voice from heaven
spoke and said, ((You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased" (v. n).
Jesus entered His public ministry when He read from the
book oflsaiah in Luke 4:18,19 KJV:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poorj
18
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he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering if sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised
[or oppressed], to preach the acceptable year if
the Lord.
Then Jesus closed the book, and everyone thought it was
wonderful. They must have been thinking, Look at joseph's
son up there! He's doing such a great job of reading the Scriptures!
Then Jesus did something that totally upset their applecart.
He declared, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears
(v. 2r). And they all got mad at Him!
Friend, when God gives you a word and you declare,
Today the Word if God is coming alive in your presence, I can
almost guarantee that somebody is going to get mad at you.
If they got angry at Jesus, they'll get angry at you too!
Now let's see how the Holy Spirit led Jesus in His earthly
life. Matthew 4:1 tells us, Then jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
There are many people who believe that satan lured the
Lord out into the desert, but that's not what the Bible says.
It says He was led there by the Spirit!
Often, when we face difficult tests and
trials, it's when we're right in the middle of
God's will!
Do you recall the story ofwhenJesus told His disciples,
((Let us cross over to the other side of the lake" (LuKE 8:22), and
19
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a great storm struck them? Now Jesus knew that a demonpossessed man was running around naked in the tombs on
the other side of the Sea of Galilee. He knew there was a
divine mission to be accomplished there.
IfJesus told you, "Let's get into a boat so we can go over
to the other side of the lake because there's a suffering
person over there that I'm going to heal," do you believe
you would be in the will of God if you went with Him? Of
course you do! And that's the safost place for you to be-right

in the middle if God's will!
Surely the disciples were in the middle of God's will
when they were out on the Sea of Galilee that day. And
yet, without warning, the storm showed up! Why? I don't
know why. A lot of people believe they are out of the will
of God when they're blasted by a terrible storm oflife.
Of course, it's always a good idea to examine yourself.

But just because you're in the middle if a storm doesn't mean that
you're out if the will if God!
Often God allows us to get into some kind
of test or trial so we can have a fresh demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit in
our lives!
The important thing is the way you handle the storm. Do
you do what the disciples did? Do you cry out, "God, don't
You care that I'm about to perish?" (See
20
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When the disciples cried out to Jesus, He stepped onto
the bow of the boat and rebuked the winds and the waves,
and the sea became as still as glass. Then He asked them,
((Where is your faith?n (LuKE 8:25).
I believe Jesus was telling the disciples that they had the

power to do the same thing He had done. And God has

given you and me the very same power today, through the mighty
Name cif]esus!
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH AND
IN THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS

The Holy Spirit is still alive and active in the church and in
the lives of individual believers today. Everything the Holy
Spirit did in the life ofJesus, He does in the church-in the
body of Christ-and in the lives of individual believers.
Concerning the birth of the church, Acts 2:1-4 NIV says,

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the
blowing cif a violent wind came from heaven and
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They
saw what seemed to be tongues ciffire that separated
and came to rest on each cif them. All cif them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them .
. Concerning the birth of individual believers, Jesus said in
John 3:5,6 NIV, ai tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom
cif God unless he is born. cif water and the Spirit. n So the Holy
21
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Spirit gave birth to the church on the Day of Pentecost,
and He also gives birth to individual believers.
The Bible also teaches us that the Holy Spirit comes upon
us to empower us. In Acts 1:8 KJV, beforeJesus ascended to
the heavenly Father from the Mount of Olives, He spoke
these words: But ye shall receive power) after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem) and in all ]udaea) and in Samaria) and unto the
uttermost part of the earth.
When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will receive
the divine energy of God, but it's not so that you can pat
yourself on the back and walk around saying, "Aren't I
great? I've got the Holy Ghost!"
God gives you the power of the Holy Spirit
so you can win the lost to Christ!
The Holy Spirit also comes to lead you and guide you.
Romans 8:14 NIV declares, Those who are led by the Spirit if
God are sons of God. And John 16:13 NIV says, ((When he)
the Spirit if truth) comes) he will guide you into all truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears) and he
will tell you what is yet to come.)) So the Holy Spirit leads the
church as a body, and He also leads and guides individual
believers as well.
WHAT IS THE ANOINTING?

I am often asked the question, "What is the anointing
of the Holy Spirit?" The anointing is that divine Holy
22
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Ghost energy that comes upon you and separates you from
yourself, filling you with God's presence so much that
when you speak, it's like God speaking. When you act, it's
like God acting. When the anointing comes upon you, it
supernaturally empties you of doubt and you're ready to
believe God for the impossible, because Mark 9:23 declares
that all things are possible to him who believes!
A few years ago, a pastor from Australia who has a
prophetic ministry I respect, prophesied over me one day.
He told me, "There is a new anointing, a new touch of the
Holy Spirit, coming upon your life. The anointing is going
to land on your shoulders, and it is going to be very heavy.
It will be like someone put barbells on your shoulders, and
you will slump under the weight of it. It will be just like
when you were a little boy and you would try on one of
your father's heavy winter overcoats."
Now when most of us were small, at one time or another
we probably tried on one of our father's overcoats. Naturally, we bent down under the weight of it because it was
too big and heavy for us.
Only five or ten minutes after that pastor spoke that word,
it felt as if a Presence suddenly landed on my shoulders. I
was sitting in the dressing room of our TV studio, slumped
down in my chair, and I couldn't move my arms. I told
him, "What you described is happening right now."
. "I'm not surprised," he replied quickly. Then he added
an additional word to the prophecy. He said, "It will
take a time of growing your faith for you to carry this
23
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anointing. It will come upon you from time to time, and
it will almost freeze you."
For the next several months, periodically that anointing
would come upon me. Today I believe it was the forerunner
of the anointing which has come upon our nightly television
program that my wife, Lindsay, and I host. While we're
on the air, the power of God flows through my hands, and
people will walk up to their television sets and lay their
hands on my hands as a point of contact to release their
faith for healing. We've received hundreds of thousands
of testimonies from people who have been miraculously
healed as a result of that anointing.
A man in Canada who had prostate cancer reported that
he had put his hands on my hands on the TV screen, and
he felt heat go through his body. When he went back to
have medical tests taken again, his doctor told him, "We
don't know what has happened, but we can't find a trace
of cancer in your body!"
We've had people put their backs, their legs, or their
shoulders against the TV screen, and they've been healed.
One woman even put her little dog's paws on the screen,
and the dog was healed!
Friend, God is doing amazing things in this hour, and
I believe He is going to continue to do amazing things
because people are hungry for the supernatural. And it's

the power cif the Holy Spirit that brings God's supernatural power
to bear in your life!
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of the LORD

YouR STRENGTH!

On the Day ofPentecost, after the disciples were newly
filled with the Holy Spirit, they crowded onto the streets
ofJerusalem. The Bible gives us the following account in
Acts 2:4-6, 12-17:

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.
And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout
men, from every nation under heaven. And when
this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and
were confused, because everyone heard them speak
in his own language ....
So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to
one another, ((Whatever could this mean?" Others
mocking said, ((They are full of new wine." But
Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice
and said to them, ((Men ifJudea and all who dwell
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed
25
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my words. For these are not drunk) as you suppose)
since it is only the third hour of the day.
''But this is what was spoken by the prophet
joel: '}lnd it shall come to pass in the last days)
says God) that I will pour out of My Spirit on all
.flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy)
your young men shall see visions) your old men
shall dream dreams.)))
Notice that the bystanders said, "These men are drunk."
Now why do you suppose the disciples were accused of
public drunkenness? There must have been some telltale
signs of drunkenness that accompanied the 120 as they
came out of the Upper Room.
Perhaps they were falling down and unable to get back
up. Maybe they were swaying, staggering, laughing, and
talking in loud voices, or perhaps they had a glazed look
in their eyes. They must have been acting as if they had been
drinking alcohol!
Someone might say, "Well, people thought they were
drunk because they were speaking in tongues." Friend,
speaking in tongues is not a sign of public drunkenness,
so it had to be something more than that!
Peter said, "These are not drunk) as you suppose.)) Now
Peter strongly implies here that they were indeed "drunk,"
but it was not because of the effects of alcohol. They were
"drunk'' on the wine of the Holy Spirit!
Could God have created a supernatural new wine, an
intoxicating beverage from heaven, one which was invisible, which required no bottle, had no smell, and left no
26
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hangover? If you've ever overindulged in alcohol, then you
know that there is usually a hangover that follows. But there
is no hangover with the joy of the Lord!
THE JOY OF THE LORD
IS MEDICINE FOR OUR SOULS!

Proverbs 17:22 KJV says, A merry heart doeth good like a
medicine. Sometimes the joy of the Lord is given as medicine
for our souls, and it can also help us cast our cares upon
the Lord as I Peter 5:7 tells us to do.
Several years ago when our ministry was going through
one of the most difficult and stressful times I can remember, I got an invitation from our dear friend, Pastor Karl
Strader, to preach at his church in Lakeland, Florida.
Now I didn't want to go, but my wife urged me to accept
the invitation. Just before my plane left for Florida, she said
to me, "Richard, something is going to happen to you
while you're in Lakeland. You're going to turn a corner in
your life and ministry." She knew I needed a fresh touch
of God's healing power to help me carry the emotional
load I had been under.
As soon as I checked into my hotel room in Lakeland,
the first thing I did was kick off my shoes, and my socks
immediately became wet! The carpet was soaking wet,
and the room smelled like mold and mildew.
All of a sudden tears began to roll down my cheeks, and
I blurted out, "God, it isn't fair! You and Lindsay send me
to Lakeland, Florida, and now I'm standing here in a motel
27
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room in the middle of a wet carpet! " I was so emotionally
empty and so distraught that I flopped down on the bed
and began to cry!
When I went to the service the next morning, I wasn't
expecting anything unusual to happen. But all of a sudden
the joy of the Lord began to break out in my soul. At first
it started as a chuckle, and the chuckle turned into a belly
laugh. Then I began to lose control, and that's when God really

began to move in on my life!
I am a person who does not like to be out of
control. But I soon learned I had to give up my
control so I could get under God's control.
In spite of my embarrassment, I stood there in the pulpit
that morning and laughed and laughed. I couldn't seem to
do anything else! Then I stepped down off the platform
and went over and sat down on the front row, where I
laughed for another twenty minutes or so.
Later, as I talked to Pastor Strader about the outbreak
of joy in his church, he read the Scripture to me from
the prophecy of Joel. Then he said, "Richard, we've
had an unusual outpouring of the joy of the Lord in our
church recently. Do you realize that the joy of the Lord
is your strength?"
"Well, of course I do," I replied.
"But do you know what that means?" he asked me.
28
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"No, I'm not sure I really do." So many times we know
all about the Bible, but we don't have an understanding of
the Bible.
Then he repeated the Scripture from Nehemiah 8:10,
which says, The joy of the Lord is your strength.
I said, "Lately, Karl, I haven't had any joy."
"Yes, I know that," he replied. "I know what you're going
through. That's why I invited you to my church, so the joy
of the Lord could take over your situation."
Then he read the Scripture in Ephesians 6:10, and all
at once a light flashed on in my spirit. It says, Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power cif his might.
Pastor Strader asked me, "How can you be strong unless
you have joy, which is your strength?"
Suddenly I saw why I was so run-down and depressed. I saw
why I had no strength. I had lost the joy of the Holy Spirit.
It was during that outbreak ofHoly Ghost joy that I heard
the Spirit speak in my heart, saying, "In the same way that
you're laughing here tonight, you're going to laugh while
I work a miracle in your life."
Suddenly I began to feel the ulcer which I had developed
begin to melt away. I felt all the stress, all the worry, all
the dread and fear leave me.

All-at once I was supercharged with faith, with
a belief, with a knowing that God was going
to miraculously change my circumstances!
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Over these last few years I have watched a supernatural
progression of the joy of the Lord in my life. Lindsay and
I have been rejoicing and sowing our seeds to God, claiming His joy, and looking to Him for our ongoing answers
and source of strength.
THE JOY OF THE LORD
IS NOT SOMETHING NEW!

Less than a year after my first experience with the joy
of the Lord, I invited a young South African evangelist
by the name ofRodney Howard-Browne to our campus
for a two-day revival. While he was here, he gave us
some historical background on the manifestations ofHoly
Ghost joy.
One of the stories he shared involved a revival that took
place in Logan County, Kentucky, in 1800, under the
leadership of a man named McGready. Now at that time
the largest city in the state of Kentucky was Lexington,
which had a population of only about 1,800 people.
Logan County was more than a hundred miles from
Lexington, and yet almost 8,000 people flocked to this
revival because of the tremendous outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. It was unprecedented to have 8, 000 people attend a revival

in that day!
There were powerful demonstrations of the Spirit, including people falling to the ground under the power of God
and others crying out for mercy. There were manifestations
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of the joy of the Lord, and uncontrollable laughter. And this
happened more than two hundred years ago!
When I first came in contact with the recent outpouring of the joy of the Lord, I thought it was something
brand new. But my mother, who is over eighty years of
age, told me, "When I was a girl, we went to revival
meetings where the joy of the Lord broke out and people
laughed uncontrollably, fell out of their chairs, and rolled
on the floor.
"I can remember men in the church having to carry
people out of the services because they couldn't walk. They
loaded them onto wagons and drove them home." Then
she laughed and said, "This is a new move to you, Richard,
but it's not a new move to God. It's a continuation of His
move of the Spirit."
The joy of the Lord and laughing in the Spirit has been
highly misunderstood by many, and in some circles it has
been abused. And there is always somebody who wants to
make a doctrine out of it. But the joy of the Lord is only
one of the fruits of the Spirit described in Galatians 5:22,23,
and we should not build an entire doctrine around it.

How does God's joy come into your life?
There's no secret formula. You don't have
to stir the pot. You don't have to finagle the
deal, try to work it up, or make it happen. IT
HAPPENS BECAUSE YOU ASK FOR IT.
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Doesn't the Bible say in James 4:2 that you have not
because you ask not? Just ask God to fill you with His joy,
and then expect Him to do it!
I've written a book entitled The Joy of the Lord ... How To
Get It and Keep It! If you'd like to receive a copy, just call
the Abundant Life® Prayer Group at (918) 495-7777 and
request it!
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THE BAPTISM
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HOLY SPIRIT
When Adam and Eve fell into sin in the Garden of Eden,
man elevated his soul over his spirit, and the spirit of man
became smothered or subdued by his soulish realm-his
mind, will, and emotions. As a result, humankind lost
our spiritual connection with God.
But when you and I receive Jesus as our Savior and are
born again by the Holy Spirit, our spirits become fully alive
to God as He originally intended for them to be. At that
time the Holy Spirit begins to assist our spirits in taking
their rightful place as the head or master over our souls.
Even after we're born again, our body and soul can easily
get into competition with our spirit for control. If we want
to learn how to abide in the Spirit and keep our spirit in
position as master over our soul, I believe, according to
God's Word, we need to experience something called the
baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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My focus in this chapter is to describe the baptism of the
Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues-described in Acts,
chapter 2-so you will better understand what we often
call the "charismatic experience" and be able to explain it
to others. Before we go any further, however, I want to
set some historical perspectives for you.
In Isaiah 44:3

TLB

there is a prophetic promise from the

Old Testament concerning the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
It says, I will give you abundant waterfor your thirst and for your

parched fields. And I will pour out my Spirit and my blessings
on your children.
Ezekiel 36:26

TLB

also declares, a! will give you a new

heart-! will give you new and right desires-and put a new spirit
within you. n That was a foretaste of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit in Old Testament days.
Now let's move on to the New Testament and look at
some of the Scriptures which testify to the authenticity of
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. In Mark 1: 8

TLB,

John the

Baptist said, a! baptize you with water but he [speaking of
Jesus] will baptize you with God)s Holy Spirit!n
And in Luke 24:49

TLB

Jesus said, ((And now I will send

the Holy Spirit upon you) just as my Father promised ...
Stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you
with power from heaven. n That's the authenticity of the
Holy Spirit baptism-the power that it brings into a
believer's life!
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This promise was not intended only for
the early church, but for all believers. Acts
2:39 TLB says, "For Christ promised him [the
Holy Spirit] to each one of you who has been
called by the Lord our God, and to your children
and even to those in distant lands!" God makes
the baptism of the Holy Spirit available to
every believer!

EVERY CHRISTIAN
HAS THE HOLY SPIRIT

It's important for you to recognize that every Christian,
every person who has received Jesus Christ as their personal
Lord and Savior, already has the Holy Spirit living inside
them. And isn't it wondeiful to know that you don't have to go
out and get Somebody that you've already got?
I often have people ask the question, "When did you
receive the Holy Ghost?" I received the Holy Ghost when
I accepted Christ. He's the One who came in and bore
witness with my spirit that I was a child of God! (See
ROMANS 8:16.)

One of the classic mistakes that we Pentecostals and
charismatics have made over the years is that we have
acted as if we have a corner on the Holy Spirit that
nobody else has. This has primarily been done out of
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ignorance and pride, but it has caused many evangelical
Christians to misunderstand the baptism of the Holy
Spirit and become offended.
We've said things like, "Do you have the Holy Ghost?"
when anyone who reads the Bible can tell you that on the
day you received Jesus, the Holy Ghost came into your life.
Every born-again believer has the Holy Spirit. You may
or may not have allowed Him to speak through you. You
may or may not have spoken in tongues, which is your
right and privilege as a born-again Christian. But there is
no way you can get saved unless the Holy Spirit bears witness
with your spirit that you are a child of God!
When the Bible speaks of Jesus baptizing us in or with
the Holy Spirit, we immediately visualize something
coming upon us externally or something being put into
us. However, the word "baptize'' in the Greek means to
completely submerge. It's used in the c~assical Greek to
describe a sunken or water-logged ship.
Really, it doesn't matter whether Jesus immerses us in the
Holy Spirit from the outside or whether He causes the Spirit
to rise up and overflow from the inside where He lives in
us. No matter how it happens, the result is the same-we
are completely submerged in the Holy Spirit.
Probably both pictures are true. The Holy Spirit comes
upon us from the outside as well as gives us an infilling on
the inside. Jesus gives us a picture of the Holy Spirit rising
up from within us and overflowing in the form of "living
water" in John 7:38 KJV: He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly [or out of our innermost being, our
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solar plexus area where we experience our deepest emotions]

shall flow rivers

of living water.

The instant we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior, the Holy Spirit comes in. But as we continue to
trust and believe Jesus, the indwelling Spirit can come
upon us from the outside as well as inundate or baptize
us. This is the experience called the baptism of the Holy Spirit

or speaking in tongues!
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PRAYER
LANGUAGE OF THE SPIRIT?

The prayer language of the Spirit, which is also referred
to as speaking in tongues, is a personal manifestation of
the Spirit of God, and it is available to every believer.
Now I'm not talking about the gift of tongues here, which
is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit referred to in
I Corinthians, chapter 12, and is usually manifested in a
group ofbelievers.

The prayer language of the Spirit is the
personal manifestation of speaking in tongues
while the gift of tongues is the public manifestation of tongues. The gift of tongues
is given as the Spirit wills, but the prayer
language of the Spirit operates through you
according to your will.
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The apostle Paul declared in I Corinthians 14:15 KJV that
you can pray in tongues, in your personal prayer language
of the Spirit, any time you want to! He said, I will pray

with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also. "I
will" here can also be interpreted to mean "I determine"
or "I decide."
Paul was s~ying, "I decide to pray with the Spirit, and
I decide to pray with the understanding also." In other
words, praying in the prayer language of the Spirit is not a
sovereign act of God. It's an act of your own human will.
The Holy Spirit is ready to speak through you at any time
you desire, but you have to decide to release that prayer
language and let Him pray through you.
What is the purpose of the prayer language of the Spirit?
It allows you to communicate directly with God at the
deepest levels of your spirit. Speaking in tongues is a prayer
and praise language to God through the Spirit living within
you. It's the language of the Spirit, not of the human mind
and not of the human intellect. It's you talking directly
to God out of the depths of your innermost being in a
heavenly, supernatural language.
In I Corinthians 14:2 the apostle Paul also tells us, He

who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no
one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.
People can't understand· you when you pray in tongues
and neither can satan because you're praying on a direct
line to God!
This gift from God of the baptism of the Holy Spiritspeaking in tongues-is one of communication. The gift
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of communication was also the first gift that God gave to
Adam, and it was a gift He intended for him to keep. You
see, the Bible says that Adam walked and talked with God.
(See GENESIS 3:8-Io.)
The prayer language of the Spirit is for your personal
edification. What does the Bible say? He who speaks in a
tongue edifies [or builds up] himself (I CoRINTHIANS 14:4). Paul
also said, Let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that
he may interpret (I CORINTHIANS 14:I3 KJV).
When we speak to God in tongues, the interpretation
illuminates our minds. Let me remind you that I'm not
talking about another of the gifts of the Holy Spirit-the
gift of the interpretation of tongues here. I'm talking about
praying in the Spirit and then stopping and praying in your
own earthly language.
This is a daily devotional prayer language
which every born-again believer has the right
to use.
How many times have you prayed in your earthly language
and the words seemed to hit the ceiling and bounce back
in your face? Any time you're feeling frustrated and unable
to communicate with God in the way your heart really
wants to, I believe that's always a good time to launch into
praying in tongues.
Romans 8:26,27 puts it this way: Likewise the Spirit also

helps our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us
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with groanings which cannot be uttered. In other words, He is
saying, "for which there is no equivalent in human speech."
Now he who searches the hearts knows what the mind if the Spirit
is, because He makes intercession for the saints [us] according to
the will if God.
Since the Holy Spirit knows the mind of the Father, He
is always praying God's perfect will. That means when you
pray in tongues, you're praying according to God's perfect
will. And that's another powerful reason why you should spend
more time praying in the Spirit!
I pray in tongues every day of my life-not because
I'm better than anybody else, but because I need help. As
Romans 8:26 indicates, I don't always know what to pray
for as I ought, and neither do you! But the Holy Spirit
always knows exactly what to pray for.
When I pray in tongues and then stop and pray in English,
invariably one of two things will happen. I will either
begin to say in English what I have been trying to say to
the Lord but was unable to express, or I will get God's
response back to me. I will get supernatural knowledge.
I will get understanding. My mind will be watered and
suddenly I will know what to do.
Let me give you an illustration of what I'm talking about.
One day I was in a hospital room praying for a man who
was in a coma. I did not-know what to do, so I began to
pray in tongues. Then I stopped and prayed in English.
After I began to pray in English, revelation came to me.
The Holy Spirit told me, "Lay your hands on him," and
the Spirit showed me exactly where to place my hands.
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Then He gave me a word of prophecy for various members
of the family and a word of knowledge for one of the
family members.
We had a tremendous time of prayer, but when I walked
out of that hospital room, the man was just as comatose as
he had been when I walked in. But a few days later that
man woke up, got dressed, and went home, healed!
Was it because of my prayer? I don't know. All I know
is that I did what the Holy Spirit showed me to do ... and
the man was healed. But the only reason I knew what to do
was that I had prayed in tongues and then stopped and prayed
in English!
Before I preach a message, I pray in tongues.
Before I get into my car, I pray in tongues.
Before I make any serious decision or any
other type of decision, I pray in the Spirit.
You may be thinking, Richard, are you some kind if spiritual
wacko? No, because most of the time people around me are
not even aware that I'm praying. I don't have to pray out
loud to pray in the Spirit. I can pray silently. Even though I
pray in tongues many times a day, I don't make a spectacle
out of it. I believe praying in the Spirit is what keeps us on God's
wavelength. And the more you pray in tongues, the more you can
keep yourself tuned in to the Spirit of the Lord.
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One night something unusual happened on our nightly
television program. God gave me a word of knowledge,
which is one of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit described in
I Corinthians, chapter 12, and it was a very specific word.
It was about a man who had suffered nerve damage during
the Vietnam War back in the 1960s. His fingers had been
severed, and it had caused numbness in his hand.
When I gave that word on our program, Lindsay looked
at me as if I were from outer space. I mean, it was such an
unusual word, and it came right out of the blue! But that
same night a man called our live TV program and gave
the following testimony:

Back in 1969 while serving in Vietnam, I had afreak accident
and three of my fingers on my right hand were cut cif.f at the joints
and crushed. The doctor sewed them back on and pinned them, but
I have never had any fteling in my hand since that time. Praise
God, tonight-thirty years later-the feeling has come back into
my hand!
What a glorious testimony! I remember another night
when a ten-year-old boy named Aaron was in the audience
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of our TV program. Since birth he'd had a curvature of the
spine and crooked feet, which caused him to trip whenever
he walked or ran. He also had severe headaches.
After the program, I laid hands on Aaron and prayed.
Immediately he felt something like a back brace move up and
down his spine. He looked at his feet, and they were straight!
Now Aaron can walk and run correctly and no longer has
headaches. That boy was completely HEALED!
Now, that miracle did not happen because of me! It
happened because of the gifts of the Spirit working through
me, specifically the gift of healing and the gift of the
working of miracles.
Let's read from I Corinthians 12:1-11

KJV:

Now concerning spiritual gifts) brethren) I would
not have you ignorant ... Now there are diversities
ofgifts) but the same Spirit. And there are differences
of administrations) but the same Lord. And there
are diversities of operations) but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the
Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
For to one is given by the Spirit the word ofwisdom;
to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the
gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning ofspirits). to another divers kinds of tongues
[or the gift if tongues]; to another the interpretation
of tongues: but all these worketh that one and the
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selfSame Spirit) dividing to every man severally as
he will.
The simple word "gifts" is a good word to describe these
blessings or spiritual graces which come from God, because
it reminds us that they cannot be earned.
A gift is not a reward for good behavior,
but it is a sign of relationship. The gifts of the
Spirit are freely given to God's children.
There are two extreme ideas to avoid concerning the gifts
of the Spirit. Number one is the idea that everyone who
is baptized in the Holy Spirit has all nine gifts available to
be manifested through them whenever he or she chooses.
It's not our choice, but the Holy Spirit's choice, as to when
any of these gifts are manifested.
The second extreme is the idea that God permanently
gives a particular gift or several gifts to certain individuals. In other words, they possess certain gifts. For example,
they could become the "official speaker in tongues" at
your church or the "official interpreter of tongues" to the
exclusion of everyone else. That is a falsehood.
People often say to me, "Richard, you have the gift of
the word ofknowledge."
To that I always reply, "No, I don't have that gift. I don't
have any of the gifts of the Spirit and neither do you." We
have the Holy Spirit, and He manifests whatever gifts He
chooses through us AS HE WILLS. Yes, He may regularly
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manifest certain gifts through a specific person, but that does
not mean those gifts are the possession of that person.
As we study the gifts of the Spirit, we find
that there are three separate groupmgs or
categories of the gifts.
The first is the inspirational or fellowship gifts. These
are what some call the "vocal" gifts. In other words, they
involve the power to speak something by the Holy Spirit.
These are the gift of tongues, the interpretation of tongues,
and prophecy.
The second grouping of the gifts of the Spirit consists of
the "power" gifts, which involve the power to do something by the Spirit. These are the gifts of healing, the gift
of the working of miracles, and the gift of faith.
The final grouping is made up of the "revelation" gifts,
which involve the power to know something only by
the Spirit revealing it to you. These are the gift of the
discerning of spirits, the word of knowledge, and the
word of wisdom.
Now I want to deal with the gifts individually, starting
with the inspirational or fellowship or vocal gifts.
THE VOCAL GIFTS

The gift of tongues and the interpretation of
tongues. The gift of tongues is the public manifestation
of speaking in tongues, and it should always be interpreted.
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The gift of tongues is delivered, or given, by an individual,
and the listeners are edified by the gift of interpretation
which follows. The interpretation may come in the form of
a word of prayer. It may be praise. It may be thanksgiving
unto God. But it will always be something that is suitable
in a public setting to encourage all who hear it, believers
and unbelievers alike.
Let me stress once again the difference between praying
in tongues in your daily devotional prayer language and the
operation of the gift of tongues. As I mentioned previously,
every born-again believer has a Bible right to pray in their
own personal prayer language. When we talk about the
gift of tongues and the gift of the interpretation of tongues,
these gifts are strictly given as the Spirit wills.
I might also point out that although I pray in tongues
every day of my life, to my knowledge God has never manifested the gift of tongues or the gift of the interpretation of
tongues through me. Why? I don't know. I'm not God.

The gift of prophecy. The gift of prophecy is manifested when a believer speaks the mind of God by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is supernatural speech
in a known language.
Although prophecy is sixth on the list in I Corinthians 12, the apostle Paul puts it at the top of the list in I
Corinthians 14. In verses 1 and 4 he says, Pursue love, and

desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy ... He
who prophesies edifies [or builds up] the church. And verse 39
makes it even clearer: Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to
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prophesy. So Paul gives the gift of prophecy preeminence
over the other gifts.
There are three ways in which prophecy ministers to
believers. Number one is edification, number two is exhortation, and number three is comfort. Or we might say
prophecy is given for the purpose of building up, urging
on, and consoling believers. Most of the time true prophecy
contains a healthy balance of these three. It may strongly
counsel you, but it does not come to condemn you.
Are we to accept every word of prophecy or tongues and
interpretation as if it were a gift of utterance from the Holy
Spirit? Or are we to accept only what is quickened to us by
the Lord? I think we need to examine it ourselves. What
does the Bible say? Let two or three prophets speak, and let the
others judge [or discern] (I CoRINTHIANs 14:29).
THE POWER GIFTS

Now let's move on to the power gifts and deal, first of
all, with the gifts of healing. The gifts of healing are
generally manifested for the supernatural curing of injuries,
handicaps, and diseases, including those beyond the aid of
natural means and human skills.
Now you may ask, "Are there examples of the gifts of
healing in the Bible?" Yes, there are many. Let me share
one with you from Acts, chapter 3.
Perhaps you've read the account of how Peter and] ohn
were on their way to the temple to pray, and the Bible
says that they passed by a lame man who had been carried
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every day to the gate called Beautiful to beg. Perhaps Peter
and John had passed by that man many times before, but
now they were baptized in the Holy Spirit. Jesus had been
resurrected and had ascended to God the Father. The Holy
Spirit had been poured out upon them, and the gifts of
healing had started to flow.
So Peter stretched out his hand and lifted the lame man
up, saying, Such as I have give I thee: In the name ofjesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up and walk (v. 6 KJV). And the man got up
and rejoiced all over the street! Now that's the operation of
the gifts of healing!

The gift of the working of miracles. Miracles are
defined as events which seem to override or contradict the
laws of nature. Several examples of this gift can be found
in the Old Testament.
One is found in Joshua, chapter 10, where Joshua and
the children of Israel were fighting in a great battle, and
they needed the sun to stand still so they could finish the
fight. The gift of the working of miracles suddenly began
to flow, and Joshua commanded the sun to stand still.
Praise God, it did, and the children of Israel wiped out
their enemies!
ANew Testament example of this gift is found in Matthew,
chapter 14, verses 15-21. The Bible tells us that Jesus fed
five thousand men, besides the women and children, with
only a few loaves of bread and a few little fishes from a
boy's sack lunch. And after everyone had eaten their fill, there
were twelve baskets offood left over!
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Friend, God wants those same kinds of miracles to flow
through His people today! Jesus said in John 14:12, "Most
assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works [or
miracles] that I do he will do also; and greater works [or miracles]
than these he will do, because I go to My Father. n
Jesus predicted that by faith you and I would
do great exploits for our God!
Now let's move on to the gift of faith. The Bible
defines faith in Hebrews 11:1: Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for. In other words, faith is not something that's
just hanging out there in thin air. Faith has substance to
it. It's the substance of the things that you're believing for.
Then the Scripture goes on to say that faith is the evidence
if things not seen.
The gift of faith usually comes at the moment it's needed.
It is best described as a supernatural knowing beyond your
own natural ability to believe. The gift of faith empties your
heart of doubt and fills you with a supernatural knowing
that comes from the Spirit of God. In spite of what you
may see with your physical eyes, the gift of faith allows
you to know that you know that you know I
THE REVELATION GIFTS

The three remaining gifts of the Spirit are called the
revelation gifts. They consist of information supernaturally
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revealed by the Lord. In simpler terms, it's the mind of
Christ being manifested through a Spirit-filled believer.

The gift of discerning of spirits. By this gift the
believer instantly grasps what is motivating a person or situation. For example, in Acts 16 the apostle Paul was in the
city of Philippi, and a young woman who was motivated
by an evil spirit cried out to him and his associates as they
went to prayer meeting one day, saying, These men are the
servants cif the most high God (v. I7).
Paul, through the gift of the discerning of spirits, recognized that this woman had a foul spirit. The Bible says that
he commanded the spirit of divination to come out ofher,
and it did (v. r8).
I dare say that the gift of the discerning of spirits works
through you more often than you realize. I've discovered
that when I suddenly know what is motivating a person
or a situation, it's usually through the operation of the gift
of discerning of spirits.
Discerning of spirits is a kind of "police" gift. It is not a
gift of policing people; it's the kind of gift that can keep
the enemy's influence from causing problems in the body
of Christ.
Now let's move on to the final two gifts of the Spirit,
and we'll couple them together: the word ofknowledge
and the word of wisdom.
The word ofknowledge is the supernatural revelation of
facts-past, present, and future. In the testimony I shared
with you about the man who was injured in Vietnam,
God gave me a word which pertained to something that
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had happened in the past. That's a perfect example of the
operation of the word of knowledge. It's the mind of Christ
being manifested to the mind of the believer in a flash of
supernatural insight to help in a situation where no human
insight is sufficient.
The word of wisdom is the supernatural application of that
knowledge. It is knowing what to do with the knowledge
God has given you. The word ofknowledge is supernaturally revealed information, but the word of wisdom tells
you how to apply the information.
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
ARE FOR EVERY BELIEVER!

In conclusion, let me remind you that the gifts of the
Holy Spirit are for every believer. They do not belong to us;
they belong to the Holy Spirit. But the good news is that
we have the Holy Spirit, and He will manifest whatever
gift He chooses through us in His timing.
Now listen to me very carefully. You can't just decide
to operate a gift of the Spirit. You can't conjure it up. You
can't make it happen. I've told God how to do it, when
to do it, where to do it, and who to do it to, and He has
never done it my way once. He does it His way.
God has His own agenda and His own timetable, and
our job is to get on board with Him. I believe if you will

open yourself up to the Lord, you can be a channel for the power
if the Holy Spirit to FLOW through!
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Immediately after the Holy Spirit was poured out on the
Day of Pentecost, the disciples of Jesus were empowered
to carry out the very things which He had taught them
to do. They healed the sick, raised the dead, and cleansed
the lepers by the authority ofJesus' Name. And they did
it in fulfillment of the Lord's promise that if we believe in
Him, we will do the works that He did, and greater works

than these we will dol (See JoHN

14:12.)

When we talk about the Holy Spirit and healing, you
might ask the question, Is healing exclusively the work

if the

Spirit, or does faith have a role to play in it?
Certainly, in healing the importance of faith cannot be
underestimated. Many times you'll find that the sick person's
faith is the key to healing. There were many instances in
the Bible where Jesus perceived that a person had faith to
be healed, and He called attention to it.
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For example, in Matthew 9:22 Jesus told the woman
who'd had an issue of blood for twelve years, ((Be ofgood
cheer) daughter; your faith has made you well.))
In Matthew 15:28, He said to the Syrophoenician woman
whose daughter was possessed by a demonic spirit, ((Great
is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire. n And her daughter
was healed that very hour!
In both of these cases, the person either did
or said something which gave evidence of
their faith, and healing was the result.
Many times in my own life and ministry, I have seen in
someone's eyes or perceived in their countenance that their
faith was moving. Perhaps you remember the Scripture in
Acts 14:8-10, where the apostle Paul perceived that a man
had faith to be healed. When he laid his hands on the man,
he was healed!
THE LAYING ON OF HANDS

The Bible teaches us that Jesus and the Holy Spirit may
minister healing through the believer by many different
avenues. The first is by the laying on ofhands. This is found
in Mark 16:18 where Jesus said, ((They [believers] will lay
hands on the sick) and they will recover. n
When Jesus said this, He was speaking to His twelve disciples. As a result, much of the church has gotten the idea that
the laying on ofhands was only for the twelve disciples.
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But let me remind you that the Lord also
declared inJohn 8:31, ".if you abide in My word,
you are My disciples indeed." You and I are the
modern-day disciples of Jesus!

The laying on of hands usually means touching the
sick person's head or the place on their body where the
sickness is located. I'm always very sensitive about where
I lay my hands on people, especially if I'm praying for a
woman. I sometimes even ask the person I'm praying for if
they're comfortable being touched, and I'm sensitive to their
personal feelings. I think we need to use good common
sense in everything we do for the Lord.
In Luke 13:13 Jesus laid His hands on a woman who
had been bowed over with an infirmity for some eighteen
years, unable to straighten herself up, and she was healed.
In Luke 4:40 the Bible says, When the sun was setting, all

those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought
them to Him Uesus] ; and He laid His hands on every one cif
them and healed them. The laying on ofhands is not magic;
it is scriptural.
I've learned from my father, Oral Roberts, not to lay my
hands on a person until I'm ready to release my faith. Our
dear friend Kenneth Copeland explained to me how he
learned that same principle from my dad years ago.
He said that when he first came to Tulsa as a thirtyyear-old freshman at ORU (and also as the copilot for the
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airplane which we had at that time), he was fascinated by
my father's ministry. He desired to have a laying-on-ofhands ministry himself, so he stayed close to my dad's side
during all ofhis crusades.
Often my father would have Kenneth lay hands on
someone, and as he put his hands on them and began to
pray, my dad would say, "Now, Kenneth, don't touch them
until you're ready to release your faith."
Kenneth told me later, "Richard, your father uses faith
like a mechanic uses a wrench." You don't take the wrench
and put it on the nut until you're ready to turn it, do you?
Ifs the same with your faith!
SPEAKING THE WORD OF HEALING

Psalm 107:20, prophesying about Jesus, says, He sent His
word and healed them) and delivered them from their destructions. How did He send His Word? He spoke it. This was
a prophecy regardingJesus both as the Word who became
flesh and also as the Messiah who was empowered to heal
the sick by speaking the word of healing.
In Matthew chapter 8, a Roman centurion went to Jesus
to request healing for his military aide. He told the Lord,
Only speak a word) and my servant will be healed (v. 8). He was
saying, ''Jesus, You don't have to travel up the seacoast to
my home where my aide lies sick, paralyzed and dreadfully
tormented. You can speak the word here, and he will be
healed there."
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This was a man who believed in the power of the spoken
word when it was spoken by one who had the authority to
speak it. The centurion recognized that Jesus Christ had
authority above all authority, and his faith coupled with
Jesus' spoken word, brought healing to his sick military
aide that same hour.
Let me remind you that when we speak in
Jesus' mighty Name, you and I, as believers,
have exactly the same kind of authority that
Jesus had.
Now I want to give you an example from my own life
of my speaking a word of healing for someone's sick body
to be healed.
Several years ago, a dear friend of ours in the ministry
gave me a word of prophecy. She said that God was going
to cause some medical doctors to use our nightly TV
program as a "prescription" for their patients. It was only a
few months later when we received the following testimony
from a woman who confirmed that prophecy:

Richard, while I was pregnant, I went to the doctor
for a regular checkup, and a few days later I was
called and asked to come back for another visit. The
doctor told me there were some abnormalities on my
Pap test, and I was sent to a cancer specialist, who
diagnosed me with invasive cervical cancer. I learned
that not only was I going to lose the baby but also I
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would have to have a complete hysterectomy and go
through chemotherapy.
Needless to say, I was stunned. My mother watches
your TV program every night. I went by to see her
that evening, and your program was on the air. You
gave a word q knowledge about cervical cancer being
healed, and when you stretched out your hands to
pray, I put my hands on the TV screen. My mother
laid her hands on me so I could have a "triple
whammy" healing.
When I went back to the doctor, he did some more
tests. When he saw the results, he turned as white as
a sheet. He said that I showed no signs q cancer.
I wanted a second opinion so I went to another
specialist. He said the same thing. When I called
my family doctor and told him what had happened,
he said that he was going to use your TV show as
a prescription for all q his patients!
Praise God, that was evidence of our dear friend's word
of prophecy coming to pass! And this woman's healing is a
powerful example of my speaking the word and someone
being healed as a result!
ANOINTING WITH OIL

Another Bible-honored way of ministering healing to
the sick is through the use of anointing oil. James 5:14,15
says, Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders q the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
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name cif the Lord. And the prayer ciffaith will save the sick, and
the Lord will raise him up.
The elders, the leaders of the congregation, are to anoint
with oil as they pray for the sick. The custom today is to
touch someone's forehead with a drop of oil on your hand
as you pray for them.
You see, in the Bible, oil is one of the symbols of the Holy
Spirit. Of course, you must be very careful not to make
your entire theology revolve around the use of anointing
oil, because there is no power in the oil. It is simply a point
of contact to help you release your faith to God.
Several years ago we sent out little vials of oil to all of
our Partners, and we got a letter from a family in Arkansas.
Their nine-year-old son had been deaf in one ear since
birth. He came home from school one afternoon before his
parents got home from work, and he saw our letter with
the anointing oil in it. He opened it, read the letter, and
then took the anointing oil and rubbed it on his deaf ear.
God instantly restored his hearing! That was an incredible

miracle which took place through the use of anointing oil.
GIVE THE GLORY TO GOD
FOR THE HEALING!

In closing this chapter, let me simply say that the best way
I know to experience healing and grow in the ministry
of healing is to pray for someone else to be healed. James
5:16 says, Pray for one another, that you may be healed.
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Now that's an interesting concept. We pray
for other people so that we can be healed?
That's what the Bible says. In other words,
when we pray for others to be healed, we
have a Bible right to expect healing to be
multiplied back to us.

I remember several years ago when a co-worker with us
was struck with cancer. She began to make a list of everyone
around her who needed healing, and then she faithfully
prayed for those individuals to be healed. It wasn't long
until the cancer completely disappeared from her body!
Friend, no matter how healing comes, always remember
that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Healer. If it comes through
the laying on of hands, if it comes through the operation
of the gifts of the Spirit, if it comes through speaking the
Word, if it comes through the use of anointing oil, if it
comes through diet or climate or exercise, or if it comes
through the work of a physician, God is the Source of all
healing power.
Yes, God works through doctors. I thank God for medical
science. I thank God that doctors don't have a problem
with believing for you to get well. If we receive a healing
through medical science, it's natural to want to thank the
doctor. BUT WE MUST ALWAYS GIVE THE GLORY

FOR THE HEALING TO THE LORD.
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After Jesus descended from the Mount of Transfiguration described in Matthew 17, He gathered His disciples
together for a moment of communication. They must have
wondered, Lord, who is going to guide us when You're gone?

Where will we go for the words of eternal life?
Jesus read their minds. He knew the questions that flooded
their hearts. He also knew that they were going to be
persecuted. He knew they were going to be struck down.
He knew they were going to be tortured for His Name's
sake. He realized that many of them would be dragged
before judges, stoned, and left for dead, that some would be
crucified, boiled in oil, eaten by wild animals, or thrown
to the lions.
Jesus' words came to life when He said, I will not leave

you comfortless (JoHN r4:r8 KJV). He was saying, "I will never
turn you over to the clutches of Satan. No matter what
battle you're going through, you are not alone."
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And, friend, you may be going through
something that's threatening to take you
out, but you are not alone. When you know
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you will
always have the comfort of the Holy Spirit
in your heart!

In the midst of one of the greatest trials I ever experienced, the Holy Spirit brought me healing and comfort.
In the early 1980s, our son, Richard Oral, was born, and
the doctor proclaimed him perfectly normal. However,
within thirty-six hours, he developed a breathing problem
and went home to be with Jesus. Even with people all over
the world praying, lifting up a standard of prayer, and with
us laying our hands on his little body in the intensive care
unit of the hospital and praying a hole in the sky, that little
boy died in my arms.
Lindsay and I were devastated. There is no way to describe
what it is like to lose a child if you have not experienced
it. When a little one dies in your arms and you feel the life
go out of its body, there are no words to describe it.

There simply weren't enough tears. Condolences didn't help.
Sympathy didn't help. The only thing that brought us
through that trial was the comfort of the Holy Spirit,
praying in tongues, and interpreting back to our minds,
as the Bible teaches.
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Not long after Richard Oral's death, I was scheduled to go
to Africa for a crusade. Lindsay had planned to be at home
taking care of the new baby. But with the homegoing of
our son, she felt led to fly to Nigeria to be with me. It was
during that crusade that God healed our wounded hearts
through the power ofHis Spirit. Afterward we decided to
try again to have a child, and we now have three beautiful
girls-Jordan, Olivia, and Chloe.

We learned during that terrible time that it is the Holy Spirit
alone who can bring comfort to our hearts and give us the supernatural strength we need to endure any trial.
THE HOLY SPIRIT STRENGTHENS US
DURING TIMES OF SPIRITUAL CONFLICT

According to God's Word, believers experience spiritual
conflict in three major areas oflife. The first area is spiritual
conflict against the world. In John 16:33 Niv, Jesus said, ui
have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome
the world."

Jesus was saying, "While you're 1n the
world, you're going to have trouble. I'm not
sending it to you, but you're going to have it."
Then He said, "Take heart! I have overcome
the trouble. I have overcome the world."
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Let me just say here that I am not a U.S. Marine. I have
never been a U.S. Marine. But I am a Marine for the Holy
Ghost. You seej a Marine is expected to be unaffected by
cold or heat. It doesn't matter how heavy the gunfire is. It
doesn't matter how terrible the conditions are. It doesn't
matter how wet or how dry you are. It doesn't matter
whether you get to eat or sleep. A Marine hits the beach
and gets the job done!
In the same way, a Marine for the Holy Ghost hits the
battles of life running, and he comes against all the forces
of the devil with the Word of God and his faith. A Marine
for God has a job to do. You may knock him down, but
you can't take him out!
The second area of spiritual conflict is conflict against the
flesh or against our own human nature. Galatians 5:16,17
Nrv says, So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify

the desires if the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what
is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the
sinful nature.
What is the apostle Paul saying here? He knew that we
human beings have a sinful nature. Because Adam sinned,
the seed of sin is in every person who has ever been born,
with the exception of Jesus Christ, because He did not
have an earthly father. But Paul said that we can keep that
sinful nature down if we will live by the Spirit.
You say, "But I have bad thoughts that keep bombarding my mind." You're not alone. Those same bad thoughts
came to the apostle Paul, and they come to me at times
also. Paul said, "Wherever I go, these things surround me.
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They run through my mind." (See RoMANS 7:I4-25.) Friend,
those thoughts are going to come against your mind, but
you can cast them down and live by the Spirit if you will
keep your mind and heart full of God's Word!
The third type of spiritual conflict we experience is
conflict against the devil. First Peter 5:7, 8 Niv says, Cast
all your anxiety on him Uesus] because he cares for you. Be
self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around [or
walketh about, as the KingJames Version says] like a roaring
lion lookingfor someone to devour. Notice, the Bible doesn't
say that Satan IS a roaring lion. It says that he walks around
LIKE a roaring lion.
Satan is not a lion. He is merely an imitator.
Jesus is the Lion of the tribe ofJudah (REVELATION s:s). Satan merely walks around as if he
were a lion. His roar may be loud, but it is
a false roar.
James 4:7 tells us to resist the devil. You say, "How do
I resist him?" Now I'm not swearing when I say this, but
we need to tell the devil to get the hell out of our lives! I
don't want any trace ofhell in my life. So I tell Satan to get
all the hell out of my life.
How do you resist Satan? First Peter 5:9 gives you the
answer: by standing firm in the faith. Stand strong in your
faith and quote the Word of God to the devil. When Jesus
was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, the only thing
He said to him was, It is written, and then He quoted the
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Word of God. Jesus had to quote the Word only three
times before the devil fled, because Satan cannot stand God)s
Word. (See MATTHEW 4:r-rr.)
When Peter said, "Stand firm in your faith," he was
really saying, "Don't waver. Don't be a namby-pamby,
wishy-washy Christian. Have a steel rod in your backbone,
spiritually speaking."
How can you do that? In the midst of the trouble, in the
midst of the trial, depend upon the power of the Holy Spirit.
You can draw upon His strength to make you strong.
THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US IN TIMES OF
HARDSHIP, FEAR, PAIN, AND GRIEF

The Holy Spirit is present in times ofhardship. In Matthew
10:19,20 TLB Jesus said, ((When you are arrested) don)t worry

about what to say at your trial) for you will be given the right words
at the right time. For it won)t be you doing the talking-it will be
the Spirit cif your heavenly Father speaking through you!))

I rely upon that Scripture when I have to
speak before a group of people and I don't
know what to say. That's when you depend
upon the Holy Spirit to fill your mouth, and
He will give you a godly wisdom like you've
never known before.
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Second Timothy 1:8 says to accept your share of the
hardships that faithfulness to the Gospel entails, and you
can do it in the strength that God gives you. Now that
could be coupled with the apostle Paul's words in Philippians 4:11 when he said, "I have learned how to be happy
in whatever state I'm in." Paul was not talking about being
happy in the state of Oklahoma, Illinois, California, or
New York. He was saying that he chose to be happy in
whatever condition he found himself, knowing that "by
faith" a better condition was coming.
When you're a Marine for God, it doesn't matter what
the temperature is, how itchy the sand is, or how many
crabs are crawling up and down the beach. You've got to
stand your ground until the job is done, until the enemy
is wiped out. It's going to be him or you, and you've got
to be determined that it's not going to be you.
James 1:2-4 tells us not to resent as intruders the trials
and temptations which crowd into our lives, but to welcome
them. David had to get close to Goliath to take his sword
from him and cut offhis head! (See I SAMUEL 17:sr.) In the

same manner we need to chop the heads
keep rearing their ugly heads at us!

off those problems

that

The Holy Spirit will also help you in times of fear. Luke
12:4 NIV says, "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those
who kill the body and after that can do no more.'' What is the
writer saying here? People can kill your body, but they
can't kill the real you because you are more than just your
body. You're a spirit, and your spirit is going to live forever.
Then he says, "But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear
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him who, qfter the killing of the body, has power to throw you into
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him (v. s).
Now let's read II Timothy 1:7, which says, God has not given

us a spirit offear, but ofpower and of love and of a sound mind.
God does not want you to be dominated
by fear. He sent the Holy Spirit to help you
drive all ungodly fear out of your life!
The Comforter is the One who soothes us in times of
pain or grief He is the divine Paraclete, the One called
alongside to help, the One who eases pain and sorrow, the
One who brings relief, who consoles, who brings encouragement. He is the One who lays us down on a warm bed
of safety. Psalm 23:2 declares, He makes me to lie down in
green pastures.
By calling the Holy Spirit the Comforter, Jesus predicted
that there would be great pain and suffering among His
people in the last days. Friend, I don't think the pain level is
going to diminish in the future. I think it's going to become
greater as we approach the Rapture of the church and the
Second Corning of the Lord. (See I THESSALONIANS 4.)
I don't believe things are going to get better in the natural
world; I believe they're going to get worse. As I read Bible
prophecy I see this world going to hell in a handbasket.
But those of us who serve the Lord can live above all that

by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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HOW DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT
BRING COMFORT?

One way the Holy Spirit brings comfort is by reminding you that He lives in you with all the power of God
resident in His being. Romans 8:11 NIV says, And if the
Spirit cif him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. This means that no
matter what you're going through, the power of the Holy
Spirit is living in you to give you strength and joy and the
boldness you need to make it through the hardship.
Another way the Holy Spirit brings you comfort is to
flood you with the knowledge that God loves you. Romans
8:35-39 paraphrased says:

Who can separate us from the love cif Christ? Can
trouble, pain, or persecution? Can lack cif clothes and
food, danger to life and limb, the threat and force cif
arms? No. In all these things we win an overwhelming victory through him who has proved his love for
us. I have become absolutely convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor messenger cifheaven, nor monarch
or king cif earth, neither what happens today, nor
what may happen tomorrow, neither a power on high
nor a power from below, nor anything else in God's
whole world has any power to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
What did we sing when we were children? ''Jesus loves
me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to
Him belong. They are weak but He is strong. Yes, Jesus
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loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me." Why?
"The Bible tells me so." That's not just a song; it's a powerful statement of faith!
It's absolutely vital for you to know that
God loves you, but it's also equally important
for you to learn how to walk in the Spirit
and not walk by your feelings. This allows
the Holy Spirit to do in you what He has
been sent to do.
In the midst of the trial, in the midst of the turmoil and
trouble, don't let negative reports sway your emotions. Let
God lift your spirit and your emotions through His Word
and also through the comforting words that the Holy Spirit
speaks in your heart!
In the midst of my own trials, the Holy Spirit is living in
me and He is comforting me. He is telling me, "Richard,
you can do it!" But I'm not the one who is doing it. I don't
take any credit for the victory. I GIVE ALL THE GLORY
AND HONOR TO JESUS! HE IS THE ONE WHO IS
DOING IT THROUGH ME!
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EVANGELISM
True evangelism proclaims a Jesus who both saves and
heals. It not only involves preaching and teaching the
Word, but it also involves God confirming His Word with
signs following!
There are several things I want to share with you about
healing evangelism. First of all, Jesus Christ came into the
world to save us from sin and reconcile us to God. Romans
10:9 says,

lf you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and

believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead) you
will be saved.
The word "saved" here is the Greek word sozo. When
properly translated, it means many different things including to be healed, saved from danger, kept in safety, and
saved from eternal death. Sozo might also be translated

saved /healed.
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As far as Jesus is concerned, salvation and
healing are a total package.

Second, evangelism is proclaiming the Word of God
through preaching and one-on-one personal contact. When
we proclaim the Word of God, we're proclaiming the
message of Jesus, because Jesus is the living Word. John
1:1 says, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. Verse 14 continues, And the

Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.
Jesus was the Word of God, and He became flesh through
the Incarnation. In Psalm 107:20, the psalmist prophesied,

He Uesus] sent his word and healed them, and delivered them
from their destructions. When we proclaim the Word of God,
we can expect it to set captives free!
Third, it's important to build people's faith for healing
through hearing the Word. Notice that Luke's gospel
records in two separate places that people came to Jesus for
these two specific reasons: to hear Him and to be healed
by Him.
Luke 5:15 says, The report went around concerning Him all
the more; and great multitudes came together to hear Uesus] , and
to be healed by Him of their infirmities. Luke 6:17 also tells us,
And He Uesus] came down with them and stood on a level place

with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude ofpeople ... who
came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases. Once again,
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this illustrates the direct link between hearing the Word
of God and healing.
If you recall, Jesus often said to those whom He had
healed, "Your faith has made you whole." And Romans
10:17 declares, Faith [which includes faith for healing] comes

by hearing, and hearing by the word if God. So hearing the
Word of God and healing are linked together.
Fourth, an evangelistic life is a healing life. As Christians,
we are called to be ambassadors for Christ. In other words,
we are to stand as His representatives.
The totality of Jesus' life and ministry is summed up
in Matthew 4:23: And Jesus went about all Galilee, teach-

ing in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among
the people. There is no way that we can be ambassadors
for Christ without including healing as a central part of
our ministry.
Fifth, Jesus both commanded and prophesied the ministry
ofhealing for His followers. In Matthew 10:7,8 He told His
disciples, (:4.s you go, preach, saying, (The kingdom if heaven

is at hand.' Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast
out demons. Freely you have received, freely give."
Then in Mark 16:15-18,Jesus spoke to His disciples before
He was received up into heaven. He said, aGo into all the

world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and
is baptized will be saved .... (:4.nd these signs willfollow ·those who
believe ... they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."
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Jesus clearly intends for His followers to carry
on His healing ministry all across the earth.
Sixth, preaching the Gospel and healing the sick were
never meant to be separated. Unfortunately, that's what
many Christians today have done. They've decided that
God has the power to save, but somehow He has lost the
power to heal. No, He has not lost any of His power!
In the life and ministry ofJesus and also in the ministry
of the disciples of the early church, preaching, teaching,
and healing were always in evidence together. Don't preach
a one-third message. Don't preach a two-thirds message.

Preach the FULL GOSPEL ifJesus!
SEVEN REASONS
YOU CAN KNOW THAT JESUS HEALS

Number 1: Jesus heals because He has compassion.
Because of what the Lord endured on the Cross, He understands the pain and suffering which we often experience.
Hebrews 4:15 KJV says, For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling if our infirmities.

Jesus sits where you sit. He feels what you
feel. He knows what you're going through.
And He comes to you at the very point of
your need.
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Mark 1:40,41 says, Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him,
kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, ulf You are willing,
You can make me clean." Then Jesus, moved with compassion,
stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, ((I
am willing; be cleansed." Or, in other words, "It is My will.
Be healed."
Now the leper presented a great theological question
in that Scripture. He said, ''Jesus, You can heal me if You
want to." But Jesus settled that question once and for all by
saying, "It's My will. I want to. Be healed."

Number 2: Jesus heals to bring glory to the Father. In
John chapter 11,Jesus received word that His friend Lazarus
was sick, and He spoke these words: ((This sickness is not
unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be
glorified through it" (JoHN rr:4). Now He wasn't saying that
sickness glorifies God. He was saying that healing brings
glory to God.
Believe me, it gave glory to the Father when Lazarus
was raised from the dead. And Jesus loves to heal people
because it brings glory to His Father!

Number 3: Jesus heals to fulfill the Father's promise.
The miracles Jesus performed throughout the New Testament and also those He performs today are a fulfillment of
God's promise spoken to His people through the prophets.
Matthew 8:16 NIV says, Many who were demon-possessed were
brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and
healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through
the prophet Isaiah: ((He took ... our infirmities and carried our
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diseases.n Jesus heals because God promised in His Word
that He would heal His people.
Number 4:Jesus heals because healing belongs to God's
children. Healing is referred to in the Scriptures as "the
children's bread." In Matthew 15:21-28 NIV, a Syrophoenician woman went to Jesus in behalf of her demonpossessed daughter. At first He wouldn't answer her. Then
the disciples told Him, "Send her away. She's crying and
whining after us."
Finally, when Jesus did speak to her, He said, "I'm sorry,
but I'm not sent to you." It sounded like a racial slur, but
Jesus meant she was not a Jew. She was not of the household of faith.
Then He added, alt is not right to take the children's bread
and toss it to their dogsn (v. 26). You see, the Syrophoenicians
were a nomadic people. They lived like wild animals and
worshiped many gods. Jesus was saying, "It's not right to
take healing, which is the children's bread, and give it to
someone whose people live like dogs."
What the woman said next was most remarkable. She
declared, ''Jesus, you're right. But even the little lap dogs
eat the crumbs that fall from their Jewish master's table."
In those days in Israel, the master of the house often had
a little lap dog, and he would take the crumbs from the
table and feed them to the little dog. What she was saying
was this: "Look, Jesus, You don't have to do some great
thing for me. Just give me one tiny crumb ofYour healing
power, and my daughter will be healed."
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Jesus turned to this woman and marveled, saying,
"Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted."
And her daughter was healed from that very hour! (v. 28).

Number 5: Healing demonstrates the power of God.
When the critics of Christ came against Him in Jerusalem,
He answered them this way: ulf I do not do the works cif My
Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not believe
Me, believe the works [or believe for the very works' sake],
that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I
in Him" (JoHN 10:37,38).
Now that's a fair test. Jesus was saying, "Ifl don't do the
works of the Father, then don't believe in Me. But ifl am
doing the works of the Father, even though you don't believe
in Me, believe for the sake of the works themselves."

Number 6: Healing demonstrates the power ofJesus'
blood. Even before Jesus went to the Cross, He did something that was incomparable. The Bible says that He took
thirty-nine lashes on His back. Thirty-nine lashes was just
one lash short of a death sentence under Roman law.
I've heard it said that if you categorized all the illnesses in
the world and put them into proper groups under proper
headings, you would have thirty-nine categories of diseases.
Through the blood that Jesus shed, He took on all thirtynine sickness groups for your healing and mine.

Number 7: Jesus heals to destroy the works of the devil.
Every time a person is healed, Satan's kingdom is dealt
another devastating blow. The Scripture declares in I John
3: 8, For this purpose the Son cif God was manifested, that He
might destroy the works cif the devil.
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The Bible demonstrates Jesus' authority over
satan by relating the many times the Lord
cast out demons during His ministry.

The Scripture in Acts 10:38 also emphasizes the strong
connection between healing and overcoming the works of
the devil. It says, God anointedJesus of Nazareth with the Holy

Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with Him.
Jesus heals to set people free from satan's bondage!

WAYS TO RECEIVE HEALING
There are many biblical ways to receive healing. One
way you can receive healing is to call for the elders of the
church. What does the Bible say in James 5:14,15 KJV?

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer
offaith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise
him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall
be forgiven him.
Calling for the elders of the church is a Bible-honored
way of receiving healing.
Another way to receive healing is through the laying on
of hands. As I mentioned in an earlier chapter, you will
find that Jesus laid His hands on the sick throughout the
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Gospels. Also, in the book of Acts the disciples laid their
hands on the sick.
In Matthew 8:14,15, Jesus touched the hand of Peter's
mother-in-law, and her fever left her. In Mark 5:22-24,
35-43, He raisedJairus' daughter from the dead by taking
her by the hand and speaking to her. Jesus had a handson ministry.
I remember when I was a boy, a man who was in the final
stages of cancer was brought to one of my dad's healing
crusades. He had a type of cancer which can produce a
strong odor.
As soon as my father started to pray for this man, the
smell choked him so badly that he turned away. Then, all
of a sudden, he whirled around and took the man in his
arms and prayed for him.
Later my dad told me, "The smell upset my stomach so
badly that I said, 'Lord, I can't pray for this man.' Immediately the Holy Spirit spoke in my heart and said, 'If you're
not willing to lay your hands on him, then you're not
worthy to be My child.'"
My father continued, "I had to turn around and take that
man in my arms and pray for him.''
You talk about paying a price! My father has paid a price
for the healing ministry! And he has laid his hands on over a

million and a halfpeople and believed God for their healing!
Every time I conduct a healing crusade, there are many
who come to the services whom the doctors have given up
on. I'm not too big or too important to take those people in
79

RICHARD ROBERTS

my arms and hold them and love them and pray for them
to get in touch with God for a miracle.
I can't tell you how many AIDS patients I've prayed for.
"Aren't you afraid to lay your hands on them?" you may
ask. No, I'm not afraid. I take the natural, normal precautions, but I'm not afraid.
Jesus touched lepers, and He didn't seem
to be concerned about contracting leprosy. I
think we need to show care and compassion
for the sick the same way Jesus did.
I've been called to pray for people in indescribable situations in hospital rooms-even when they had the rare
flesh-eating disease. And I was not afraid to touch them,
because I was moved with the compassion that Jesus felt
for the sick.
A third way to receive healing is through intercessory
prayer. In Genesis 20:17, Abraham prayed for the healing
of Abimelech and his wife so that they could have children,
and the prayer was answered. Intercessory prayer works!
In Luke 18:1-8 Jesus dealt with the importance of persistent prayer. You see, intercessory prayer often involves a
struggle against the powers of darkness. Persistent prayer
and faith are the keys to healing in such cases.
A fourth way to receive healing is by meditating on
God's Word. Proverbs 4:20-22 promises healing to the
flesh of those who attend to God's Word, who do not let
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it depart from their eyes, and who keep it deep within
their hearts.
Romans 10:17 declares, Faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God. After we begin to hear the Word, we
need to keep hearing it, meditating on it, and turning it over
in our minds. To meditate on the Word means to mutter,
to say it over and over until it becomes a part of you.
A fifth way to receive healing is by confessing the Word
of God. Second Corinthians 4:13 tells us that the more we
believe something, the more we'll say it. But the reverse
is also true. The more we say something, the more likely we are

to believe it!
Let me give you another Scripture along these lines.
Proverbs 18:21 says, Death and life are in the power of the
tongue. It's so important for us to speak life and not death!
If I stood up and confessed, "I have debt; I have bills,"
and that was all I talked about, I would be speaking death
into my situation. No, instead, I am speaking life in the mighty

Name ofjesus!
A sixth way to receive healing is by obedience to a
divinely given instruction. In the Gospels Jesus often gave
people instructions when they sought to receive healing
from Him. In John 9:7 He told the blind man, uco, wash
in the pool of Siloam. n The Bible says the man obeyed and
came back seeing. It was obedience to Christ's instructions
which produced the healing ofhis eyes.
If you recall the story, Jesus spit on the ground and made
a mudpack from the spittle. Then He smeared it over the
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blind man's eyes. Afterward He told him to go to a local
pool and wash off the mud.
Can you imagine the conversation as the blind man and
his friends were walking to the pool!
"What are you doing?"
"Well, this guy spit on the ground and rubbed mud on
my eyes. Then He told me to go wash it off and I would
be healed."
"Oh, yeah? You really believed that?"
Friend, sometimes God will tell you to do things that you
don't understand. But when the man followed Jesus' instructions

and washed in the Pool of Siloam, his eyes were healed!
A seventh way to receive healing is by receiving deliverance from evil spirits. The casting out of demons goes
hand in hand with the healing of the sick in many passages
in the New Testament-especially in the ministry ofJesus.
Wherever Jesus went, He attracted demonic spirits. Why?
Because demons are attracted to the light. Demonic spirits
were attracted to the light of the healing ministry ofJesus,
just as insects are attracted to the light outside your house.

And part

of healing involves the casting out of demons.

In Matthew 10: 8, Jesus commanded His disciples: ((Heal

the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely
you have received,Jreely give." It's absolutely vital to deal with
any demonic forces that may be at the root of a person's
sickness or infirmity.
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Why should we cast out Satan and pray for
God to heal the sick? Because that is what will
draw the world to Jesus! People are hungry for
the supernatural.

That's why they're flocking to the movie theaters. That's
why they are glued to the TV screen. That's why they are
dialing the 1-900 numbers. They're searching everywhere
for the supernatural.
But I've got news! As Christians, we have the authentic
supernatural. Hollywood cannot compare to the true
supernatural power that Jesus has. Jesus heals, delivers,
and sets people free! He is the source of all heavenly super-

natural power.
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CHAPTER

9

THE HOLY SPIRIT

and

CROSSING

CuLTURAL BARRIERS
There are many examples in the Bible of cross-cultural
Christianity. Our text for this chapter is found in I Corinthians 9:19-23 where the apostle Paul says:

For though I am free from all men, I have made
myself a servant to all, that I might win the more:
and to the Jews I became as aJew, that I might win
Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the
law, that I might win those who are under the law;
to those who are without law, as without law ... that
I might win those who are without law; to the weak
I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I
have become all things to all men, that I might by
all means save some.
Paul had an ability to open himself up to minister to
anyone, no matter what their background or culture. He
said, "I have become all things to all people so that I can
relate to everyone."
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Friend, I truly believe that is our call today.
If we're going to reach the world for Christ,
we're going to have to cross cultural lines.
Let's do a quick Bible study of the way Jesus and His
disciples crossed cultural lines. In John 4:7-10,13,14

Nrv

Jesus crossed cultural barriers when He ministered to a
Samaritan woman. If ever there was anybody whom the
Jews hated, it was the Samaritans. Let's read this passage:

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water)
Jesus said to her) uwill you give me a drink?n ...
The Samaritan woman said to him) ((You are a
Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?)) (For Jews do not associate
with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered her) ulf you knew the gift of God
and who it is that asks you for a drink) you would
have asked him and he would have given you
living water ... Everyone who drinks this water
will be thirsty again) but whoever drinks the water
I give him will never thirst. Indeed) the water I
give him will become in him a spring
welling up to eternal life. n

of water

Then Jesus asked her, "Where is your husband?"
"I don't have a husband," she replied.
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The Lord said, "You've had five husbands, and you're
not married to the man you're living with now." In other
words, He read her mail!
Not only was this Samaritan woman an outcast to the
Jews but also she was an outcast among her own people
because she had been divorced five times and she was living
with a man to whom she was not married. So Jesus really
crossed a double cross-cultural line with this woman. But,
praise God, after He reached out to her, she became a poweiful
evangelist for the Lord. And many of the Samaritans believed in
him because if the woman's testimony! (See v. 39.)
A good modern-day example of someone crossing cultural
barriers is found in a story I once heard Dr. David Yonggi
Cho tell. He pastors the largest church in the world, in
Seoul, Korea.
Many Koreans hate the Japanese because of their occupation of Korea and the cruel way their military treated the
Koreans. Yet God spoke to Dr. Cho and told him to build
churches in Japan.
He said it took everything within him to cross that
cultural line. But the power of the Holy Spirit and the
compassion ofJesus rose up in him, and he began to take
the Japanese people in his arms. As a result, there are now
hundreds of churches established in Japan, and Dr. Cho was
set free from that hatred and bitterness!
Perhaps one of the most powerful examples of the way
the Holy Spirit leads us into cross-cultural Christianity is
the story ofPeter in Acts, chapter 10.
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One day Peter went up on the roof to pray, and he fell
into a trance. In the Spirit, he saw something like a great
sheet coming down to him, filled with all types of wild
animals, creeping things, and birds. And God said to him,

((Rise, Peter; kill and eat" (v. 13).
But Peter cried out words to this effect, "Lord, none of
these things have ever passed my lips! I've never crossed
cultural lines by eating these animals which the pagan world
eats." You see, Peter strictly observed the Jewish dietary
laws, so he would never have eaten those particular birds
or animals because they were considered to be unclean.
Then God said to him, "Who are you to say that something I have cleansed is unclean? What God has cleansed you

must not call common" (v. 15).
Now the Lord gave Peter that experience by the power
of the Holy Spirit because he was about to meet a Roman
centurion named Cornelius. The Holy Spirit was about to
be poured out upon the Gentiles. God gave Peter a beautiful illustration of the way he could cross cultural lines so
he would have an open heart and not be put offby taking
the gospel message to the Gentiles.
When Peter preached the Gospel to Cornelius and his
family, there was a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit on
the Gentiles (see vv. 44-47). And that's how the rest of us
who are Gentiles got in-because Peter was bold enough to

cross cultural barriers I
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THE GOSPEL HAS
NO LINES OF DEMARCATION!

Friend, the Word of God knows no boundaries. If it works here in northeastern Oklahoma where I live, then it will work in Texas
or Arkansas or in places overseas also!
Now, of course, I believe we should respect the customs
and traditions of others. That's not what I'm talking about
here. I'm talking about preaching the Word of God and
proclaiming the truth of the Gospel. The Gospel is the
same no matter where you go.
The first time I went to the nation ofNigeria, I was told,
"Brother Roberts, please do not ask our people to give an
offering to the Lord because they are very poor. It won't
go over well here."
"That's the very reason I need to give them an opportunity to sow a seed to God, so God can multiply it and
bless them back," I replied. "Besides, it's the Gospel, and
if it doesn't work in Nigeria, then it won't work anywhere
else in the world."
On the opening night of the crusade, ten or fifteen
thousand people crowded onto an open field, hungry to
hear the Word of God. I preached and taught on SeedFaith, and then I told the crowd, "I want to give you an
opportunity to sow a seed to the Lord so you can release
your faith and expect Him to multiply your seed back to
you and meet your needs."
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I said, "I'm not interested in your paying for the crusade.
I want to see fruit abound to your account in heaven. I
want you to have an opportunity to get your needs met."
It was a teaching that many had never heard before!
Such a joy and hilarity came into the hearts of the people
as they began to sow their seeds to the Lord! After the
offering was counted, I was told, "This is one of the largest
offerings ever received in the history of our nation!"
But I insisted, "Not a nira (which is the name of the
Nigerian currency) will leave this country. It will be sown
right back into the Gospel here."
Friend, I crossed cultural barriers in that meeting in
Nigeria, and as a result, many amazing testimonies began
to pour in from the people who had sown their seeds
to God. He began to open the windows of heaven and pour
out blessings upon them that they could scarcely contain! (See
MALACHI J:IO,II.)

IT'S TIME FOR US
TO OPEN UP OUR HEARTS
AND CROSS CULTURAL LINES!

I remember when I was invited to speak to the queen regent
of the African republic of Swaziland. Her husband, the king,
had passed away, and the queen had been made regent as the
elder son was not yet of age to become the king.
I was invited to minister in her home. When I arrived,
she was sitting on a throne in her living room. I was told
to take my shoes off and get down on my hands and knees
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because no one is allowed to have their head higher than
the queen. So I took my shoes off and crawled into the
queen's living room.
Thirteen members ofher family were sitting around the
walls, and I preached for thirty minutes while sitting on
the floor. When I finished, I gave an invitation for salvation. All thirteen of the queen's family members lifted
their hands and prayed with me to accept Jesus Christ as
their Savior! Now the queen did not lift her hand, but her
family members did.
Afterward the queen called one of her aides over, and
they said something to each other in the Swazi language.
Then the aide turned to me and said, "She wants you to
go over and lay your hands on her."
"But you just told me that I couldn't stand up in her
presence," I protested.
"She said that you can," was his answer.
So I stood up, walked over, and laid my hands on the
queen and prayed. Then we left. I thought that was the end
of it. But when we got out into the driveway, we saw one
of the king's nephews, who had been my host, jumping
up and down, leaping and praising God.
"What's going on?" I asked him.
"You don't understand the significance of what has just
happened," he said. "This is the first time in three hundred
years that a white man has ever stood and laid his hands
on a king or queen in Swaziland."
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I didn't know that. I was just a guy who had been sitting
on the floor for thirty minutes, preaching the Gospel of
Jesus. Because I didn't hesitate to cross cultural lines, not
only was history made that day, but thirteen if the queen)s
family members gave their hearts to the Lord! And I believe it's
time for all of God's people to open up their hearts and
cross cultural barriers!
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END-TIME REVIVAL
The Bible says in John 6:2 that the multitudes followed
Jesus because they saw the miracles of healing that He
performed. You see, it's the healing power of the Holy
Spirit which causes people's hearts to become tender. When
they see the healings and miracles of God, they want to
give their hearts to Him. That's why I believe healing has
a great role to play in the end-time revival.
Revival can be defined as restoration, acceptance, activity,
or vigor after obscurity. Revival is God revealing Himself
in His holiness and irresistible power. Revival is man retiring into the background because God has taken the field.
Revival is when the preacher is silenced because of the cry
of the sinner as he gives his heart to the Lord.
Smith Wigglesworth, the great apostle of faith, prophesied
in 1947, "When the new church phase is on the wane,
there will be evidenced in the churches something that
has not been seen before: a coming together of those with
an emphasis on the Word and those with an emphasis on
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the Spirit." I believe this is literally coming to pass in our
midst today.
Wigglesworth continued, "When the Word and the
Spirit come together, there will be the biggest movement
of the Holy Spirit that the nation, and indeed the world,
has ever seen. It will mark the beginning of a revival
that will eclipse anything that has been witnessed within
these shores, even the Wesleyan and the Welsh revivals of former years. The outpouring of God's Spirit will
flow over from the United Kingdom to the mainland of
Europe, and from there will begin a missionary move to
the ends of the earth."
Friend, I believe you and I are going to be a part of that
revival because I believe we're living in the last days.
It's my own personal conviction that we
are very near the Rapture of the church, the
Tribulation, and the Second Coming of the
Lord. Why? Because I'm seeing the Scriptures
being fulfilled before my very eyes. And that
means an end-time harvest has to break loose
across the earth!

SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS
OF REVIVAL

Let's consider the characteristics of revival. First of all,
there is unity among the saints. Some of the greatest revivals
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the world has ever known, such as were noted in the book
of Acts and also in the Welsh revival which I just mentioned,
had at their core a powerful unity of fellowship and purpose
centered around the lordship ofJesus Christ.
Acts 2:1-4 tells us that when the 120 disciples came together
in one accord in the Upper Room, that's when the Holy
Spirit was poured out. That's when revival fires erupted in
the early church. That's when Peter preached a three-minute
message and three thousand people got saved!
It is also obvious that revival is prevented, hindered, and
in some cases completely destroyed by a spirit of conflict
or discord. So to have revival, we've got to get out of the
arena of discord and get into the arena of accord.
A second characteristic of revival is worldwide salvation.
Jesus said in Matthew 24:14, ((This gospel if the kingdom will

be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and
then the end will come.'' The end cannot come yet because
the Gospel has not been preached to all the groups of
people in the world. I believe Jesus' coming is very near,
but He can't come until the remainder of these people
are reached.
A third characteristic of revival is repentance and restoration. Malachi 4: 6 says, ((He will turn the hearts if the fathers

to the children, and the hearts

if the children to their fathers."

Here is another example of our coming together, of our
hearts being melded together, of our laying down all of o_ur
differences and focusing in on our commonalities. What
is our commonality? Jesus Christ is our commonality. We
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need to lay down all of our different interpretations and
worship Him.
A fourth characteristic of revival is the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. The apostle Peter quoted from the book ofJoel
in his powerful sermon on the Day of P~ntecost:

(Y!nd it shall come to pass in the last days, says
God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your
young men shall see visions, your old men shall
dream dreams. . . I will show wonders in heaven
above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and
fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, bifore the
coming of that great and awesome day of the Lord."
(AcTS 2:17,19,20)

It's clear that Pentecost was not a complete fulfillment of
the prophecy inJoel2:28-31 because it was not an outpouring upon all flesh. Also, the massive blood and fire judgments of that prophecy did not come to pass at that time.
The fullness of this prophetic utterance is yet to come.
A fifth characteristic of revival is a hunger for righteousness.
What does the Bible say? ((Blessed are those who hunger and

thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled"

(MATTHEW

s:6).

True revival is characterized by people
hungering after the things of God.
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A sixth characteristic of revival is a deception, or we
might use the phrase "a falling away." The apostle Paul
tells us in II Thessalonians 2:3 that there will be a falling
away before the antichrist is revealed.
It's evident from the Scriptures that many will be saved in
the last days. However, with every great revival, a simultaneous falling away or backsliding seems to occur. Jude
3 and 4 warns us about such an event.
A seventh characteristic of revival is a lifestyle of worship.
Jesus said in John 4:24, ((God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth." Often we emphasize
worshiping the Lord in the Spirit, and we forget about the
truth part. Being honest before God and ourselves is a powerful

step toward true corporate revival as well as individual revival.
KEYS TO HELP YOU LIVE
IN A CONSTANT STATE OF REVIVAL

Key number 1: Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any
unconfessed sin in your life. Do as the psalmist did in
Psalm 139:24. Ask the Lord to search your heart and
show you anything there that's displeasing to Him. Then
repent of it.
Early every morning, I spend time in prayer before the
Lord, searching my heart. When I discover something in
my life that's displeasing to the Lord, the first thing I do is
repent. I say, "God, I recognize that what I've been doing
in this area of my life is wrong. I make a vow before You
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that I will not do that again. I turn from it. I ask You to
forgive me and cleanse me."
The Bible says in I John 1:9, lfwe confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Thank God, He is the God of a second chance!

Key number 2: Seek forgiveness from anyone you've
offended, and forgive those who have hurt you. Make
restitution where you can.
What do you do when someone has offended you? You
can ask them to forgive you. "But I haven't done anything
to them!" you may say. You sow the first seed of forgiveness,
and just see what happens. In my experience, many times
the other person will take that opportunity to apologize to
you because God has softened their heart. The next thing
you know, there has been restitution, and a relationship
has been restored.
I remember one time when a well-known television
minister said some terrible things about me which were
absolutely false. Resentment festered in me until I almost
hated him.
One day I was about to make an appearance as a guest
on a television program, and lo and behold, this minister
was one of the other guests! I was so angry that God would
put me in that position. People were clamoring all around
him, and he was laughing and joking.
I said, "God, it's not fair. I'm over here, miserable, and
just look at him. He's having a great time!"
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Then the Holy Spirit spoke in my heart and said, "Go
over there and ask him to forgive you."
"What do You mean, Lord?" I snarled. "I have not done
anything to him. He hurt me!"
The Holy Spirit repeated, "Go over there and ask him
to forgive you."
I had to make a decision. Was I going to be obedient to
God or was I going to just stand there and sulk? Finally
I walked over to the minister and asked him if we could
step aside for a moment. Then I said to him, "I owe you
an apo1ogy. "
He looked at me in disbelief and exclaimed, "Whatever for?"
"Because I've been upset at you," I replied. "I've been
holding something against you. I've been wrong, and
I'm sorry."
Much to my shock and amazement, the man started to
cry. He said, "Richard, not long ago I said some things
about you that I have discovered are untrue. I have repented
before the Lord, and now I ask you to forgive me."
Big tears began to roll down my cheeks, and we threw
our arms around each other. Our relationship was healed
that day.
Friend, if you want to experience continual
revival in your life, you've got to get into a
lifestyle of forgiveness even when you're not
the guilty party.
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Key number 3: Examine your motives in every word
and deed. What does the Bible say? Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God (MATTHEW 5:8). Examine your
motives. Look at the things you're doing. Examine your
reasons for doing them. Keep your heart pure!
Key number 4: Ask the Holy Spirit to guard your walk
with the Lord against complacency and mediocrity. Don't
be a mediocre, lukewarm Christian. Jesus said in Revelation 3:15,16 that He would rather you be either hot or cold
than to be lukewarm.
In academic terms, we would say, "Don't strive for a C."
God is not expecting you to be average. He wants you to
raise the bar.

Key number 5: Praise God and give thanks to Him
continually in all circumstances. Notice that I didn't say
to give God praise FOR every circumstance. There is no
way I can praise God for my problems and trials, but I can
praise Him in the middle of any trial that I'm in. And you
can praise the Lord, too, right in the middle of the trial
that you're in!
God didn't say that everything that happened in your life
was good, but He did say that all things work together for
good to those who love the Lord and are called according
to His purpose (see RoMANs 8:28). God can bring good
out of even the most devastating circumstances, if we will

let Him.
What did Paul and Silas do when they were thrown into
prison after they had been beaten and whipped for their
faith? Acts 16:25 says that while they were in that little
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dingy dungeon cell, with welts and bruises on their bodies,
they began to pray and sing praises to the Lord.
Now it's hard to praise God when you've been hit physically; when you've been hit verbally or emotionally; or
when you've been hit with sickness, disease, or financial
stress. But Paul and Silas did it. And if they could do it,
you and I can do it too!
When Paul and Silas praised the Lord, an earthquake
shook the foundations of the jail, and God delivered them
from that prison!

Learning to praise the Lord in the midst <if your trials is absolutely vital if you want to maintain a constant state of revival in
your life!
Key number 6: Refuse to obey your carnal and worldly
nature. There are many kinds of voices in the world. Among
them are the voice of the Lord and the voice of Satan. How
can you know the difference between the two? When a
word comes from God, it's usually good and peaceful. You
can tell when something comes from Satan because it goes
against the way you were made. It's always perverted. It's
always a lie which contains some truth in it, and it's designed
to mislead you or deceive you. Satan's voice pushes you
or drives you instead ofleading you. Don't listen to Satan
or your carnal nature. Let your heavenly nature begin to
take the lead!
Key number 7: Surrender your life to Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior and develop utter dependence upon
Him, with submission and humility. Now this is a word
for anyone reading this book who has not yet made a full
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commitment of their life to Jesus. James 4:6,7 says, ((God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." Therefore, submit
to God. Friend, you've got to humble yourselfbefore the
Lord and walk in total obedience to Him!

Key number 8: Start or join a home or church Bible
study group, and be accountable to other Christians who
can help you in your Christian walk. In your study of
God's Word, emphasize revival and a holy life. Study the
attributes of God. Find out what He is really like. Read
what He did throughout the Bible and begin to do what
He did. Be a jesus man! Be a jesus woman!
Key number 9: Hunger and thirst after righteousness. What did Jesus say to satan when the devil tempted
Him in the desert? ult is written, (man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God"'
(MATTHEW

4:4).

Be hungry for the things of God. Read, study, meditate
on, and even memorize God's Word. I don't actively try
to memorize the Scriptures. I study them and meditate on
them, saying them over and over again until they become
a part of me.
Jesus said that we don't live by bread alone, yet many
times we're far more concerned about feeding our bellies
than we are about feeding our spirits. Of course, there's
nothing wrong with eating food. We've got to have it.
But it's even more important for us to develop a hunger
for the Word of God and the things of God than it is for
us to satisfy our natural desire for food.
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You may be thinking, Does that mean I have to be some
type ofspiritual zombie? No. But God has shown me how to
mix the necessities of my natural life with the necessities
of my spiritual life, and that's what keeps the revival fires
burning in my heart!

Key number 10: Love God with all of your heart, soul,
mind, and strength. God doesn't care how much you love
anybody else, as long as you love Him the most. I can love
my wife all I want, as long as I love God more.
Focus your love on Him first. Seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and Matthew 6:33 says that you
can expect all the things you need to be added unto you.

Key number 11: Pray without ceasing (I THESSALONIANs 5:I7).
How do you pray without ceasing? The only way I know
that you can do that is to pray in tongues. It's the seventh
piece of the whole armor of God which is mentioned in
Ephesians, chapter 6.
You can appropriate the continual fullness and control of
the Holy Spirit by praying in the Spirit-praying in your
prayer language-and then interpreting back to your mind.
This will also help you stay tuned in to the voice of the
Holy Spirit and avoid the traps of satan.

Key number 12: Share Jesus daily as a way of life. I
talk to somebody about Jesus every day. I don't let a day
go by that I don't tell someone what Jesus is doing in my
life. If you want to maintain a constant state of personal
revival, be a soul winner. Proverbs 11:30 tells us, He who
wins souls is wise!
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Key number 13: Determine to live a holy, godly life.
Now some people will try to take you to hell with them.
Don't fall into that trap. If they won't go to heaven with
you, don't you go to hell with them.
Notice that I said for you to live a holy, godly life, not a
mistakejree life. The apostle Paul said in Romans 3:23 that
we've all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. We
all make mistakes. Even Christians commit sin. But, thank
God, we can go to the Lord in the midst of our mistakes
and ask for forgiveness, and we can receive it.
If you want to maintain a constant state of
revival in your life, you've got to maintain
an attitude of repentance!

A PERSONAL WORD
FOR YOU

I believe the prophetic words of Smith Wigglesworth
are becoming a reality in the day in which we're living.
The emphasis on the Word and on the Spirit are coming
together, and a mighty outpouring of revival is beginning
to erupt all across the earth.
It was prophesied on our television program that a mighty
new wave of revival is coming to the city of Tulsa, Oklahoma. I've decided to latch on to that word, and by faith
I'm believing for this year to be the greatest year ever in
my life and in the life of this ministry. And I'm expecting
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this year to be a great year for you and your family too!
Now, by the Spirit of the Lord moving in my life, I want
to pray a healing prayer for you:

Heavenly Father, it's not by might, it's not by
power, but it's by Your Spirit that I come to You
today with the need of every person reading this
book. In the mighty Name if jesus, I thank You
for delivering them from the clutches if the enemy.
Satan, I command you in the Name ofjesus Christ
if Nazareth to take your hands OFF God's property!
I speak to the forces if darkness, and I command
them to FLEE!
God, I ask You to bring Your healing power to bear
against every trouble and every obstacle. I believe that
healing virtue is flowing out if the presence ofJesus
into the life if every person reading these words.
Lord, I thank You for the anointing that is upon
each one's life, and I pray that they will be so in
tune with Your Word and Your Spirit that they
will boldly take their stand as Your representatives
upon this earth. I pray that they will prosper, have
good success, and finish their course with joy. These
things I ask and pray in the mighty Name ofjesus.
Amen and amen.
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I would love to hear from you ...
I would love to hear from you, but even
more than that, I would love to pray for
you and write you back.
I hope you'll let me know what you're
believing for so we can join together in
faith and turn our faith loose for miracles!
Send your prayer requests to us by:
• writing Richard Roberts
P.O. Box 2187
Tulsa, OK 74102-2187
. e-mailing prayer@oralroberts.com
• logging on to www.oralroberts.com, or
• calling the Abundant Life Prayer Group
at 918-495-7777.

... greater is he that is
in you, than he that is
in the world.
1 John 4:4 KJV
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When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit
comes to live inside of us. In addition to being our Comforter
and Helper in time of need, Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit
came, He would lead us into all truth and teach us all things
(John 14:26, John 16:1 3). In the days in which we're living- as this
world becomes darker and filled with confusion- we can call
on the power of the Holy Spirit working inside of us to find the
clear guidance and direction we need for our lives.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can also have our
own intimate, supernatural communication system with
God. By tapping into th is biblical power and understanding ("/will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the
understanding." -1 Corinthians 14:15), we can grasp truths
beyond what our natural mind alone can comprehend.
RJCHARD ROBERTS , B.A., M.A. , D.Min., has
dedicated his life to ministeri11g the saving, h ealing,
delivering power of Jesus C hrist amu nd the world.
Since 1980, he has ministered God's healing power in
34 nations spanning six continents. In his Miracle H ealing Rallies, Richard has ministered to crowds of up to
100,000 people in a single service. H e is the Chairman
and CEO of Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association. He and his wife, Lindsay,
host a nationally syndicated TV program, The Place for Miracles- a half-hour,
interactive daily broadcast that reaches out to millions. Richard. has authored
a number of books, booklets, and other inspirational material, including his
most recent book, He's a Healing j esus.

RICHARD(jj
ROBERTS
ORAL ROBilRTS MINL'i'lllrES

PO. Box 2187 • Tulsa, OK 74 102-2187 • www.oralroberts.com

