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CHAPTER 1 

A personal word about healing 

IN 1947 I WAS PASTORING a small church in 
Enid, Okla., when the Lord began dealing with 
my heart about a ministry of healing. Very few 
people were praying for the sick, particularly on 
a wide scale. Very few seemed to be filled with 
compassion for the lost and the suffering. There 
simply was not much emphasis or expectancy for 
God to heal the sick in our generation. 

But with me, healing had ceased to be optional. 
For I owed my life and the breath of my nostrils to 
God's healing power. And the closer I felt to Jesus 
the more burdened I became for the many stricken, 
despondent, doubting and fearful people around 
the world who had not been witnessed to about 
the healing ministry of Christ. How many did not 
even know that healing was the very foundation 
of Jesus' ministry! · 

I was young but I knew 1 had something from 
God for the healing of people and it became in
creasingly difficult to keep it shut up within. Finally, 
the showdown came. I entered into an intensive 
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period of Bible study, fasting and prayer, in addi
tion to my duties as a pastor and as a student in 
the local university. I reached a point where God 
spoke to my heart and directed me to this present 
ministry. 

Perhaps because of the many _thousands of 
physically sick people that I have personally prayed 
for during these past 22 years, many people mis
understand what I mean when I use the word 
HEALING. They think I am speaking of healing 
in reference to the body only. 

But in my ministry healing has had a much 
broader meaning. For if you think of sickness as 
disharmony, as I do, then everybody is sick. The 
only difference is in degree, because everybody is 
in disharmony. He may be in disharmony with 
himself. He may be in disharmony with people. 
He often is in disharmony with God. His spirit 
is often in disharmony with his mind or his body; 
his body is many times not in harmony with his 
mind or spirit. For a nation to be healed, for a 
family to be healed, for individuals to be healed 
means harmony has to come to them. 

Certainly if there ever was an hour in which 
we needed a healing of the disharmony that is 
sweeping through nation after nation, it is now. 
Rebellion, protest and demonstration are regular, 
almost daily occurrences. 
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A PERSONAL WORD ABOUT HEALING 

As a young student I too rebelled against the 
adult world, my parents and even left home. Far 
from home and following my own way, I failed 
to find meaning for my existence. I became very 
ill and was carried home to die. It was at this 
point of my need that I met Christ. 

It is in the need of every man that I see hope 
ahead. For every young man and woman on every 
college campus has a need, a desperate need, to 
find reality and meaning. They will never find it 
outside of God. Every person is sick in some way, 
either in bitterness of spirit or mind or illness of 
body. While he may attempt to cloak that need 
in cynicism, deep down within is an inherent weak
ness, an inability to save or heal himself. Sometime 
in the futility of his own effort of those of man, in 
the loneliness of his failure to find peace of soul 
and healing for the whole man, he is going to 
reach out to that One who said, "I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly" (John 10:10). 

We who have experienced the healing touch 
of Jesus and preach the power of God are facing 
our greatest opportunity to minister. For when the 
hour is the blackest and conditions are bleak with 
despair and disillusionment, then the Life that is 
the Light of the World shines brightest. 

I breathe today through lungs once eaten up 
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with tuberculosis. I speak through lips once bound 
by stuttering. I live a life that once was without 
meaning or relationship with God. I minister today 
with the knowledge from God that "all things are 
possible to him that believeth," and with an 
unshakable conviction of God's healing power. 
It is an exciting time to be a child of God, to know 
that our Redeemer liveth, that through Him we are 
more than conquerors. 

Knowing Jesus Christ as my personal Savior 
and feeling compassion for people in need have 
given me an excitement and exhilaration of spirit 
that makes me want to stand up on the inside and 
face the angry, bitter people of this generation and 
declare God's love to them and to point them to the 
glorious possibility of healing that can be theirs. 

I travel in the ministry of healing throughout 
the world. My goal is to enter alll46 nations with 
the message of Jesus of Nazareth. Already we have 
ministered in 55 nations with 91 more ahead of us. 
I go where the people are, where the need for 

/ healing is. I go to the black ghettos, to leper colo
nies, to Indian reservations, to cities where violence 
and riots have torn them apart. I go to all conti
nents and I see the people and confront them 
with the preaching of the gospel and with faith 
for their deliverance. 

In every audience I see faces radiant with hope, 
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with faith and love, with expectancy for miracles. 
I also see the faces of confused, bitter, angry, 
disillusioned people. I see faces with a sullen, 
brooding look that says, 'Tve been ignored, my 
opportunities have been cut off. For me there is 
no escape. What do you have to say to me?" 

I see people in poverty and want, sleeping on 
streets or in houses where rats bite them at night. 
I see angry students striking at both the good and 
bad around them, lashing out, probing, questioning. 
I see the sick in hospitals, their bodies afHicted and 
cut, scared of what lies ahead. I see religious 
people, many of them bound to their creed instead 
of to Christ, more denominationally oriented than 
faith centered. They seem more concerned about 
feeling socially acceptable and comfortable with 
their own few than being dedicated witnesses of 
Christ and becoming involved with the needs of 
people. 

Somehow, we who know Jesus of Nazareth and 
His healing power must find a way to bring Him 
to the people of this desolate generation. 

In this book I shall endeavor to do just that 
for you. It is my hope that in some way God will 
speak to you through some thought, illustration or 
experience given. For remember, it is not what 
I say but what God says that will live in your 
heart and bring you into faith. I can explain, based 
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upon my own experience and understanding of the 
Bible, how God works. These explanations can 
bring light to you, but only God speaking to you 
can bring you to the point where you can release 
your faith for your healing. 

In writing this book I do so with the hope that 
it will be a source of faith building to bring the 
healing, wholeness and harmony which each of us 
-as individuals, as members of families and of 
nations- so desperately needs, and can have in 
the NOW. 

March 1, 1969 
Tulsa, Okla. 
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CHAPTER 2 

What does the Bible say about 
healing for you NOW? 

IT IS VERY ESSENTIAL that as we discuss heal
ing we do it in the light of what the Bible has to 
say. Though I can share how I received healing 
and can relate what I have learned through the 
years in praying for others, all of this must be 
looked at from the standpoint of God's Word. 

This chapter, then, is one of the most important 
ones in this book. After you read it once, go back 
and study it again with your Bible beside you to 
check each reference. 

When Jesus came, the people of Israel had a 
rich history of the miraculous intervention of God 
in their behalf, a tradition of expecting miracles 
in times of crisis and need. Their leaders, such as 
Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samson, David, Elijah, Elisha, 
Isaiah and many others, had been instruments of 
supernatural deliverances of individuals and of the 
entire nation from sickness, oppression by enemies, 
hunger, fear, loneliness and captivity. Isaiah had 
said, "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, 
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that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear" (Isaiah 59: 1 ) . 

Israel, home of God's chosen people, also had 
a history of backsliding and unbelief which stopped 
the flow of God's miraculous power to deliver them. 
However, whenever the people, or even one indi
vidual among them, would turn to God and be
lieve, God would heal and bless and give them 
good things. God ever held before them His 
promise, "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land" (Isaiah 1: 19). 

The Scriptures of the Old Testament are full 
of mighty miracles of God's delivering His people. 
It was upon this background that Jesus came and 
began His ministry. 

The Spirit of God in all the prophets and lead
ers of Israel was upon Him, and the needs of the 
people lay heavy upon Him. He included not only 
the "lost sheep of the house of Israel" but all men. 
(John 3:16.) To a ruler of a Jewish synagogue 
whose little daughter lay at the point of death, to 
a Gentile mother grief-stricken over her demon
possessed child, to a blind beggar shivering in his 
ragged robes by the highwayside, to a harlot who 
had already felt the flying stones of her accusers, 
to a rich tax collector whose conscience had stricken 
him, to little children pressed upon Him by anxious 
parents, to widows who had lost their sons, to 
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prodigals who had squandered their all and now 
wanted to return home, to the rich and to the 
poor, to the unrighteous and the righteous, to the 
leaders of the people, to the fishermen of Galilee -
to these multitudes and to these individuals with 
every conceivable need, Jesus came. He came not 
to lay heavier burdens upon people, but to relieve 
them; not to condemn them, but to save them; not 
to send further diseases upon their minds and 
bodies, but to heal them; not to add to their im
poverishment, but to supply their needs according 
to His riches in glory. He came not to further 
complicate their lives with more rules and regu
lations, but to put His love in their hearts and 
through this they would love all men. He came 
not to leave humanity in blacker despair and deeper 
loneliness, but to send them another Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit, who would lead them into all 
truth and testify of Him in their hearts. He came 
not to isolate them from the needs of others, but 
to send them as His witnesses to the uttermost part 
of the earth to heal broken and diseased bodies 
and to bring lost souls to God. 

He gave people hope no matter how far from 
God they had lived, or how deeply they had lived 
in fear, or how affiicted their bodies were, or how 
long they had lived in the coldness of unbelief. He 
came in the form of their needs and torments, and 
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He was made unto them salvation healing and 
life more abundant. ' 

Let us look at a day in Jesus' ministry. At 
Capernaum, on the edge of the Sea of Galilee, a 
Roman centurion came to Jesus. He expressed his 
need to Jesus in simple terms: "Lord, my servant 
lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tor
mented" (Matthew 8:6). Instantly the centurion's 
need touched the heart of Christ, who replied, "I 
will come and heal him." This statement, "I will 
come and heal him," really describes Jesus' com
passion for people, and His concern for them to 
have an abundant life. 

Many people have met Jesus Christ through a 
need and have found Him compassionate and will
ing to meet that need. This is how I met Him. 
Those of us who have been down that lonesome 
trail of suffering, who have lain in the' dark nights 
racked with pain, appreciate the words of Jesus, 
"I will come and heal him." 

Jesus Christ is not some far-off figure, living 
beyond the stars. Jesus Christ is where you are. 
He is not millions of miles away lifting up His voice, 
throwing it into the atmosphere, hoping that we 
will hear a word or two. But His voice is inside 
us saying, "I will come and heal you" - offering 
His gift of healing. 

Oh, what a welcome voice! It is the voice of 
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healing, of life and deliverance. It is Christ whis
pering to our hearts and touching us with His 
hands and saying, "I am here to heal you!" 

Man or woman, Christ is present to heal. 
The name of the little woman mentioned in Mark 
5:25 who touched the hem of Jesus' garment is 
not known. I think this is because God would have 
us draw courage and inspiration from her story by 
putting our name where hers could have been. 
The story of this woman is similar to the story of 
millions of people today - taking advantage of all 
that good doctors have to offer, spending all they 
have to get well, and yet still needing healing for 
their bodies. 

This woman had done that. She had an issue 
of blood for 12 years. Perhaps it was a bleeding 
cancer. We don't know. But the Bible says she 
"had suffered many things of many physicians, and 
had spent all that she had, and was nothing bet
tered, but rather grew worse" (Mark 5:26). 

News reached her one day that a Galilean 
prophet was going throughout Judea healing the 
sick and bringing peace to their souls. So remark
able was His power that totally blind eyes had 
been opened by His touch; the deaf and dumb now 
heard and spoke; even some of the hopeless cripples 
were made whole. His name? Jesus of Nazareth. 

It was astounding news, but the woman be-
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lieved every word of it. Anyone who can believe 
in human skill can believe in God's power. For 
what a man can do partially, God can do completely. 

The Bible says, "When she had heard of Jesus 
... she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall. 
be whole" (Mark 5:27, 28). 

We don't know how long it was after she 
heard about Jesus that the woman was able to 
touch Him. But, no doubt, it was soon. She had 
had enough of suffering. Every day she was get
ting weaker. Probably as soon as she heard about 
Jesus she was on her way to find Him. She didn't 
think, "Well, someday when He happens to pass 
me, maybe I'll be able to touch Him." No! She 
made an effort. Today she at least had enough 
strength to crawl. Tomorrow she might not have 
that much strength. So she would set off now to 
find Him to receive her gift of healing. 

The crowd may not have moved back for her 
but she pressed on through. And when she finally 
pressed her way through, Jesus was there. She 
reached out a trembling hand and touched the part 
of His clothes nearest to her - the hem of His gar
ment. At the moment she touched His garment, 
her faith went rushing out of her to meet the 
healing power of Christ. It was like touching a 
live electrical wire. The mighty healing virtue of 
Christ surged out of Him into her. It went all 
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through her, into every fiber of her being and spent 
its force against her affiiction. In a moment's time, 
"she felt in her body that she was healed of that 
plague." 

Hundreds of people were around Christ. But 
the woman was the only one there who touched the 
power of God. Jesus said, "Who touched Me?" 

And Peter said, "What do you mean? The 
whole crowd is touching you." 

Jesus said, "Yes, but this was a different touch. 
I felt healing power go out of Me." 

Hers was a different touch! It was a touch to 
receive her gift of healing. 

There is no distance between you and Jesus 
when you believe. You are as close to your healing 
as you are to Jesus. Your faith spans time and 
space and brings Him into your heart, your mind 
and body to make you "every whit whole" (John 
7:23). Your needs make their claim upon Him. 

He then went to the synagogue in Capernaum 
and there preached the gospel. While preaching, 
He was interrupted by a loud voice. A man, pos
sessed with evil spirits and tormented by them, 
screamed. Jesus rebuked the evil spirits, saying, 
"Hold thy peace and come out of him. And when 
the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a 
loud voice, he came out of him" (Mark 1:25, 26). 
Astonished, people in the audience said, "With 
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audthority commandeth,He even the unclean spirits, 
an they do obey him ( v. 27). 

I prayed for a young man whose father had 
brought him to our Des Moines, Iowa, Crusade. 
He was so violent that they would not let him 
enter the audience. Near the close of the meeting, 
after I had prayed for the sick and affiicted, I was 
called outside where this boy was in the backseat 
of an automobile. A policeman was on guard. As 
I approached the car, suddenly I heard a loud crack. 
This boy had struck his brother in the face with 
his fist and almost disjointed him. His father was 
waiting for me and said, "Brother Roberts, you 
mustn't touch him, because he will hurt you." 

I knew that was true if I were not anointed 
and did not have the Spirit of God upon me. I had 
been praying for the people with great success 
that night, and I was supremely confident that 
through the anointing of Christ I could help bring 
deliverance to this boy. As I opened the back door 
and leaned in to pray for him, he doubled up his 
fist and drew back to strike. I said to the demons 
in him, "Thou foul tormenting spirits, ye shall not 
strike the servant of God. You are coming out of 
him, for I speak to you in the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth." 

Some invisible hand seemed to hold the hand 
of this boy and he could not strike me. I reached 
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over and touched him and he quivered. I looked 
up in his face and saw he was like a caged animal. 
His eyes were bloodshot. His face was expression
less and he seemed ready to leap upon me. 

Then I spoke to the demons again in the name 
of the Lord, and commanded them to come out 
through His power and name. I felt the inward 
assurance which I always feel when demons are 
cast out, and without a further word withdrew 
from the backseat and returned to the platform. 

The following night the policeman who had 
been called in to help guard the boy before I 
prayed for him and who had witnessed my prayers 
for him came up to Bob De Weese, my associate 
evangelist, and said, .. Reverend DeWeese, you re
member the boy that Brother Roberts prayed for 
last night?" 

Bob said, .. You mean the one in the automobile 
just outside?" 

The officer said, .. Yes. You should see him now. 
He is perfectly normal." 

That happened in July 1952. 
I did not see this young man until several years 

later. In the sixties his father brought him to our 
Minneapolis Crusade and let me talk with him. 

The boy is quite normal and has lost all his vio
lent nature. He is able to carry on a conversation. 

His father, who speaks broken English, said to 
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me, "Brother Roberts, I thank you one million 
times for your prayers!" 

I told him, "Thank you, My Brother, but had 
it not been for the power of Christ, he would not 
have been helped." 

That same day in Capernaum Jesus went to the 
home of Simon Peter. Discovering his wife· s mother 
ill with a fever, "He came and took her by the 
hand and lifted her up; and immediately the fever 
left her, and she ministered unto them" (Mark 1:31). 

So ended a day in the life and ministry of 
Jesus, and what a day it was! He preached, He 
healed, and He blessed the people. 

Jesus was in tune with people. He felt their 
needs and torments, and always He was moved 
with compassion and acted with authority to de
liver them. 

In Capernaum when the people saw Jesus they 
sensed that He was under divine orders. They said, 
"For with authority he doeth these things." (Mark 
1:27.) The needs of the people made their claim 
upon Him, as did the authority of His Father who 
had sent Him. 

Study the life of Jesus in His interaction with 
people and you will see Him always identifying 
with sinners, with the sick, with the disfranchised 
from life, with the brokenhearted, with those who 
were captive to evil spirits, with the fearful and 
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desperate, with those with every kind of need. He 
said, "I am come to seek and to save the lost ... " 
(Luke 19:10.) "I am come that they might have 
life," He said, "and that they might have it more 
abundantly" (John 10:10). He told His disciples 
who had requested permission to call down fire 
from heaven upon their enemies, "I have not come 
to destroy men's lives but to save them." (Luke 
9:56.) 

He described the work of the devil among 
people as being opposite from His own. "The thief 
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy" (John 10:10). In the same Scripture Jesus 
states that He has come to the same people who 
have felt the robbing, killing and destroying force 
of Satan's power to give them "life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly." 

To Jesus, sickness and fear and demon posses
sion were not gifts sent from His Father but were 
evils His Father had sent Him to heal. Those who 
had been stricken by a sickness of the body or 
mind were not just to be pitied; their condition 
aroused in Him the deepest compassion, causing 
Him to offer abundant life to those who would 
believe. 

He said of himself, "The spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor [people with needs]; he hath 
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sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach de
liverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised" 
(Luke 4:18)0 He went about putting these words 
into effect, identifying himself with the needs of 
people. In receiving Him and believing in His 
power they saw that they were not to live without 
hope. They were to look upon Him, forsaking their 
sins, calling upon Him in faith for miracles and 
reaching out to Him for their needs to be met. And 
He is the same Christ today. His gifts are the same 
to meet your needs. Your needs, including your 
need of healing, are your claim upon Him. They 
are His authority from the Father. I personally 
know this is true. He wants to heal you now. 

As Jesus faced the people and their mounting 
needs He did not recoil in a negative reaction but 
approached them positively and compassionately. 
When He saw them giving up He said, "Men 
ought always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke 18:1). 
When He saw them staggering before that which 
seemed impossible He said, "All things are possible 
to him that believeth" (Mark 9:23). He took time 
to answer the questions the sick had concerning 
His willingness to heal them. 

A man once asked me, "Why is it that so few 
get healed today?" I replied, "Friend, that isn't 
the question at all. The question is: How are so 
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many getting healed when the church is only now 
beginning to awaken to Christ's command to offer 
healing to the sick?" A great deal of my time is 
spent in helping people understand that Jesus loves 
them, has compassion for them and wants to heal 
them. I spend my time preaching the Word of God 
to them, helping them to believe in God's willing
ness as well as His ability to heal. I believe that 
what God is able to do He is willing to do. 

Friend, Jesus is the very expression of God's 
concern and compassion for you. He came, sent 
of God to die on the Cross in your place for your 
sins, to take on His body your sicknesses and dis
eases, and to rise again for your deliverance. (Mat
thew 8: 17; 1 Peter 2:24. ) He came to take off of 
you what the devil put on, to put back in you what 
the devil took out, to put back on you what the 
devil took off, and out of you what the devil put in. 
Although He is not here in the flesh He is repro
duced in the lives of Christians through the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit whom He sent when 
He ascended to His Father. (John 15:26.) It is the 
Person of the Holy Spirit who takes of the life 
and ministry of Jesus and manifests it to meet your 
needs. This ministry of the Holy Spirit is very real 
today. I see Him at work in manifesting the healing 
life of Jesus everywhere I travel. One of your 
greatest needs - and opportunities - is to know the 
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Hol S · · H . y pmt. e will make Jesus so real to you it 
Will be as though you are living in a new world 

of bope and expectancy. 
Before Jesus returned to His Father in heaven, 

He called His disciples together and passed on to 
them the authority to minister: "As ye go, preach, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal 
the sick ... cast out devils: freely ye have received, 
freely give" (Matthew 10:7, 8). The Holy Spirit 
reproduced and re-presented Jesus' life and minis
try through them to meet the needs of the people 
to such an extent it was as if Jesus were still walk
ing on earth saving lost souls, healing sick minds 
and bodies and giving them abundant life. They 
felt the same compassion for the sick, laid hands 
upon them, and saw many of them healed. To 
them Jesus had said, "He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do" (John 14: 12) . And they 
saw it come to pass. 

Under the call of Christ they went everywhere 
preaching the gospel, touching the people with 
their hands in compassion, leading men to salvation 
and the baptism with the Holy Spirit, releasing 
their faith for the healing of the sick, and bringing 
abundant life to them even as Jesus had done 
before them. 

Jesus was life, more abundant life, to the people, 
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and He is life in all its fullness to you. What He 
was then, He is now. He is, as He said, "I am" 
(John 11:25). He was I am in the beginning be
fore the foundation of the earth was laid, before 
man was created. He was I am in Abraham's day 
(John 8:58), in the time and life of the nation of 
Israel, in His lifetime on earth 2,000 years ago, and 
He is I am this moment in history. 

Now read some testimonies of people just like 
you who have been healed recently and desire to 
share the abundant life Jesus has given them: 

"Three years ago I was given six weeks to live, 
because I had leukemia of the bone marrow in the 
late stages. I had become so weak the doctors ad
mitted me to the hospital for blood transfusions. 

"I told my husband, 'Unless God undertakes, 
I won't be with you much longer.' When my niece 
learned the prognosis she phoned the Abundant 
Life Prayer Group at midnight and requested 
prayer. I didn't know she had called but the next 
morning I realized the weakness was gone. At 11 
a.m. she called me. When I told her I felt much 
better and that I believed God had healed me, she 
told me she had called the prayer group the night 
before. I knew then that God had answered prayer. 

"I continued to improve and was soon permitted 
to go home. Later, my doctor examined me. He 
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said that in his 44 years of practice, he had never 
before seen or heard of anyone's recovery from 
leukemia in the last stages. He now calls me his 
'miracle patient.' Recently I had another complete 
checkup - the doctor could find no trace of leu
kemia. 

"I am 57 years old and my health is better than 
it has been in 10 years. My life and all I have 
are in God's hands. I can never thank Him enough 
for my healing!" 

-Mrs.]. C., Georgia 

"I was an alcoholic for 30 years. My life was a 
horrible nightmare. While trying to stop drinking, 
I began taking barbiturates and became addicted. 
I could not eat and was starving myself. I lost 
weight down to 113 pounds. Depression and the 
hopelessness of it all engulfed me. I attempted 
suicide twice. 

"Then one day I read a testimony in ABUNDANT 

LIFE Magazine that caused me to start listening to 
your radio program. The more I listened, the more 
I began to grasp for faith to lift me out of the mess 
I had made of my life. I decided to go to a crusade. 

"My wife and a friend went with me and every
thing was arranged for me to be in the line for 
prayer. But true to form, on that night, before the 
service, I went out and got very drunk. Of course 
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I missed the service and the prayer I so badly 
needed. Thank the Lord, I was able to be there 
the next night. You prayed for me and the Lord 
saved my soul and delivered me completely. I have 
not had a desire for alcohol since that night. Now 
my health is good - I weigh 185 pounds. I am 
using all of my strength in trying to help others. 
My wife and I are devoting our time to helping 
alcoholics find deliverance through the power of 
God. I know that the power of Christ is the answer 
to the problem of alcoholism." 

-Mr. M. H., Washington 

"When my son Charlie was 3~~ years old, he had 
measles and from this developed encephalitis. 

"Charlie became completely paralyzed. He 
could not move or even swallow. Also, he lost his 
memory and could not recognize anyone. He was 
hospitalized for one month, during which he was 
in a coma for two or three weeks. We were not 
given much hope for his recovery. 

"However, we called the Abundant Life Prayer 
Group and wrote to you for prayer. Shortly after 
this, Charlie came out of the coma. We had a 
television set moved into his room so we could 
watch your program. Whenever you prayed I would 
carry Charlie to the TV and touch it as a point of 
contact. His healing came gradually. The first time 
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he moved the news traveled through the hospital 
like wildfire, because everyone knew he had been 
completely paralyzed. After each of your programs, 
there was a marked improvement in Charlie. Soon 
he was running so fast I couldn't keep up with him; 
he was eating normally and his memory was nor
mal The doctors and nurses were amazed . 

.. Charlie is in school now and participates in 
all school activities. His illness did not leave him 
with any defects . 

.. God was with us all through Charlie's illness 
and has completely restored him to health. We are 
so thankful for this." 

-Mrs. R. H., Florida 

.. Surgery had been prescribed by my doctor to 
close a punctured eardrum. There seemed to be 
no solution other than a skin graft. I had been 
treated for this condition for four years; an opera
tion seemed to be the only answer . 

.. My wife, upon learning of the proposed sur
gery, telephoned the Abundant Life Prayer Group. 
We had followed Oral Roberts' ministry and felt 
God could heal in this instance, too . 

.. The next day I entered a clinic in Ohio for 
further consultation. And there something very 
strange happened- strange if a person doesn't be
lieve in miracles. 
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"X rays were made from six different angles. 
There was no sign of a puncture or a scar; the ear
drum was completely healed! 

"I was given a number of tests after the X rays 
proved negative, and the consensus was that I had 
excellent hearing for a man of 59 years. 

"This happened in November 1967. I've had 
no further problem with my ear. 

"God is exceedingly, abundantly able to do 
above all that we ask or think." 

-Mr. C. S., Ohio 

"In 1952, I was studying and working in East 
Tulwich Hospital, London. All the students were 
required to have chest X rays as normal procedure. 
But I was called back nine times for further X rays. 
The plates showed a large cavity in my left lung. 
I had tuberculosis - and I was only 18. 

"I had been a Christian since the age of 15. 
Now, I needed the Lord desperately in His healing 
power, or I would be an invalid, weak and sick all 
my life. I saw others in the hospital with the same 
disease who were little more than skin and bones. 
I began to pray as I had never prayed before. 

"I had read Oral Roberts' books, ABuNDANT 

LIFE Magazine and I had heard him over Radio 
Luxembourg. All these had convinced me that God 
not only could but would heal me. 
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. "I wrote Brother Roberts and he assured me of 

h1s prayers. I asked my church to pray. Desperately, 
I clung to God's promises and repeatedly read Oral 
Roberts' own testimony. I prayed, 'Lord, You did 
certainly heal him-You can and will heal me, too: 

"I went again for X rays. The specialist looked 
pleased as he said, 'Well, the cavity is now calci
fying. Thaf s a good sign: 

"Each month the tests improved- at last they 
were negative! 

"Seven years later I was accepted as a British 
policeman after a strict medical examination. I was 
in A-1 health. 

"Praise God for His goodness! Now I am wit
nessing to other British 'bobbies' of the living, 
miracle-working Christ." 

-Mr. D. H., England 
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CHAPTER3 

How healing came to me ,...... and how 

I entered a ministry of healing 

SICKNESS AND AFFLICTION had touched the 
family into which I was born. The oldest child, a 
girl, whom I scarcely remember because she died 
when I was 4, had suffered untold agony of body 
and mind, until her death at only 19. My parents had 
not been Christians and came to know Him just 
prior to her death. As young Christians they had 
little knowledge of what the Bible teaches about 
healing. Many times they looked back and won
dered if what they later learned about the power 
of Christ to heal might have restored their oldest 
child to a normal life. (Thirteen years later they 
would get the chance to test their faith when afflic
tion struck at another of their five children, me, 
the youngest.) 

I was reared with loving care by a father who 
felt the call to preach the gospel upon becoming a 
Christian and by a mother who developed extraor
dinary faith for the healing of the sick. Both knew 
Jesus in the most intimate and personal way. As a 
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small boy I would hear them as they prayed, or 
when they would awaken early in the morning and 
spend a few minutes in bed praying and talking 
to Jesus. As I listened I actually believed Jesus 
lived at our house! 

In the summer, I would often travel with my 
father to his revivals. As a child I stammered very 
badly and became the object of many jokes and 
pranks of other children as well as grownups. 
Although I was never strong in my body I was not 
sick while growing up. My mother took special 
care of me in relating my life to God. She believed 
I had been born in answer to prayer, and had 
promised me to God before I was born. In a way, 
it was thought by the family, she hoped I would 
take the place of the one who had been taken away. 

As I grew up she often talked to me about the 
vow she had made to give me to God, and how 
someday I would preach the gospel. When people 
would mock my stuttering and I would run to her, 
she would whisper, "Someday God will heal your 
tongue, Son, and you will talk." 

I was close to my father, too. I loved to hear 
him preach and understood and remembered much 
of what he said in his sermons. 

But one day all this came to an end and I broke 
my parents' hearts by running away. In the midst 
of what my parents wanted and felt God wanted 
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for me, I wanted something else. As a minister of 
the gospel my father was very poor. Often we 
did not have the necessities of life. And we moved 
many times. By the time I was in high school 
I had attended 14 different schools. 

My stammering must have had an influence on 
me, too. When I was small and people laughed, 
it was funny. As I grew older and had to face my 
classmates it was no longer funny to try to recite 
orally, and break down and have to leave the room 
because words froze in my throat. The poverty, 
the stammering, the growing realization that I was 
never going anywhere - these and other things 
bore in upon me. 

Though I stammered, and did not come from 
an affiuent home, I had a burning ambition. I used 
to watch my father stand up before the people and 
preach and I would dream of being a lawyer and 
someday, governor of Oklahoma. As a teen-ager 
I exploded against my parents, against their rela
tionship with God, against the walls closing in 
around me and I fled. This is why I can under
stand the rebellion that so many young people 
feel today. 

I stayed away almost a year and returned only 
because my coach carried me home. I had collapsed 
while playing in a basketball tournament, bleeding 
at the nostrils and coughing so badly I almost 

35 



SEVEN REASONS WHY I KNOW •.• GOD WANTS TO REAL YOU- NOW! 

choked to death. The coach knocked at the door 
and asked, "Are you E. M. Roberts?" 

My father answered, "Yes, I am." 
He then took my father to his car where I lay, 

opened the door and asked, "Is this your son?" 
"Yes," my father replied, "what is wrong?" 

The coach said, "Help me carry him to the bed." 
Then he told him what had happened. 

I thought I would be up in a few days but I 
grew steadily worse until I hemorrhaged every few 
days. Once the wall by my bed had to be re
papered because of my blood spattering on it. My 
father secured the help of three physicians. The 
day the diagnosis was confirmed that I had tubercu
losis my spirit almost died. Seventeen years old 
with my plans for my life ahead of me now de
stroyed - I thought I couldn't take it. I was treated 
at home at first, then arrangements were made to 
place me in the sanatorium for tuberculosis located 
in the mountains of eastern Oklahoma. 

This blow nearly shattered my parents. Burning 
was the memory of one child gone, and now the 
youngest one had been given up by the doctors, 
and lay bitter and disillusioned. They wrote letters 
to people whose prayers they believed in and they 
set about to win me to Christ. I had joined the 
church when I was 10 years old but had made no 
commitment of my life to Christ. It's strange how 
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many people join the church without knowing 
they are saved. Someone has said, "God has no 
grandchildren; everyone must come to Christ for 
himself." Lying there day after day, growing more 
bitter, I discovered that being a son of godly par
ents was not enough. I had learned much about 
God through them, but their salvation could not 
suffice for mine. 

It was not an easy decision to turn what was 
left of my life over to Christ. I think I was unable 
to comprehend how ill I was, or how much I had 
set my course without seeking to know God's pur
pose and will for my life. That is, not until the 
evening my father stayed home from the church 
service where he was to speak, stood over me and 
said, "Oral, you must get saved, Son." He and my 
mother broke down at the latest word from the 
doctors. They were not willing to give me up but 
if they had to they wanted me saved! This was 
my first experience of real Christlike compassion 
being shown me. Never before had I known they 
loved me so much. As they knelt by my bed and 
started praying for me I looked into my father's 
face. The image of Christ seemed to come over 
his countenance and it broke me up. For the first 
time, the very first time, I really wanted Christ 
to enter my heart and take over my life. 

Christ is concerned about people such as I was 
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th.en. All that I had heard my parents speak of 
H1m was true. He did care, He had died in my 
place, He could save me- and He could raise me 
up! For months I had been in that bed and I had 
hated every minute of it. It had been a blessing 
to me in one respect, however, that I was in a 
position where I could no longer run; I had to be 
still. It gave me pause, and opportunity (which 
I hated at first) to listen to my parents, and as a 
teen-ager to come to know them. Many people 
came to visit me, and some of them said a prayer 
before they left. Almost daily one of my parents 
would read something from the Bible to me. Now 
looking at my father I broke up inside, and heard 
myself saying, "Jesus, save my soul." 

Through the years I have said to audiences 
throughout the world each time before praying 
for the healing of the sick, "The greatest miracle 
is the saving of your soul." I know it personally, 
for that night when Christ entered my soul and I 
gave Him control of my life, miracle after miracle 
began to happen. Only when Christ has become 
your personal Savior can you know the peace, the 
joy, the love that I received that evening, and 
which have continually increased since that time. 

I was so gloriously blessed when Christ saved 
me that it did not occur to me that I was not 
being healed at the same time. The following day 
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I was still critically ill and continued to lose strength 
until I could no longer walk. But something had 
happened to me as a person. Something inside me 
had come alive, God was with me, and thanks to 
the guidance of my parents, I grew in spirit and 
faith. My dear mother took new courage after my 
conversion and believed steadfastly for my healing. 
With fire in her eyes she would tell me not to give 
up; I was saved now, and anything could happen. 

One of the miracles came when Jewel, my only 
living sister, visited me. She seemed greatly ex
cited as she talked first with my parents. Then she 
said, "Oral!" 

I said, 'Tes, Jewel." 
She said, "God is going to heal you!" When she 

looked at me again, she said, "Oral, God is going 
to heal you." 

I said, "Is He, Jewel? How do you know?" 
"I just know," she replied. 
Those seven words, "Oral, God is going to heal 

you," changed the course of my life. Jewel touched 
me with those words. She touched the innermost 
part of me, my inner man. 

Prior to my conversion her statement would 
have been mere words to me. It was different now. 
There is a time for all things, said the wise man in 
Ecclesiastes 3:1. I believe there is a time when 
God sends an individual to help put you in a posi-
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tion where you w·u t h b I ge t e message that His time 
as come to. heal and change the course of your 

future. I bel1eve God bas a very special plan for 

every person, and He is working constantly to. get 
us to see and take it. This is why you need to 
learn to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit, to be in 
position to hear God when He reveals himself ... 
you must be listening. 

The next miracle was my older brother Elmer 
stepping into my life as an instrument of healing. 
In the city where he lived an evangelist who prayed 
for the sick was conducting a meeting and my 
brother and his wife attended. They were im
pressed. Elmer felt an urge, "an almost irresistible 
urge," he said later, to come for me. He knew, he 
said, that I would be healed. 

How fortunate I was to have a family sensitive 
to God and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Faith 
began to "leap up" in all our hearts. Soon I was 
dressed and placed in the backseat of the car and 
taken for prayer. I was over six feet tall, but I now 
weighed only 120 pounds. Inside my body my 
spirit was singing. I knew, I knew, I knew that 
something was going to happen. Jewel had said, 
"I know it." Elmer had come saying, "I know it." 
Now I was feeling this knowing. I have learned 
since that faith is that knowing that comes in your 
heart. And when you feel this knowing, know that 
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it is faith leaping up in your heart, wanting to be 
released toward God for your healing. This is so 
important to you. 

The evangelist who prayed for me gave the 
most positive prayer I had ever heard. There wasn't 
a doubt in his mind or his speech or his manner. 
He knew God wanted to impart a gift of healing 
to my emaciated body. He knew it. Touching my 
head with his hands he did not plead with God. 
He did not ask if it were God's will for me to live. 
But he took command over the sickness, saying, 
"You foul, tormenting affiiction, I command you in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, come out! 
Come out!" In that instant, I felt my faith being 
released and God's Spirit coming upon me. 

Suddenly I whirled out of the hands of my 
parents who were on either side holding me up and 
cried, "I can breathe! I can breathe all the way 
down!" Gulping in great draughts of air I was 
beside myself with joy. No more coughing, hem
orrhaging or pain - I felt free! Healing had taken 
place in my spirit and body! 

My healing had come quickly. Gone were the 
racking coughs and sharp pains in my chest, but 
my strength was slow to return. Several days later, 
my mother, seeing I was growing discouraged, said, 
"Son, the Lord has healed you. For a long time 
you have been bedfast. You must start eating and 
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exercising, and doing some work. And remember 
what you felt when you received the laying on 
of hands." 

I remembered that; how could I ever forget it! 
But what she said to me became the means by 
which I kept my healing, something I could have 
lost without that word at that critical moment. 
Every day my mother said to me, "Remember 
God's power going through you when you were 
prayed for, and your strength will come." And it did. 

Besides healing me of tuberculosis, God had 
also released me from stuttering. I had experienced 
healing in my whole being, and when strength re
turned I was completely new. God was dealing 
very strongly with me now about a ministry of 
healing of my own. Twelve years were to pass 
before it would begin. They were years of prepa
ration and maturing and learning to live by faith. 
It was a time also of attempting to fit into an or
thodox ministry, a ministry of preaching sermons, 
teaching the Word of God, attempting to lead 
people to Christ and nurturing them in the faith. 
This satisfied me for a while. 

But I knew all along there was more to come. 
After I passed my 29th birthday the Holy Spirit 
brought about an abrupt change in my ministry. 
I had prayed for a man who had been injured. 
When he was healed I was as astonished as he was. 

42 



HOW HEALING CAME TO ME 

A friend witnessed this and asked me if I could do 
this all the time. When I answered in the negative 
he said, "If you could, it could revive the church, 
especially to healing the sick." His statement had 
a tremendous impact on me. 

I had known that someday I would have a 
ministry of healing, but I kept asking, when? 
where? how? 

I began to seek the Lord with all that I pos
sessed. One afternoon while lying face down on 
the floor of my study where I had been in prayer 
most of the day, He spoke to me and told me that 
from that hour I was to give my life to a ministry 
of healing. It was a full release for all I felt inside 
for people. I can tell you that it was thrilling to 
feel this and to know that at last my hour had come. 

I rushed home and told my wife Evelyn and 
together we rejoiced. Then a very big test came. 
How did I know God had spoken? What proofs 
did I have that I had heard God's voice? I then 
did a very practical- and rash - thing. I rented 
a downtown auditorium and asked for three mira
cles. The first was for 1,000 people to be present (I 
had been preaching to 150 and 175 each Sunday). 
The second was that the cost of the auditorium 
rental would be raised with no unnecessary burden 
on anyone. The third was that an anointing of the 
Spirit would be upon me as I faced the people to 
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preach God's Word and pray for their healing
in such a measure that both they and I would 
know that God had spoken to me and that I was 
doing this at His command. 

Despite my fears and those of my church asso
ciates, the Lord granted my requests. Instead of 
a thousand being present, 1,200 attended. The 
offering exceeded the expenses by five percent. And 
before I could finish my sermon the Spirit fell upon 
me and the audience at the same time. I began to 
pray for people. A woman who had had a stiff 
hand for 38 years was instantly healed. She praised 
God at the top of her voice and waved her hand 
for all to see. The important thing to me was that 
not only she knew she was healed, but I knew it. 
For three hours I prayed for the sick and the 
unsaved. By 6 o'clock there had been enough peo
ple healed and converted to Christ that there wasn't 
a doubt in my mind, and as far as I could deter
mine, none in the minds of the audience. This 
was my ministry and was to remain so for the rest 
of my life. 

It is amazing how many thousands have been 
healed since then. It is important to you to know 
about these healings. Here are several: 

"When our son was a year old, I fell and injured 
my back. As a result I had three slipped disks and 
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a misaligned vertebra in my neck which hurt con
tinually. I had so much pain I could not get a 
good night's sleep. 

"Because of the injury I could not take care 
of our son. My heart would break when he would 
ask to be held and I could not hold him because 
I was wearing a steel brace. 

"I took medicine for the pain but instead of 
helping me, I became addicted to it. Finally, the 
doctor told me I would have to learn to live with 
the pain. I knew then that the Lord was the only 
answer. 

"Brother Roberts, I went to your crusade in 
Norfolk, Va., praying that the Lord would heal me. 
When you prayed for me, all the pain left my body; 
I felt like a new person. I was free of pain once 
again. I went to bed that night and slept all night. 
It was the first time I had slept without pain in a 
year and a half. 

"I still have no pain, the headaches are gone and 
I no longer need to wear the steel brace. I am free 
again. I thank God for what He has done for me 
and that I can take care of my family once again." 

-Mrs. R. H., Virginia 

"My daughter lost most of her hearing as a 
result of a raid during the war. The bombs were 
bursting around us and fires were everywhere. 

45 



SEVEN REASONS WHY 1 KNOW 
.•• GOD WANTS TO HEAL YOU- NOW! 

Suddenly a bomb exploded close by and we were 
all badly injured. Our daughter Monika was a year 

old at tbe time and her eardrums were severely 
damaged. 

"Later, we left Germany to live in the United 
States. Because of her loss of hearing, Monika had 
to go to a special school. Then one Sunday when 
she was 10 years old, we heard your program on 
television. When you started praying for the sick 
and asked people to come forward for prayer, I got 
Monika out of bed and put her hand on the tele
vision. As you prayed, she was instantly healed. 
It was a miracle! 

"From that time on Monika was able to go to 
regular schools and lead a normal life. She is now 
married and has two children and has never had 
any more problems with her hearing. I will never 
forget that wonderful day. I can never praise 
God enough for the miracle He performed in our 
daughter's life." 

-Mr. K. R., California 

"For three months I lived under such a horrible 
fear that at times I was afraid I might commit 
suicide. 

"I was afraid of everything. I was fearful at 
work lest I make a mistake. I was afraid I was 
losing my mind. I was afraid of the present and 
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afraid of the future. There seemed to be no escape 
from the torment of evil forces that came against me. 

"One day I came home from work and told my 
family that I had come to the end - I could not 
work anymore. 

"With nothing to occupy my mind, I began to 
imagine all sorts of things were wrong with me .. 
I imagined that I had a bad heart, high blood 
pressure and ulcers. Because of my fear I seemed 
to have some of the symptoms of these diseases 
and went to a number of doctors for help. They 
said I was suffering from a nervous breakdown and 
mental upset. They gave me some pills to relax 
me and told me to try to rest. But I was so tor
mented by fear that I couldn't sleep. 

"Just five months previous to this I had acknowl
edged Jesus Christ as my personal Savior, but I 
didn't know how to use my faith to combat my 
problem. But thank God for a praying mother! 
Never once did she question or doubt the power of 
God to deliver me. She assured me that God could 
speak peace to my troubled mind and make me 
strong in body and soul. Then she wrote to you, 
Brother Roberts, for prayer and for some of your 
literature to help me. 

"Among the tracts you sent was one entitled, 
'You Are What Your Believing Is.' I used the tract 
as a point of contact as you suggested and prayed 
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for God to deliver me from fear. And as I prayed, 
I released my faith. From that moment on I began 
to believe positively. As long as I kept my mind 
on God I found there was no room for fear. 

"God worked miracles in my life. Soon I was 
back at work and doing my job well. There is no 
doubt or fear in my mind now but an inner peace 
and joy that only God can provide. 

"Thank you, Brother Roberts, for praying for 
me and helping me to find the way to believe right 
and live victoriously through faith in Jesus Christ." 

-Mr. W. C., West Indies 

"On March 19, 1966, I fell and broke my hip. 
I entered the hospital immediately and several days 
later the doctor informed me that since part of 
the hip joint was gone, he would probably have 
to operate again later and put in a ball joint. 
I sensed that he felt bad about having to give me 
this kind of news. But I smiled and told him, 
'Doctor, don't worry, I'm going to be all right. I be
lieve in miracles and I'm going to ask the Lord to 
heal me.' 

"Though I started praying for a miracle as soon 
as I realized how serious the injury was, I was still 
on crutches four months later and unable to use 
my right leg. 

"I decided to set the time for my healing by 
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using the Abundant Life telecast as my point of 
contact- I believed and was expecting God to heal 
me on July 17, 1966. 

"When you offered prayer for those who needed 
healing that morning, it seemed that a wave of 
God's healing power came over me. I knew beyond 
any doubt that I had been healed. Three days later, 
an X ray was made and the doctor told me to start 
walking! 

"I have had no pain in my hip since the day 
I was healed. It was not necessary for me to have 
further surgery on my hip. And although I am 
a bookkeeper and get very little exercise during 
the day, I usually try to walk a mile each evening. 
I can never thank God enough for my healing. 

"Thank you, Brother Roberts, for your prayers." 
-Mr. M. W., Arkansas 

"On November 18, I went blind on my way 
home from work; suddenly, everything became a 
blur. My wife made an appointment for me with 
an eye specialist for the following morning. After 
examining me he said I must enter the hospital 
immediately and that they would have to operate 
the next day. He told me I had glaucoma. 

"My wife immediately called the Abundant Life 
Prayer Group. That night we repeated over and 
over the prayer given for me by the prayer partner. 
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The next morning after the doctor examined my 
eyes, he consulted with several other doctors and 
they decided to wait another day before operating, 
as the pressure in my eyes was greatly relieved. 
My eyes continued to improve so much that the 
operation was canceled and I was allowed to go 
home in one week. In January the doctor asked me, 
<Do you know a miracle has happened to you?' 

<1 said, <yes. I knew God would heal me with
out an operation: 

<<My eyesight is now 20-20, better than it was 
before I went blind. Seven doctors have examined 
me and can hardly believe what has taken place. 
Thank God for the ministry of the Abundant Life 
Prayer Group." 

-Mr. G. D., California 
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How you can be healed,..._ NOWI 

IN 1947, Gon in a dream let me see people 
as He sees them. I've never been the same since. 
For what I saw was ~ world sick in body, sick in 
spirit, sick in soul- that everyone is in need of 
healing. 

It's true. Everyone is sick in some way, and to 
some degree. This means everyone needs healing. 
And wherever there is a need, God is there to meet 
that need. (Philippians 4: 19. ) 

I thank God for this dream He gave me. It 
enabled me to see people as they really are. From 
that time on I have approached people with their 
healing needs in mind. My sermons in our cru
sades, on radio and television, and in our books and 
magazines ha\\e all had one central theme: God 
wants to heal people, God wants to heal you. And 
by putting yourself in position for it, His gift of 
healing will come to heal you. 

During these past 22 years I have prayed for 
people with every form of need - the hopeless, 
the cripple, the blind, the deaf - every form of 
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human sickness and disease, and I have seen 

thousands healed by God's power. It has been 
heartening to see how God has used this ministry 
to awaken people to the limitless possibilities of 
their own faith in God. I want to share with you 
in this chapter the concepts which God has given 
to us which more than any other have been instru
mental in bringing healing, wholeness, and deliv
erance to people in need. 

First, all healing is from God. To receive 
healing you must realize that God unites all of life. 
Jesus taught the disciples to pray, "Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10). 

Through our faith in Jesus Christ, there is a 
marriage of heaven and earth, of the spiritual and 
the secular. , 

As a child of God we do not departmentalize 
our everyday life separately from our spiritual life, 
or our relationship to God from one another. All 
of life is a flowing whole. 

Constantly, people come to us for prayer who 
divide the spiritual and the secular, accepting one 
and denying the other. They tear themselves apart 
with frustration and stricken consciences. Such a 
person recently said to me, ''I've always trusted in 
God to heal me, but of late I've had to get medical 
help. Is this wrong?" 

I replied, "Why don't you accept one as you 
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do the other, and when you are helped by. either 
or both, give God the praise?" 

She said, "Oh, thank you for saying that. I've 
been worried, wondering if I were doing the right 
thing." 

Whether healing comes through prayer or 
through medical science, all healing ultimately is 
from God. So whether you are in a doctor's wait
ing room or standing in a prayer line for the laying 
on of hands, look to God as the source of your 
healing. I was under the daily care of three physi
cians the night I was healed of tuberculosis through 
faith. On the other hand, I have been ill and re
ceiving prayer daily when it has been our family 
doctor who was the instrument through which God 
healed me. 

Some go to the opposite extreme. They place 
their entire hope in medicine alone and have no 
faith that prayer can help them. I encounter Chris
tians who do this. Often they are the hardest ones 
to help. 

In Tulsa where I live I sometimes play a round 
of golf with a doctor friend of mine. He has had 
a keen interest in healing by faith in addition to 
his own medical practice. He told me that one day 
a patient he had been treating walked into his office 
and asked for an immediate examination. The doc
tor discovered her disease was completely gone. 
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yet, a few days before, he had had no hope at all 
for her. He said, "My first thought was that I bad 
made a wrong diagnosis, so I checked her X-ray 
films again. They confirmed the disease. What I 
couldn't figure out was what appeared to be a 
sudden miraculous recovery." 

Then he said, "Oral, this woman told me she 
had just come from your crusade where you prayed 
for her and told her to go have her doctor check 
her again. What I want to know is, what did you 
do to cure her?" 

I laughed and said, "Doctor, it wasn't something 
I did. It was the Lord." 

He said, "Ifs the most amazing thing fve en
countered in my medical practice. There is no 
doubt about it at all. And you think God did it 
by a miracle?" 

I said, "How much was by a miracle and how 
much by your treatment of her, only God knows. 
The important thing is, she is healed and normal 
again." 

Second, not only must life be understood as a 
unity, but also for healing to become a reality for 
you, you must realize that Jesus does not approach 
you from the standpoint of your illness but from 
the view of YOU, the whole person. Jesus taught 
that when any part of you is ill, all of you is affected, 
and the whole man needs healing. (John 5:2-9.) 
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This is very important for you to know and to 
understand. The healing of your total self or being 
is what God has in mind. And because of it you 
can love Him more, and develop greater faith for 
your healing. 

When the woman with an issue of blood came 
to Jesus, she said, "If I may touch but his clothes, 
I shall be whole" (Mark 5:28). Notice she said, 
"I." She said, "I shall be whole, not just my body." 
Her thoughts were beyond the disease in her body; 
she thought of herself as being affected and need
ing to be made whole. 

We read, "And Jesus, immediately knowing in 
himself that virtue [power] had gone out of him 
... said, Who touched my clothes? And his disciples 
said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging 
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? And he 
looked round about to see her that had done this 
thing. But the woman ... came ... and told him all 
the truth. And he said unto her, Daughter, thy 
faith hath made THEE whole; go in peace, and 
be whole of thy plague" (Mark 5:30-34). 

Notice, first, Jesus stated that she had touched 
HIM with her faith when she touched His clothes 
with her hand. Next, she touched Him for the 
purpose of being made a whole person, not merely 
healed of the issue of blood, though that was in
cluded. Finally, she felt in her body that SHE 
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was healed. This is the healing of the whole man -
the inner man and the outer man. It is always what 
God has in mind when He begins to heal you. 
Therefore, it is what you should have in yours when 
you release your faith for healing- healing for your 
whole self. 

Third, Christ's gift of healing comes to you in 
proportion to your understanding that GOD IS A 
GOOD GOD. You meet many people who are 
negative toward God, particularly concerning His 
goodness. If you allow them to influence your 
thinking and fail to grasp that He is a good God, 
you place yourself outside the position to grasp His 
gifts to set you free. You remove the possibility 
of being able to release your faith. 

One reason you should study the Word of God 
-especially the life and ministry of Christ and His 
disciples- is to help you see that God is good. This 
was an issue I had to settle in my mind in 1947, 
before I could fully respond to enter this ministry 
of healing. The more I conferred with people about 
this, the less I was able to understand the clear 
teaching of the Bible about God's goodness. What 
finally convinced me was a comprehensive and 
prayerful study of the Four Gospels- Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John- and the Book of Acts in 
the New Testament. It was there I found the 
promise of God's healing to all people. 

56 



HOW YOU CAN BE HEALED- NOW 

I learned that Jesus made a sharp division be
tween the life-giving nature of God and the death
dealing work of the devil. He said, "The thief [the 
devil] cometh not, but to steal, and to kill, and to 
destroy: I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly" (John 
10:10). Years after Christ's ascension and the Holy 
Spirit had been given, the Apostle Peter spoke of 
"how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil; for God was with him" (Acts 10:38). 

When the disciples wanted Jesus to show them 
the Father, He said, "He that hath seen me hath 
seen the father" (John 14:9). In Jesus we see the 
Father and what He is like. Jesus went about doing 
good, healing all who were oppressed. He went 
about giving life more abundantly. The approval 
of God was upon Him by miracles and wonders 
and signs. (Acts 2:22.) Jesus is good; therefore, 
we know God is good. 

There are so many Scriptures through which 
God clearly shows this to me. One in particular 
is, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou 
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth" (3 John 2). As I meditated upon God's 
wish for me, and for all people, the words came to 
my lips, "God is a good God!" 

57 



SEVEN REASONS WHY I KNOW .•. GOD WANTS TO HEAL YOU_ NOWf 

Th~ truth of God's eternal goodness permeates 
me da1ly and enables me to come with enthusiasm 
and assurance to people who have needs, assuring 
them that God really cares and loves them and 
wants to give to them His abundant life. 

When all hope was gone for my life, it was the 
word of God's goodness that reached me through 
my sister Jewel and others of my family. I was able 
to develop faith to believe I could live. So I never 
tire of saying, "God is a good God." I can think 
of no other attitude you can create in your heart 
that will prepare you for healing than to know and 
believe that God is a good God. Let it fill your 
thoughts every day. Even when things look bad 
outwardly and events around you seem to deny 
God's goodness, you can know in your own heart 
the reality of His tender love and abiding goodness. 
It will truly sustain you, and provide a firm basis 
for your faith to be released. 

Fourth, Christ's healing power can come to 
you when you use the point of contact. 

A point of contact is something you do, and 
when you do it, you release your faith to God. You 
have faith but you must release it. Having it and 
releasing it are two different things. You may have 
the price of a loaf of bread but unless you release 
the money, you will not get the bread. 

A person said to me, "I have all the faith in 
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the world." I replied, "That's your problem. You 
still have it." At first this shocked him, but later 
he saw the point. 

A point of contact is helpful because it sets 
the time. It is the point of expectation for a miracle 
from God. 

There are many points of contact mentioned 
in the Bible. The woman with the issue of blooJ 
touched Jesus' clothes as a point of contact. By it 
she set the time to believe. 

Jairus, who sought Jesus to heal his little dying 
daughter, said to Jesus, "Come and lay thy hands 
on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live" 
(Mark 5:23). The laying on of Jesus' hands was 
a point of contact to help Jairus release his faith. 
The point of contact has no healing power. It is a 
springboard for you to release your faith and send 
it to God. 

Your specific point of contact may come to you 
by inspiration or you may use one that is mentioned 
in the Bible. But whatever it is, it sets the time. 
At that moment the point of contact helps you to 
say, "Now, Lord, I believe." There must be this 
moment when all of your believing is fused into a 
single act of faith, when your faith lays hold of 
God's promise to heal you and the miracle actually 
begins to take place. 

Never doubt the power of your own faith in 
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God. A lawyer said that to me once. I asked him 
where he heard it. He said, "I didn't hear it. I read 

it in your DAILY BLESSING Magazine. I was in the 
midst of a particularly difficult case and had about 
given up on believing I could win it when I opened 
my DAILY BLESSING and the meditation for that day 
began with 'Never doubt the power of your own 
faith in God.' Something like an electrical current 
shot through me," he said, "and I felt the adrenaline 
start flowing again. All at once I was a new man, 
a new lawyer, and I won my case. More impor
tantly, I have never forgotten those words. I use 
that phrase every day." 

Know this - you have faith. God has put it in 
your heart. And God has made himself the object 
of your faith. It is there in your heart but you 
must bring it forth. (Romans 12:3). 

Ever since I discovered the point of contact, 
I have been far more effective in releasing my 
own faith, and in helping others release theirs. 
For this reason, I feel that the point of contact is 
one of the greatest spiritual discoveries I ever made. 
(I have written an entire book on the point of 
contact. This book is available to you free from 
my office. Just write for your copy.) 

Finally, let me say, for Christ to heal you it is 
not necessary to understand how He will do it. 

I have seen people get tied in knots trying to 
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reason how God performs His miracles. Personally, 
I don't know how He does it. I only know He does. 
A man once kept asking me about the "how" of a 
miracle, so I asked him this question: "How did 
God make a black cow that eats green grass to 
give white milk that makes yellow butter?" He 
said he didn't know and it didn't make any differ
ence just so he got his milk and butter. 

"Right," I said. "Now apply that same thought 
to God's performing His miracles." 

Jesus said, "All things are possible to him that 
believeth" (Mark 9:23). He didn't say that all 
things are possible if we understand, but if we 
have faith. If we could understand, we would not 
have to have faith. 

People often tell me, "if I can see a miracle, 
I will believe." I doubt it. Believing comes before 
seeing. I have always had to believe before I un
derstood or saw the miracle. Jesus . taught us to 
believe first. (John 11:40.) 

Through the years there have been many in
stances of miracles being performed right before 
people's eyes. Those who believed in God's healing 
power rejoiced at what God had done while the 
doubter and cynic refused- despite what their own 
eyes had seen - to accept the fact that God does 
and will heal. 

Friend, God has a gift of healing for you and 
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it will meet your need. Christ is the Healer. And 
He wants to heal you now. He is closer than your 
breath, and He is able to do above all you can think. 

As you have read this chapter some word may 
suddenly have come alive in your heart. You may 
have been able to grasp in a more complete way 
God's readiness to heal you. If this is true, then 
now is the time. Let your faith go to Jesus Christ 
and accept His gift of healing to you now. 

I never tire of reading how others have been 
healed. Constantly testimonies flow into our office 
in Tulsa. They are real. They are important. As 
you read these, God may do for you what He did 
for them. Remember, these are people just like you: 

"For months I suffered with my stomach. X rays 
showed that I had an ulcer. My diet was limited 
and my activities were slowed down. Every day 
there was nagging pain. I was miserable. 

"I had been acquainted with your ministry for 
about five years. Listening to your radio program 
had helped me to have more faith in God. God's 
promises regarding healing became more real to 
me. It was while listening to your radio program 
that I was able to release my faith. Just a simple 
act of believing while you prayed for me and my 
deliverance came. I believed God and I was com
pletely healed. 
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"After my healing I went back to my doctor. 
He took X rays and made tests. Thank God, the 
ulcer was gone. He could not even find scar tissue. 

"My health today is good. I have not had any 
symptoms of an ulcer and I am able to eat what 
I like. It is with a thankful heart that I testify to 
the power of God to heal." 

-Mr. D. R.,Arizona 

"At the age of 16 I entered a mental hospital in 
England after trying to take my own life. But 
instead of getting well I became more confused 
and dependent upon the drugs that were used to 
treat me. 

"Finally I was discharged from the hospital and 
later married. My husband and I decided to mi
grate to Australia. When we arrived in Australia 
I was very lonely and depressed. I was in and out 
of the local mental hospital for three years and 
finally I was put in the ward with the chronic 
patients. My husband was told I would never be 
well. I eventually came home, however, I was still 
very sick and taking huge doses of drugs. 

"After many months of patient love and under
standing, a friend invited me to a meeting where 
a film was being shown. I went reluctantly. It 
was one of your films, Brother Roberts. I was 
touched as you prayed for the sick and by the faith 
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of the people being healed. I knew then and there 

that I would be healed. Praise God I was. 

"Since that night I have not been dependent 
upon drugs. When I returned to the doctor, he 
could not believe his eyes. Everyone was amazed 
to see the change that had taken place in my life. 
I thank the Lord for He has given me real abun
dant life." 

-Mrs. R. W., Australia 

"When I was 6 years old I became ill with in
fectious nephritis, a kidney disease. After many 
tests, my doctor said my disease was incurable and 
that he could do no more for me. He told my 
mother that I had a slim chance of outgrowing the 
disease when I began to mature. However, he felt 
I would probably not live past my teens. 

"My mother and father had known of your min
istry through television and radio, and had seen 
and heard of many people being miraculously 
healed in your crusades. When you came to Mari
etta, Ga., we attended the services almost every 
night. On Saturday night, I went through the 
prayer line. There were many persons who needed 
prayer that night and you could pray only a short 
simple prayer for me. But I felt the power of God 
go all through me and I knew in my heart that very 
night that I was healed. 
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"My mother took me back to the doctor and 
didn't mention anything until after he examined 
me. He was totally amazed at my recovery; he 
could not find any trace of the disease. My mother 
then witnessed to him of my healing and he thought 
it was wonderful. 

"I am now 16 years old and in good health. I 
thank the Lord with all my heart for the miracle 
He performed in my life." 

- S. F., Georgia 

"On February 13, 1967, I felt a sudden snap 
in my right temple. The pain was so severe it 
knocked me out. On the following day I was no 
better and was taken to the hospital where the 
doctor diagnosed my condition as a combination 
of nerves and migraine headache. But when I did 
not respond to treatment and had to be heavily 
sedated, spinal taps were taken. Blood was found 
in the spinal fluid, and I was sent to a neurosurgeon 
at Bluefield Sanitarium. More spinal taps were 
taken, and again blood was found. X rays showed 
I had suffered an aneurysm, this being a rup
tured main artery in the right temple and a brain 
hemorrhage. 

"The doctor suggested an operation. He made 
it clear that there were strong possibilities of death 
resulting, or that I would be permanently paralyzed 
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~n my right side. Without an operation, chances of 
life were very uncertain, as the condition would 
not heal naturally. 

"I was released from the hospital on March 8, 
1967. Since I was not allowed to get up and move 
about, I was taken to the Bluefield, W.Va., Crusade 
by ambulance the same day. I was deeply stirred 
by the message of faith and was prayed for. The 
next morning I was able to walk for the first time 
since being stricken. 

"I returned to the March 10 meeting and testi
fied that God had healed me. Home again, I was 
able to sleep without medication, whereas I had 
required the maximum sedative to get relief. Now 
I am doing my housework and am caring for my 
family of five children. 

"Praise the Lord, I expected a miracle and I 
received one! God is a good God." 

-Mrs. G. S., Virginia 

"I never knew I lived before May 1965. God 
had been good to me all my life but I didn't recog
nize it until I found Christ. 

"What began as a teen-age round of social 
drinking resulted in 35 years of alcoholism, during 
which I had to be hospitalized five times. In 1956, 
while on a periodic disappearance in a motel room, 
I mixed a drink and turned on the television set. 
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It was the first time I had heard of or seen you, 
Brother Roberts, and I was stunned by what you 
were saying. I wrote to you later and received 
some literature. 

"Then in 1964, I received an invitation to attend 
a three-day seminar at ORU in Tulsa. My wife 
said, 'That is your miracle. You're going.' Those 
three days provided a new world for me. It was 
the first time since I had come back as a soldier 
from World War I that I had attended a religious 
service of any kind. And it was at ORU that I 
came to know the Lord as my Savior. At the close 
of the seminar you prayed for me. Since that time 
I have not taken a drink, nor have I had any desire 
for alcohol. 

"I can't thank Christ enough for what He's done 
in my life. I witness for Him every day. My friends 
and neighbors are stunned because I don't drink 
any more. I thank God for healing me. Every
thing's fine now." 

~Mr. H. G., Michigan 

67 



CHAPTER 5 

The real possibilities for healing 

of the nations at this hour 

RECENTLY, I WAS ASKED TO PRAY at a gov
ernor's conference convening in Tulsa, Okla., my 
home city. It was at a time when the news media 
were trumpeting the discord, racial bitterness and 
tension felt across the land. The governors in their 
interviews with the press had given statements de
fining some of the causes of the unrest and some 
answers they felt would be helpful. 

As I stood before these men and we bowed 
our heads in prayer together I felt a deep urge to 
pray for the healing of the nations in the same way 
I pray for the healing of individuals. It was as if 
I heard the words for the first time as they poured 
forth from my heart and lips. I prayed in the name 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, for God to 
heal the angry minds, to heal the thoughts that set 
people against one another, to heal the dreams of 
each political party so that they might be the 
dreams of God, and that each and all of us would 
be ruled by God instead of being motivated by our 
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own selfish ways. I prayed for God to heal the 
people of our nation and of all nations. 

When the prayer was finished and I turned to 
be seated, the governors all broke into spontaneous 
applause! It was the first time I was ever applauded 
after prayer. They had felt what I was feeling, 
that it was time for somebody to pray for the 
healing of nations. 

There is no doubt in my mind that if God 
can heal an individual or a family, a nation can 
be healed. Indeed without this healing the sick
ness in America will be a sickness unto death. 

I believe God's time has come. We cannot 
continue as we are. The anger and bitterness and 
frustration cannot be healed without a genuine 
move of God. The disharmony we feel every day 
can be healed. 

A few weeks ago I was the guest of a student 
group at a large university on a program filmed 
upon national television called, "Under Attack." 
This was a no-holds-barred confrontation with 
angry young students cynical toward God, salva
tion, healing and the possibility of miracles. For 
one hour I was questioned by a panel of students, 
and then by students from the audience. Most of 
the students had seen our television series, and 
the questions centered around my philosophy and 
teaching about healing. They attacked my state-
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ments: God is a good God ... Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God ... God heals people today ... In fact, 
they attacked everything I am and stand for with a 
ferocity and antagonism that a friend who accom
panied me said was "frightening." 

When I walked into the packed auditorium and 
was presented there was applause mixed with boos. 
They were ready to attack; and as the TV cameras 
captured it they pounced on my views with an an
ger that seemed more animal than human. I prayed 
that Christ would keep me in control of myself and, 
above all, in His love. I felt that what they would 
feel coming from my spirit would be as important 
as my answers. 

These several hundred college students were 
representative of youth throughout the world. They 
questioned God's existence, His interest in human 
affairs, love for people, and any and all efforts to 
make Him relevant to human needs today. There 
was not one positive statement or question in the 
session. They laughed at all the wrong places. 
When I related my illness and my healing, they 
said if that's true then Christianity is only for the 
weak. When I stated God is a good God, they 
asked then why all the wars? I stated that all these 
came from man's choice, not God's. They asked 
why all the little afflicted children and the suffering 
of innocent people. I related it to sin in the human 
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heart which rebelled against God and broke His 
creative purpose. They jeered this. Each time I 
referred to the Bible my reference was hooted. 
They felt the Bible is not revelant and has no 
meaning for today. 

My attempts to bring healing through prayer 
and the gospel were attacked as fraudulent and 
done for personal gain. When I replied that heal
ing is not optional with me, that it had saved my 
life and won many lives everywhere, it was beyond 
their comprehension. There was hooting and jeer
ing. Only in the last half of the hour did some of 
the animosity and cynicism begin to abate. As we 
came to the close it was as if God were beginning 
to get through, that what He had done in my life 
and is doing in others could not be completely 
laughed off. They wanted to know how I knew 
God had spoken to me, how I knew I was an in
strument of His, how I knew there was hope for 
mankind. There was a quite different spirit in the 
room at the close and scores crowded around with 
personal questions. One boy wanted to know how 
he could know this for himself, another wanted 
further proof that a healing could actually take 
place in this age of science. Finally, a boy reached 
a hand forth and touched my shoulder. With his 
chin quivering and tears in his eyes, he said, 
"Reverend Roberts, I am a believer in Jesus Christ. 
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Please pra~ for this campus. It is filled with doubt 
and unbelwf and sin. We must bave a spiritual 
awakening." I said, "Wbere were you tonight? 
I didn't hear your voice lifted. In fact I didn't 
hear a word from anyone that was positive." 

He said, "I know; it's hard to believe anything 
here." 

I replied, "Perhaps that's why Christ has put 
you here, to be His witness." 

A girl lashed out, "If your God is so good, 
what are you doing about all the little babies dying 
in Vietnam, and starving in Biafra?" She kept railing 
and flailing her arms. Finally I said, "Do you want 
a reply or just a confrontation?" 

I told her I had been in Vietnam. And that 
I had gone up and down the land praying for 
people- American soldiers, the Vietnamese, and 
VietCong prisoners of war. This did not satisfy her. 
Suddenly a student said to her, "What are you do
ing about it? Do you have any answers?" She 
turned and left. 

Later a friend said, "Just think! In 10 years 
young people like this will be running our country. 
It's frightening. They can attack but have no re
lationship to God and have no answers for their 
problems. They are just angry and bitter." 

As I look back upon this confrontation I feel 
that they were seeking reality and truth. In striking 
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out they were hoping for a word or a feeling they 
could get from us that had some semblance of 
meaning. 

I recall one question uttered in a bitter voice, 
"Oral Roberts, do you actually believe you have 
been healed?" 

As the noise ascended he then said, "I didn't 
get your answer." 

I said, "Yes! Without a doubt." He abruptly 
sat down and a quietness came over the entire 
group and you could have heard a pin drop. The 
M.C. said, "Well, let's get on with the show." 

I wished for one thing: one of the World Action 
Teams from Oral Roberts University to have ap
peared with me. They would have been a startling 
contrast to this group. A sign in the theater flashed 
"No Smoking." All over the building students were 
smoking, including one girl on the panel. Once a 
boy on the panel took the cigarette from the girl's 
mouth, smoked it a moment, and put it back in 
her mouth. Some of the men were without ties 
and shoes. Some of the girls were dirtY, their hair 
uncombed. To have had present our ORU World 
Action students, each filled with the Holy Spirit, 
each having had a personal confrontation with 
Christ, each having traveled this past summer in 
America, in Asia, in Europe or Africa witnessing to 
people who were desperate and without God - to 
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have had these young students open up with their superb singing talent and fill that theater with a song of the Lord and to give a witness - that would have been a meaningful confrontation, 
I thought of the World Action Team that ministered in East Africa. They went to one of the African universities for a service and as they walked in and were introduced as Christian young people from America, they were met with boos and jeering just as I had been on this occasion. Then one of our students stepped forth, raised her hands for quiet and said, "Do you think I would be here if this were not real? I believe in God, I believe in His supernatural power, and I believe it is the only answer for the problems you or anyone in the world faces today." At the close of the service, opportunity was given for the team to give an invitation and 206 of the student body accepted Christ! 

That's the kind of witness that must be made to the nations! When I left my confrontation with these students I was more determined than ever to enlarge Oral Roberts University and to reach the nations with the healing Christ. 
Never has the healing ministry been more relevant and contemporary. And never have I felt such excitement building up within me as I face the 
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very real and very possible healing of our nation -
and other nations. 

I have recently returned from a nation where 
the President asked me to touch him and pray for 
his healing. Later, he gave a state reception for my 
team, and publicly, before the diplomatic corps 
from our 30 nations and leaders of his own gov
ernment, approved the ministry of healing. Publicly, 
I urged the President to allow Christ's compassion 
for all suffering people to How through him. The 
entire affair ended on a high point of faith in God! 
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CHAPTER 6 

How you can be part of the 

answer,......, by touching someone 

IN THIS PRESENT MOMENT of critical world 
trouble, trouble in our nation, and bitterness across 
the land, I think the Bible has· an important word 
to say to us. First, from Luke 22:50, 51: "And one 
of them smote the servant of the high priest, and 
cut off his right ear. And Jesus ... touched his 
ear, and h(')aled him." · 

And from Acts 9: 1-5: "And Saul, yet breathing 
out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord, went unto the high priest, And de
sired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, 
that if he found any of this way, whether they were 
men or women, he might bring them bound unto 
Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, 
and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest." 
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These Scriptures are as fresh and contemporary 
as if they were written this morning for they speak 
to us of the untamed violence in men, of the way 
we human beings strike at one another. They speak 
of the ways that Jesus seeks to touch us with His 
healing hands, to come between us, to happen to 
us, to come alive in us and to be real - real in this 
moment of our existence. 

Soon after the resurrection of Christ there arose 
a great deal of violence against the Christians in 
Jerusalem. Their ringleader was a young man by 
the name of Saul of Tarsus, brilliant, articulate, 
but a religious bigot. Saul secured authority to raid 
the churches, to invade the homes of the Christians, 
and even to put them to death. Eventually, he went 
as far as Damascus. But, while traveling toward 
that far frontier, on the Damascus road, Jesus 
Christ confronted him. 

What Saul had not counted on was the risen 
Christ- that Jesus Christ is involved in mankind, 
that wherever the violence is, wherever the need is 
or the suffering is, Jesus is there. And because Saul 
was on the Damascus road Jesus was there. 

Jesus Christ confronts every man, every woman 
at some time in life. And when He does it's like a 
light turned on in your soul. It's as though you are 
looking at God face-to-face. 

Jesus said, "Saul, why persecutest thou me?" 
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And Saul answered, "Who art thou, Lord?" 

Jesus replied, "I am Jesus whom thou perse
cutest." In other words, He said "Saul, when you 
take your hand and ball it into a fist and strike a 
human being you are striking at God. When you 
strike at people you're striking at God; you only 
injure yourself that much more." 

As a teen-ager I rebelled against God, I rebelled 
against my parents, against the church. I rebelled 
against the establishment, against the institution 
that had held me down and wouldn't let me out. 
I fled. I ran away for nearly a year. One night 
while playing in a basketball tournament I collapsed 
and my coach picked me up and carried me to 
his car and took me home. I had had tuberculosis 
for months and had not known it. When I arrived 
home and was put to bed for five months, hovering 
between life and death and at times hemorrhaging 
to death, I felt alienated from life. I felt the bitter
ness wash over me and I struck out. I struck at my 
parents, I struck at the church, I struck at God. It 
seemed the church was not saying anything to me. 
God had nothing for me. And yet it was in that 
experience that I had my confrontation with God. 

I know the frustration and the rage that the 
desperately ill feel. I know what the people who 
are deprived or disfranchised have experienced, 
who feel that they are the victims of the establish-
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ment, that they are hemmed in, that they can't get 
out. I know the feeling for fve been there. And 
across this beautiful land of ours, in the ghettos 
people are striking out at whatever is in front of 
them. But at the same time Jesus Christ is con
fronting every man. 

At the same time that Christ was confronting 
Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus road He was in the 
city of Damascus confronting another man - this 
time a Christian whose name was Ananias. He was 
safe and secure from all the violence. He was far 
removed from that violent man that Christ had 
confronted. 

Christ said, "Ananias, there is a man, Saul of 
Tarsus, across the city in a certain home. He's 
praying, and he's had a vision of your coming in 
and putting your hands on him and praying for 
him. Go over there and touch him." 

Ananias recoiled as if he had been struck. He 
said, "I know of this man; he has come to kill us." 
But Ananias didn't know that Christ had gentled 
Saul down and that now Christ was speaking to 
Ananias in the same way that He had been speaking 
to Saul, that Christ confronts the noninvolved Chris
tian as much as He confronts the non-Christian 
violent man. 

In dark Gethsemane when Christ was bracing 
himself for the Cross, Judas Iscariot led a mob. 
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~hey attacked the Son of God, and in the fray, 
Simon Peter whipped out his sword and struck at 
the invaders. In so doing he cut off the ear of the 
high priest's servant. Jesus stood there while all 
this violence was swirling around him and he did 
the one thing that everyone of us must do if we 
are to survive, if we are to bring peace to this land 
and peace in the world. Jesus turned to Peter and 
He touched him and he said, "Peter put up your 
sword; they that live by the sword shall die by the 
sword .. In other words, they that live violently die 
violently. Peter, put up your violence!" 

And in touching Peter, Jesus happened to him. 
Peter became alive and for the rest of his life he 
touched people; he never struck at another human 
being. 

Then Jesus turned to the high priest's servant, 
Malchus, who was really a slave owned by the 
high priest. He turned to him and put forth that 
same hand and touched the bloody side of his head 
and healed his ear. In that moment, this slave. 
this second-class citizen, this man held down by 
the establishment, this man who couldn't get out, 
who was struck by a violent Christian, who was 
owned by a religious leader - this man felt Christ! 
He felt a new freedom and dignity. He was made 
a whole man. 

Everything we have that heals people today 
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rests upon our touching one another. In one of 
our recent crusades in Pasadena, Calif., I noticed a 
young man, a student, who was following me wher
ever I went in the auditorium. He was close to me 
when I preached and when I prayed for the healing 
of the people. One evening when I went back into 
the invalid section I noticed him and wondered 
why he was there. I was glad he was there, but 
I wondered why. As I started to pray for the 
people, I noticed a woman in front of me, an elderly 
woman, sitting in a wheelchair. She had been de
serted by her family; she had been brought there 
by friends that she might receive prayer. This 
young student walked up real close to her. I felt 
something and I said to him, "Look at this woman. 
Look at her." And he looked at her. I said, "That's 
where God is. God is where the need is." He 
looked up at me and I said, "Touch her. Put your 
hand on her." And it awakened some long-dead 
instinct. Before he realized it his hand was out 
and he was touching her. He drew his hand back, 
and I looked at the woman. Her face was radiant. 
I looked at the student. He was radiant. And then 
looking at his hand and looking up at me he said, 
"Mr. Roberts, I never felt anything like this." Jesus 
Christ had happened to him, had come alive in 
him, had become real to him and the old barriers 
between age and youth came tumbling down. He 
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had been li~e ~hris~; he had touched somebody. 
Jesus smd, A.nanias, you go over there and 

touch this man." This is like Christ saying to us 
Christians today, "Go out on the campus where all 
the violence is. Go among those people. Put your 
hands on them." What would we do if we were 
asked by God to go out where people are being 
hurt, and cut up, and sometimes carried off in 
ambulances, and once in a while killed? What 
would we do if He sent us into a black ghetto 
where the resentment and frustration are a tinder
box of explosives? What would we do? 

Jesus said, "Ananias, you go over there, because 
this man has seen you coming." You know, Christ 
does His work through you and me. Finally, Ana
nias said, 'Til do it." And he got up from his warm, 
secure sanctuary, went out into the streets, across 
town where a man sat who had killed people, who 
had threatened and slaughtered but now had been 
confronted by Christ. 

And the Bible says, "Putting his hands on him, 
he said, 'Brother."' When you touch someone, that's 
when he becomes your brother. You can never be 
a stranger again when you touch somebody. 

Not long ago we were in Harlem in New York 
City preaching and preparing for a major crusade. 
Many of the great pastors of Harlem had come and 
we had sat down together to talk about this cru-
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sade. I had been driven down the streets where 
humanity is packed together, where hundreds of 
thousands are living in just a few square miles and 
where there are said to be 50,000 drug addicts, 
half the total in the United States. These pastors 
were deeply moved and wanted help and wanted 
someone to come in. And during the first meeting 
there were two speakers, myself and one other. 
He was a young black militant pastor who had 
been converted while in the penitentiary. Now he 
is pastoring a great church filled with young people 
and is doing an outstanding work for Christ. 

Well, when he preached, I had never heard a 
sermon like it. He really unburdened his heart, 
and I knew every word was true. But he was kind 
enough to hear my sermon. He knew that I was 
involved with mankind; he knew that I touched 
people; and he knew that I believe sickness is dis
harmony. He knew that I believe you can touch 
people in many ways- you can touch them with 
your hands, you can touch them with your eyes, 
you can touch them with your word, you can touch 
them with your heart. He knew how I felt. When 
I finished preaching many came to Christ. We 
prayed for the healing of the people and then the 
benediction was given. And when it was all over 
this young militant pastor was over to my left. He 
took a step toward me and I stepped toward him. 
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He took another and I took another. And pretty 
soon we reached out and took each other's bands 

and as we did his hand moved in a strange wa; 
over my hand and I recognized it as the peculiar 
handshake of the militants. I responded to it and 
immediately he looked up and said "Brother." And 
I said, "Brother." And we were in each other's 
arms and Christ had melted us together. We knew 
that Christ is color-blind and He just loves people. 

My sister touched me when I came home dying 
of tuberculosis and striking out at my family and 
God, feeling the frustration and rage of a life that 
now was coming to an end with no hope. My sister 
came in and said seven little words that changed 
the course of my life: "Oral, God is going to heal 
you." I looked up and said, "Is He, Jewel?" And 
she said, "Yes." And a light came on inside of me 
and I felt God. I knew then that there is a God, 
that there is a Christ and He loves me. He knows 
Oral Roberts. He knows my name, He knows where 
I live. He knew my lungs were torn up, and in 
time He healed me. 

I want to say this: I believe that Jesus Christ 
is as real today as He was 2,000 years ago and that 
He is everywhere. You can be healed in your spirit, 
your mind, your soul, your attitude. You can be 
healed if you will only allow Christ to touch you 
and if you will touch somebody. 
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CHAPTER 7 

l-Iow your own personal future 

in Christ is unlimited 

As WE LOOK AHEAD TO THE 1970'S, on the one 
hand we cannot see a very bright prospect. Violence 
will probably exceed anything we can imagine to
day. Traditions will be uprooted, common ways of 
doing things will be repeatedly under attack and 
rejected. Patterns of churchgoing may be eradi
cated by the oncoming generation and ignored by 
the older one. 

But as a Christian I look to the '70's full of faith 
and the Holy Ghost, for I serve the One who created 
this universe and who still is in control - the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I want to close this book by sharing with you 
what I feel are your possibilities in Christ during 
the decade ahead. 

And if anyone ever was a living example of his 
own words, it is Paul when he writes in 2 Corinthi
ans 5: 17: "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new." 
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The first thing I want to say to you is that the 
past does not limit your future. Listen to that. 
The past does not limit your future. The Scripture 
says, "He hath not dealt with us after our sins; 
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities" (Psalm 
103:10). 

God looks at you through the eyes of His Son 
Jesus Christ. He sees your life in terms of what He 
intended for men to be in creation. His concern 
for you is not what you have been or what you are. 
His concern is what you can become if you will 
only touch Him, if you will open your life to Him, 
if you will only touch His healing power. 

As a minister of the gospel for many years, 
I have had many people confide in me their prob
lems, their guilts and their mistakes. Others have 
told me how their past had been a disappointment. 
They had never had the opportunities, or the joy 
of achievement, or healing, or the experiences 
with God, or with success that their hearts had 
longed for. 

All of us have those same kinds of feelings 
from time to time. But as surely as you are reading 
this book, the mistakes, the failures, the opportuni
ties missed in the past do not limit your future in 
Jesus Christ, for your future is as bright as Christ 
himself. 

If you are not a Christian, if you are not really 
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serving God, if you may have tried to live a Chris
tian life sometime in the past and you've let your 
sins or your failures keep you from having the joy 
of God in your life, I want to tell you that you 
can become a new person in Jesus Christ. He can 
cancel out the past. He will cancel out the past. 
And He will hand you a brand-new life, a new day, 
a new year, a new future. I know that's true. 

If you are sick, if you've not been able to re
ceive your healing in the past, I want to tell you 
that through Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by whose 
stripes you are healed, you can begin to have the 
healing touch of the Master this minute. 

If you are in one of the ghettos of this nation, 
hemmed in by poverty, tormented by hatred and 
frustration, longing and praying to break out of 
that prison house of futility, let me tell you that 
through Jesus Christ, your mind, your attitude, 
your self-confidence, your opinion of yourself and 
others can be so transformed, can be so changed, 
that neither race nor prejudice nor failure can 
hinder you from taking your place in society. I say 
this to you, whatever your position in life or place 
of abode. Whether you have plenty of money or 
not enough, there is a right place for you. 

Your place! I'm talking about your God-or
dained place, the place that God has held before 
you. So that in society you are yourself, you have 
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your proper place, you have the dignity that God 
has ordained for you to have. I tell you, this can 
happen to you. 

I was in Harlem only a few weeks ago and there 
in that black ghetto we were preaching the gospel 
and a fine black man stood up before us and 
shared how he had joined the Blessing Pact in this 
ministry. He said, "In this ghetto if a man doesn't 
own his home, he is not counted a success. But I 
entered the Blessing Pact with Oral Roberts. I made 
my gift to win souls and my point of contact was 
this gift and my expectancy was that God would 
give my family a home. Within six months I was 
living in a nice house." He said, "Before I joined 
the Blessing Pact the most I had at one time for 
months was only five dollars." 

Friend, we can expect a miracle if we believe. 
We can have a miracle if we turn ourselves to 
Christ and start believing instead of whimpering 
and whining and complaining and lying down on 
the inside. We can expect a saving miracle, a heal
ing miracle, a deliverance miracle, a financial mira
cle, a miracle in our homes, in our marriages, a 
miracle with our children. We can do it by stand
ing up on the inside, by releasing our faith, by 
putting our eyes upon God, who is our real supply. 

You may have given in to some weakness in the 
past. You may have let the guilt you feel when 
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you remember that experience convince you that 
God would not save you if you asked Him, that 
you most certainly could not ask Him to heal you. 
But, Friend! I want to tell you- the past does not 
limit your future. You can become a new creature 
in Christ. You can be healed and made whole. 
You can know the joy of the Lord. 

Second, what we are and what we have been 
does not necessarily mean that thaf s all we can 
become in the future. A few years ago in our cru
sade in Fayetteville, N.C., an alcoholic stood before 
me in the prayer line. He had been drinking shortly 
before the service and the smell of liquor was on 
him. The past 10 years had been a ruinous road 
to hell for this brother. Liquor had broken up his 
family. He was now married the second time and 
this home was now falling apart. He and his wife 
were separated and he had been on a drunk and 
had wound up in Fayetteville, 2,000 miles from 
his home. He heard about our crusade and was 
determined to come in the prayer line and be de
livered. When I laid hands on this brother and 
asked Jesus Christ to release him and asked him 
to believe as I prayed, I felt a release of my faith. 
But of course I did not know what the outcome 
would be. I had to leave that with God. 

We followed up on this man. I had one of the 
editors of ABUNDANT LIFE Magazine contact him. 
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His wife answered. She broke down with tears of 
joy and told bow her husband had really been 
delivered that nigbt in tbe Fayetteville Crusade. He 
had come back home. He had not touched the 
bottle since. Their home was restored. They were 
happy in the Lord and for the first time in years 
her husband was holding down a steady job. 

Now, Friend, this is really what I'm talking 
about. What we are, what we have been does not 
necessarily mean that that's all we can become in 
the future. 

If you're unsaved, you can be saved. If you're 
sick, you can be healed. If you're despondent, you 
can know the joy of the Lord. If you're filled with 
fear and uncertain of what steps you should take, 
you can know the ones you should. 

Whatever your present condition it can be im
proved. You may never have stepped out by faith 
before, you may never have claimed healing and 
wholeness before, but that shouldn't keep you 
from making that step now! 

In the Bible ( 1 Samuel 17) we're told of a 
time when the armies of Israel were sitting in dis
illusionment and despair at the imminent prospect 
of defeat. For across the way the armies of the 
Philistines had gathered against them. Each day 
a giant of a man, Goliath by name, would call out 
a challenge for any man to do battle with him. 
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For 40 days he defied the whole army of Israel. 
None of Israel's warriors would go to meet him; 
all sat in fear and trembling. 

Young David, who had three older brothers in 
Israel's army, came from tending his father's sheep 
to bring his brothers food. As he walked into the 
camp of Israel he heard the challenge of Goliath. 
He looked at his brothers, his countrymen, and 
even King Saul - they all were sitting in terror at 
this blasphemer of Jehovah. 

When David discovered that not one soldier in 
the whole army of Israel would face Goliath, he 
volunteered. When they protested because of his 
youth and inexperience, he answered that "The 
Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion 
and the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out 
of the hand of this Philistine" ( 1 Samuel 17: 37) . 

David marched down into the valley, stopped 
and picked up five smooth stones at the brook. 
He then stood and confronted Goliath. 

Goliath cursed him and said he would feed him 
to the birds. 

David replied, "Thou comest to me with a 
sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but 
I come unto thee in the name of the Lord of hosts" 
( 1 Samuel 17:45). When Goliath marched towards 
him, David placed a stone in his sling and flung it 
at Goliath, and Goliath fell. 
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Anyone who looked at David earlier that day 
might have seen just a shepherd boy. But David 
refused to accept the limitations that others put on 
him. He rejected the claim that he should "stay in 
his place," tend the sheep and leave important 
matters to others. He did not let what he had been 
nor what he was limit what he could become. And 
neither need you. The future is yours. Opportunity 
to believe God for miracles is yours. The challenge 
to take a step of faith is before you now, and you 
can take it! 

Third, through Jesus Christ the possibilities of 
the future are absolutely unlimited. The darkest 
moment can be the time when you decide to make 
a march of faith, when you determine to strike a 
blow for deliverance, when you take hold of God's 
promise for your life, when you start believing. 
God can lift you out of the pit and give you the 
salvation and the healing and deliverance that you 
have not had in the past. 

Friend, if you are feeling as though it's the 
end of the road, I know what you are experiencing. 
One time I lay on a sick bed, given up to die, 
hemorrhaging to death with tuberculosis. I know 
what it is to wonder if there will be a tomorrow, 
if I shall live even another day .. But the moment 
of your desperation can become your appointment 
with God for your deliverance in Jesus Christ. 
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Every breath I draw today is a breath given 
to me by Christ who healed my lungs. Every word 
I'm able to say I say because Christ healed my 
tongue from stuttering and stammering. I praise 
God because He's given me this new life and He 
holds this same new life before you. 

Let the '70's roll in. Let every day and every 
week and every month and every year come. Let 
us stand and look at the horizon if Christ tarries. 
We don't have to compare it with past years. We 
are standing on a hilltop. We are standing on the 
edge of a bright new tomorrow. Here we are on 
the frontier and our future is just as bright as God 
in His Word tells us. Your possibilities are unlimited. 
Friend, you are going to take the best that God has. 
You are going to receive a new life in Christ. You 
are going to be made a new creation. You are going 
to be healed. God's going to meet your needs. 
God's going to supply your financial needs, God's 
going to help you with your family. I believe that. 

If I didn't believe it, I wouldn't have written 
this book. I know that Christ is closer to you than 
the breath of your nostrils. This is real. He is by 
your side today. You can expect God's best in the 
days ahead. He wants you to have a great year. 

And now, I want to finish the book by offering 
a prayer. Will you join me in believing God for 
your need to be met? If possible, touch someone 
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near you while you pray this prayer with me. 
Remember it's often in tbe touch that Christ hap
pens to you, that is, He comes alive in you, becomes 
real to you. 

As I have completed the manuscript I have 
placed my hand on this spot - perhaps you would 
like to touch it with your hand, and in this way we 
may be able to touch each other across the miles. 

Now let us pray the prayer together, a prayer I 
recently prayed on national television as I stretched 
my hands to people: 

We lift our hearts to the living God, our hands 
to the resurrected Lord. Heavenly Father, we come 
to You not in our own strength, but in the mighty, 
incomparable name of Jesus of Nazareth, more 
dear to us than any living person, more real than 
any human reality. We touch one another as a 
symbol of our concern for the people of the world. 
And in so doing we identify with them and with 
their need and we believe for that need to be met. 
We release our faith for the healing of angry minds, 
bitter spirits, sinful souls, and sick bodies. May we 
be made whole through the healing Christ. 0 Lord, 
I pray You will heal our world, sick with wars, strife 
and turmoil. Heal the nations, bring vision and 
wisdom to their leaders. Raise up a people with 
love and concern for their fellowman. 

Touch our land. May America's wounds be 
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healed. May the ideal of justice and equity become 
a reality for all men of all races and creeds. 

And now for you, I pray that God will heal your 
total being- spirit, mind and body. 

~e pray and we believe. Amen. 

To receive more copies of this book you are 
invited to write Oral Roberts today. You can be 
assured of an answer, and of compassionate con
cern by his entire staff. Your letter will reach him 
quickly by addressing it to: 

Oral Roberts 
Tulsa, Okla. 7 4102 

You may also telephone the Abundant Life 
Prayer Group on duty 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week and receive personal counsel or prayer. 

Dial 918-7 43-7971. 
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