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INTRODUCTION 

When a brutal, gut-wrenching need roars 
through your life and slams you to the ground, 

when you feel as if satan is trying to snuff out your 

dream, and snuff you out, too, there are agonizing 
questions that race through your mind -- ques- 
tions like, Can I possibly be in the will of God? or, 
Lord, are You still directing my steps? 

Surely those same mind-boggling questions 

must have flashed through the minds of the dis- 
ciples while they feverishly bailed water out of 

their boat on the Sea of Galilee. As the~,winds 
howled and the waves lashed their little boat, they 
must have groaned to themselves, Are we still in 

the will of God? Didn’t Jesus say, "Let us pass 
OVER unto the other side"? Now we’re being 

ripped to pieces by a deadly, treacherous sea.t 

(See Mark 4:35.) 
Even Jesus Himself could have been plagued 

by terrible questions as He sat there under the hot, 

boiling desert sun, wit~9 satan stalking Him like a 
cruel beast. He could have cried out, "Father, I 
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know Your Spirit led Me here, but am I still in 
Your will?" (See Matthew 4.) BUT, FRIEND, 
THERE’S NO VACCINATION AGAINST THE 
DEVIL! No matter who you are, no matter where 
you go, he’s going to rear his ugly head! Why? 
Because he knows that you’re dangerous to his 
territory! 

I tell you, there are moments in all of our lives 
when questions hit us like bombshells. There are 
times when we feel as if satan is not only trying to 
kill our dream, but us, also! I have a great an- 
nouncement to make to you today! If you’re a 
child of God, no matter whether you’re walking on 
top of the mountain or you feel as if you’re a 
miserable wreck of a Christian, GOD, OUR HEAV- 
ENLY FATHER, IS STILL DIRECTING YOUR 
STEPS ! 

Psalm 37:23 declares, The steps of a good man 
[a good woman] are ordered by the Lord: and he 
delighteth in his way. And the Bible teaches us 
clearly that ALL THINGS work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). 

My brother, my sister, the Lord God of Heaven 
and earth knew about every dark night of trouble 
and every staggering blow long before you ever set 
foot on this earth! And He declares, For I know the 
thoughts and plans that I have for you.., thoughts 
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and plans for welfare and peace, and not for evil, 

to give you hope in your final outcome (Jeremiah 

29:11 AMPLIFIED). 

What does that mean? It means that God has 

designed your life to fit into a plan m HIS plan. 

AND HIS PLAN CAN KEEP YOUR DREAM 

ALIVE . . WITHOUT KILLING THE 

DREAMER! 
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Chapter 1 

DON’T BROADCAST 
YOUR DREAM ON 

EVERY STREET CORNER! 

All of my life, I have loved the incredible story 

of Joseph, a young 17-year-old boy who was a 
dreamer of dreams. You know, there’s something 
special about a dreamer -- someone who dreams 
a dream from God. Now Joseph was not only a 

dreamer but also his father’ s favorite son. He was 
born to Jacob in his old age, and Jacob loved him 
fiercely. The Bible tells us that one day his father 
gave him a magnificent coat of many colors, but 
his brothers went wild with jealousy when they 
heard about that gift! 

It wasn’t long after that when Joseph shocked 
the entire family with stories of the strange dreams 

he was having. First, he dreamed that he and his 
brothers were out in a big open field, bonding 

sheaves of wheat, when all at once, Joseph’ s sheaf 
stood up tall, and all of his brothers’ sheaves 



bowed down low. 
Later, he dreamed that the sun, moon, and 11 

stars (representing his father, mother, and 11 
brothers) all bowed down to him. Really, this 
dream was a sign of leadership, a sign that God was 
going to use him in an extraordinary way. But 
even his father, Jacob, was growing bewildered 
with the young dreamer and his troublesome 
dreams, so he rebuked him, saying, Shall I and 
your mother and your brothers indeed come to 
bow down ourselves to you ? (Genesis 37:10). But 
the Scripture also points out, HIS FATHER OB- 
SERVED THE SAYING (v.11). 

Of course, Joseph’s dreams only provoked the 
wrath and jealousy that burned in his brothers’ 
hearts. So when his father sent him out into the 
fields to check on them, no doubt a shiver ran up 
and down his spine when he saw the glaring looks 
on their faces. As soon as they fastened their eyes 
on him, they hatched a plot against him, saying, 
"Look, here comes the dreamer! Come now, let us 
kill him and see what will become of his dreams." 
You see, satan always has a plan to kill the dream 
and the dreamer! 

But Reuben, who was the eldest, exclaimed, 
"Oh no, we don’t want his blood on our hands! 
Let’s just strip him of his prized coat of many 
colors and cast him into this pit. Then we’ll smear 
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blood on his beloved coat and tell our father that 
he’s been devoured by a ferocious beast." 

Just at that instant, they heard a commotion in 
the distance, and on the horizon, they saw a cara- 
van of Midianites rolling toward them. It suddenly 
occurred to them that they might be able to strike 
a bargain with these Ishmaelite traders. So after a 
brief exchange, they sold Joseph into slavery for 
the price of twen~, pieces of silver! 

Oh, how they must have gloated when they 
watched the dust from that caravan vanish from 
sight! Finally, they had gotten rid of that dreamer, 
that troublemaker, once and for all! Little did they 
realize that God had a plan for keeping this 
young dreamer and his dream ALIVE! 

DON’T BE HASTY 
AND MISS THE MARK! 

Friend, the story of Joseph is an up-to-date 
story for YOUR life because your dreams are not 
to be told to everyone! You can’t discuss your 
dream with everybody you work with, everybody 
on your block, everybody in your family, or all of 
your friends and acquaintances. Joseph divulged 
his dream to his own brothers, AND THEY TRIED 
TO KILL HIM FOR IT!. 



When you indiscriminately reveal what 

God has put in your heart, someone will 
misunderstand. Someone will misinterpret 

your motives. Someone will lash out at you 
in jealous!! The Bible says, "It’s not good to 
be overhasty and MISS THE MARK!" (Prov- 
erbs 19:2 paraphrased). 

How very well I remember when my wife 
Lindsay and I had been married for only a few 
months and we started believing God for a healing 
ministry. You see, when I was a young boy, a 
strong dream had been birthed in me for a healing 
ministry. I had sought the Lord for it, and some- 

how in my spirit, I knew that God’ s hand was upon 
me for the healing of the sick. My father, Oral 
Roberts, had an outstanding track record along 
those lines, so I believed I was on solid ground in 
asking God for a healing ministry in my own life. 

That’s when Lindsay and I got out our Bibles 
and started latching on to every healing Scripture 
we could find from Genesis to Revelation. A light 

bulb literally came on in our spirits when we read 
Mark 11:24: What things soever you desire, when 

you pray, believe that you receive them, and you 

shall have them. All at once, my faith went offlike 

a rocket! I began to declare, "Lord, BY FAITH, I 
receive a healing ministry !" Then Lindsay and I 
just kept on thanking and praising God that it was 



on the way! Mind you, no one was getting healed 
-- I mean, no one! 

But we had " 
grasped in our spirits 
that God wanted us 

to praise Him in advance 
for our miracle! 

Now the point I want to drive home to you is 
this: We didn’t go out and broadcast our dream on 
the street corners! We didn’t shout it from the 
rooftops! As a matter of fact, we didn’t even tell 
our parents, our families, or our friends. I didn’t 
announce it on television or in one of my crusades. 
It was strictly something between my wife and me 
and God! 

Days and weeks and even months passed, and 
absolutely nothing happened. But we held on to 
our dream with all of our faith and believed that a 

-.healing ministry was on the way. Then one night 
I stepped onto a platform in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, and the atmosphere was electrifying. The 
healing presence of the Lord began flowing through 
my life in a measure I had never known before. 
You could have knocked me over with a feather 
when I realized that the dream I had been believing 



for, that I had been standing in faith for, WAS 

FINALLY COMING TO PASS! 
. Suddenly, out of the blue, miracles began to 

happen all across that auditorium! First of all, a 

woman of about 70, who had come into that 
meeting barely able to walk even with a walker, 
STARTED PARADING BACK AND FORTH 

IN FRONT OF THE PLATFORM, DRAMATI- 
CALLY HEALED BY THE POWER OF GOD! 
Then the Lord gloriously touched and healed a 
man who had been deaf in one ear for ten years, 
and his whole family shouted and rejoiced as they 
saw the miracle happen. But one of the most 
memorable events of the entire evening was when 

a young woman testified, "I’ve been blind in my 
left eye for four years, AND NOW I CAN SEE!" 

At the close of that service, I knew that God 
was not only keeping my dream alive, but that this 
was only a foretaste of greater things yet to come ! 
And since that night, I’ve seen Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth stretch out His mighty hand with healing 
and miracles throughout this nation and all across 
the earth! I’ve watched Him break the grip of 

some of the most dreaded diseases and raise men 
and women up into health! Notbecause of me, but 

because of Jesus, the Son of God, arising with 

healing in His wings! 

6 



ELISHA HID THE DREAM 
IN HIS HEART 

There’ s another young man in.the Bible whose 
story, like the story of Joseph, is very real to me, 
and it’ s forever burned into my spirit. It’ s the story 
of a young man named Elisha, whom Elijah 
anointed to take his .place in the ministry. (See I 
Kings 19:19.) Elisha was Elijah’s young proteg6, 
his right-hand man, and he served Elijah as faith- 
fully as a servant would serve his master. 

As Elisha followed Elijah’s ministry through- 
out the years, he began to yearn for the power of 
the Holy Ghost in his own life. He longed to feel 
the presence of the Lord, and a dream began to stir 
in his heart for a double portion of Elijah’s Holy 
Spirit mantle! 

But Elisha didn’t give satan a chance to kill his 
dream by broadcasting it to anyone who would 
listen! He didn’t tell his mother and his father 
about it. He didn’t announce it to his fellow 
~classmates, the sons of the prophets. In fact, he 
didn’t even utter a word to Elijah about it! 

He just hid the dream in 
his heart and waited 

I for God’s timing. 
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Then came that great day when Elijah was 
about to be caught away to Heaven in a whirlwind. 
(See II Kings 2.) The older prophet turned to his 
young proteg~ and said, "Ask me whatever you 
will before I be taken away from you." Oh, there "s 

a moment to ask! There’s a moment when God 

will shine the spotlight on that dream of yours! 
AND, LO AND BEHOLD, ELISHA SEIZED 
THE MOMENT! 

His flesh must have been trembling as the 

words flew out of his mouth: "Sir, I want a double 
portion of the anointing that’ s upon your life!" 

Well, Elijah paused, turned his face up toward 
the sky, and then muttered slowly, "Son, you’ve 
asked a mighty hard thing. BUT... if you see me 
when I go, YOU CAN HAVE THE DOUBLE 

PORTION !" 
Now what on earth did Elijah mean by~::that? 

He meant that if you ’ll keep your eyes on the Lord, 

THEN THE LORD WILL KEEP YOUR DREAM 
ALIVE AND MAKE IT BECOME A REALITy.t 

In a lightning-like flash, the fiery chariots of 

God came racing down from Heaven, and Elijah 
stepped onto that first Holy Ghost space shuttle, 
and he began to RISE! Elisha cried out, Myfather, 

my father, the Chariot of lsrael, and His horsemen,t 

(v.12) as he watched in astonishment while his 
master was being caught away to Heaven. Just 

8 



about that time, the Holy Ghost tapped Elijah on 
the shoulder, and his mantle, that mighty anointing 
of the Lord, came floating back down to earth. 
And Elisha saw it coming! 

He stooped down, picked up tl~e mantle, struck 
the muddy waters of the Jordan River with it, and 
then he roared, Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? 
(v. 14). Really, he was saying, "Where is the One 
who caused the ravens to fly over and drop bread 
and meat for Elijah in the morning and evening? 
Where is the One who told the prophet, ’Go to a 
widow in Zarephath, and she will sustain you’? 
Where is the One who gave him the strength to 
outrun the mighty chariot of Ahab?" 

Meanwhile, the sons of the prophets were all 
lined up on a nearby hillside, gaping wide-eyed, 
speculating about what Elisha would do next, 
There will always be someone, some group, the 
naysayers and gainsayers, the do-nothings, who 
will sneer at you and say, "It’s impossible! You 
can’t do it! You’ll never make it!" 

There will always be the ones who don’t know 
~aow to do it themselves and who despise you for 

even trying to do it -- the ones who are full of 
bitterness, harboring a grudge, those who have 
their own agenda, the very ones who, like Joseph’s 
brothers, would try to kill your dream and the 
dreamer if they only could! 
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Yes, those sons of the prophets were watching 
withtheir arms folded. But Elisha wasn’t paying 
any attention to them. He had his eyes on the sky! 
He was looking to the Lord! And he received the 
double-portion anointing! WHENHESTRUCK 
THOSE SWIFT, MUDDY WATERS OF THE 
JORDAN RIVER WITH ELIJAH’S MANTLE, 
THE BIBLE SAYS THAT THE WATERS 
ROLLED BACK AND HE CROSSED OVER 
ON DRY LAND! GOD KEPT ELISHA’S 
DREAM ALIVE... WITHOUT KILLING THE 
DREAMER! 

YOU’VE GOT TO HIDE YOUR DREAM 
IN YOUR HEART! 

Friend, it’ s a thrilling moment when God pulls 

back the curtain and lets you catch a glimpse of His 
dream for your life! What a feeling sweeps over 
your soul when He causes that dream to lodge in 
your heart! It makes you feel so exuberant that you 

want to go out and shout it from every rooftop! But 
when you consider what happened to Joseph, it 

will shake you to the very core of your being. 
When his brothers found out about his dream, they 

tried to kill the dream and the dreamer.t 

So don’t go out and broadcast your dream on 
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every street corner! Don’t let it ring out from every 
mountaintop! Don’t shout the news from every 
highway and byway! Hide your dream in your 
heart,t Let it sink down deep into. your spirit until 
it really grabs ahold of you and begins to COME 
ALIVE! And when you awaken in the nighttime, 
you can cling to that dream and ponder it in your 
heart. I tell you, the Lord will reveal to you whom 
you can share your dream with! 

And then there’s a special moment when God 
Almighty, your Creator, WILL OPEN A DOOR 
FOR YOU m THE RIGHT DOOR ~ AND 
HE’LL TELL YOU, "IT’S TIME TO LAUNCH 
OUTINTO THE DEEP! IT’S TIME FOR YOU 
TO STEP’OUT INTO THE NEXT PHASE OF 
MY PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE!" 
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Chapter 2 

OVERCOMING YOUR PAST.t 

In the story of Joseph, the Lord paints a picture 

of a fine, handsome young Hebrew boy, the fairest 
of his father’ s sons, and yet already at the age of 17, 
he was a young man with a past- a past full of 
agonizing memories.t     ~ 

His very own brothers had brutally cast him 
out. They had devised a cruel plot to kill him and 
his dream. They had buried him alive in a great pit 
and sold him into slavery in Egypt. Then they had 
concocted a wild story to tell his father about a 
ferocious beast, perhaps a mountain lion or a wild 
pig, springing outof the rocks and tearing his body 
to pieces. Joseph knew how that story would rip 
through Jacob’,s heart! 

Now he could have let their betrayal crush his 
spirit. He could have let it gnaw at him, plunging 
him into the depths of self-pity. He could have 
held a grudge against his brothers, blaming his fate 
on their treachery --= AND RIGHTFULLY SO~ 
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But just because you’re right about the ones who 
have wronged you doesn’t mean you should wal- 
low in that pit of unforgiveness and bitterness 
forever! 

You see, Joseph had a tendei" nature, and he 
chose not only to forgive but also to forget the 
past. It’s one thing to forgive someone; it’s 
another thing to completely blot out the wrongdo- 
ing -- to cast those hurts on the Lord! Oh friend, 
you’ve got to stop digging up those old dry bones 
of the past.t 

No doubt, as that slave caravan rattled its way 
across the desert, horrifying memories flashed 
through Joseph’s mind. And there must have been 
moments when he had to shrug offthe gut-wrench- 
ing emotions that tried to get a grip on him. It’s 
true that Joseph could have nursed those wounds 
and let them fester until a deadly root of bitterness 
sprang up in his spirit. 

But he CHOSE TO 
FORGIVE his brothers for 

trying to kill him and 
destroy his dream! 

Not only did Joseph have to rise above the 
shattering misfortunes of his past but also he had 
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to rise above the sordid history of his family. Now 
let me just give you a picture of Joseph’s family. 
They were liars, cheaters, and tricksters. They 
were gypsies, tramps, outlaws, and thieves! 

His father, Jacob, had swindled his own brother, 
Esau, out of his birthright. And it was Jacob’s 
mother, Rebekah, who had manipulated Jacob’s 
father so that Jacob could steal the birthright in the 
first place. Not only that, but Joseph’s brothers 
were terrible hotheads ! They burst into a fit of rage 
one day and viciously slaughtered all the men from 
the neighboring city of Shalem! (See Genesis 34.) 
I mean, you talk about a past! JOSEPH HAD A 
PAST TO OVERCOME.t 

MOSES WAS A MAN 
WHO WAS HAUNTED 

BY HIS PAST 

Moses was another man whose memories lit- 
erally seemed to dog his tracks. Perhaps he had 
awakened a thousand nights, jolted from his sleep 
by the same dream-- a dream of a dagger covered 
in blood. Can you imagine the terror that must 
have engulfed him as he bolted out of bed, great 
beads of sweat streaming down his neck, seeing a 
dagger hanging there in midair, and choking back 
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a scream, "O God, I wish I could live that moment 
over again!" But, friend, there are some moments 
in life that can never be relived! 

You see, Moses had been a.mighty ruler in 
Egypt, the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter. But 
one day when he looked down from the loftiest 
throne in the entire world, his eyes fell upon his 
Hebrew brothers who were downtrodden, cuffed, 
cast out, enslaved by rough, cruel taskmasters. 
Suddenly, a dream was birthed in his heart -- a 
dream of becoming the deliverer of his people. 
BUT HE GOT AHEAD OF GOD’S TIMING! A 
fierce anger boiled up in him when he came across 
an Egyptian lashing one of his Jewish brethren. He 
froze for an instant, drew his dagger, and then 
stabbed the Egyptian to death and buried his body 
in the sand. (See Exodus 2.) 

The very next day, Moses spied two of his 
Hebrew brothers coming to blows, and when they 
saw him, they jeered at him, saying, "Are you 
going to kill us like you killed that Egyptian 
yesterday?" Their words cut him like a knife, and 
l~is face flushed. He was stunned when he realized 
that his secret was known. The Bible says that 
Moses fled for his life into the wilderness, spend- 
ing the next forty years as an outlaw, a fugitive, 
trying to shake the awful bloody memories that 
dogged his tracks. Those memories seemed to 
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crush the life out of his dream! 
He spent forty years running -- running from 

the will of God, running from the nightmares that 
plagued his sleep, running from the haunting im- 
ages of a dagger dripping with blood. I tell you, 
for~. years is a long time to run.t 

Then one boiling-hot day, while Moses was 
tending his father-in-law’s sheep on the backside 
of the desert, he spotted a bush that was glowing 
with fire. Now that’s not an unusual sight on the 
burning, shimmering sands of the desert. 
Oftentimes a bush will burst into flames from the 
hot glare of the sun. But what struck Moses about 
this particular bush was the fact that it wasn’t 
being consumed by the flames. The Bible says that 
MOSES TURNED aside to see this great sight. 
And what a wonderful word that is to you and me 
today! 

Thank God, we can make 
a turn with our lives, 

AND WE CAN 
OVERCOME THE PAST! 

Moses declared, "I will turn and see this great 
sight," and in that fleeting moment, he heard the 
voice of the Lord speaking to him out of the 
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burning bush: "Moses, TAKE OFF YOUR 
SHOES! You’re standing on holy ground!" (See 
Exodus 3:3-5.) What on earth was God saying? 
Well, first of all, it’s considered sacrilegious in 
many cultures to come into th~ burning, fiery 
presence of the living God with your shoes on! 

But what comes ringing through to me the 
most about this story is the fact that Moses’ shoes 
had taken him asfar as they could take him! You 
see, he was wearing shoes of failure -- the shoes 
of a murderer, a fugitive. I want you to picture 
him. For 40 years, every time his foot struck those 
hot, scorching desert sands, his shoes seemed to 
cry out, "Failure! Murderer.! Failure! Murderer!" 
And those bitter cries from the past were literally 
destroying the dream and the dreamer! 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO WALK 
IN THOSE SAME OLD SHOES 

ANYMORE! 

Now I’m talking to you out of reality today! 
There are many people who are violently tortured 
and tormented by some dreadful thing that’s hap- 
pened in their past! Their memories are not only 
killing their dreams, but killing the dreamer as 
well! 
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Not long ago, I heard a pastor tell a chilling 
story about a man in his church who came forward 
for a water baptismal service. He pulled the pastor 
aside and whispered, "I’ ve been a member of your 
church for some twenty years, a member of your 
deacon board, and I’ve never been baptized be- 
cause thirty years ago, I murdered a man, and the 
police have never caught me. No one knows about 
it, and I’ve walked with this murder-- this failure 
-- on my conscience all these years." 

That revelation startled the pastor so much that 
he stopped in his tracks. Then he clasped the 
man’ s hands tightly and began praying for him on 
the spot! 

Suddenly, the man looked up, his eyes shining, 
and exclaimed, "Pastor, I want to come to Jesus!" 

The pastor nearly choked as he Swallowed 
hard and replied, "You mean you’ve been, in my 
church all of these years, and you still don’t know 
Jesus?" 

"That’s fight," the man whispered softly. "You 
see, I’ve been walking in those same old shoes of 
failure and murder all this time." 

"Well," declared the pastor, "let’s get rid of 
those old shoes right now and get right with God !" 

And, my brother, my sister, you don’t have to 
walk in those same old shoes either m those 
shoes of failure, shoes of rejection, shoes o floss, 
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shoes of heartach!! Yes, the Bible says in Ro- 
mans 3:23 that we’ve all sinned and come short of 
the glory of God, but the good news is we can 
fall down on our knees like Moses did, AND WE 
CAN TURN TO GOD! WE CAI~ BE SET FREE 
FROM THOSE MEMORIES THAT ARE CHOK- 
ING THE LIFE OUT OF OUR DREAMS! 

And, remember,, when Moses exchanged his 
shoes of failure for God’ s mighty gospel slippers, 
he broke Pharaoh’s grip on the children of Israel 
and led those Hebrew slaves, so.me two million 
strong, across the howling wilderness to the Prom- 
ised Land! Oh, you don’t have to walk in those 
same old shoes anymore,t 

GOD WANTS TO BURY 
YOUR PAST 

IN THE FATHOMLESS 
DEPTHS OF THE OCEAN! 

Perhaps you’ve never met Jesus the Savior, the 
One whom Moses met on the burning, blistering 
sands of the desert. Perhaps you’ve never felt His 
closeness, never felt your heart tender to His 
touch. 

Or maybe you’ve been saying, as the words to 
that old rock song says, "I’m going to wait ’till the 

19 



midnight hour." Friend, have you considered 
eternity? If you lost your life tonight, would the 
angels fling the gates of Heaven open wide? 
Would the Lord gather you up in His arms and 
say, "My child, I’ve come to take you home"? Oh, 
don’t delay another moment! The joy of Heaven 
can flood your soul as you pray this prayer out 
loud: 

"My Heavenly Father, through the power of 
Your mighty Spirit and in the Name of Your only 
Son, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I come to You as a 
sinner, a backslider. I’ve been in rebellion, Lord, 
and I’ve lost my way in this deserted, wilderness 
place. I recognize that satan has launched a 
strategy against my soul, and I openly confess that 
I need a Savior. I believe You sent Jesus Christ to 
burst the bonds of death, hell, and the grave for me. 
I repent of all my sin and ask You to forgive me. I 
receive You, Lord Jesus, as Savior and Lord of my 
life. 

"I’m a child of God, blood washed and blood 
bought! I’m abandoning the kingdom of darkness 
and joining forces with the Kingdom of light. The 
Holy Spirit bears witness with my spirit that I’m a 
new creation, a brand-new creature, a child of the 
King! Lord, the past and all of its dark memories 
are no longer mine. You’ve buried them in the 
fathomless depths of the ocean. I declare by my 
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faith that I will not surrender my convictions. I 
will not take my flag down. I will obey the Lord, 
and He will order my steps. I’m on the highway 
to Heaven, and my destiny is written in the shed 
blood of Jesus. In the matchless Name of my 
Savior, I AM BORN AGAIN! Amen." 

If you’ve just prayed that prayer, then I wel- 
come you with open arms into the Kingdom of . 
Heaven ! Oh, it’ s’worth it all to see the salvation of 
your soul! If you’ve given your heart to Jesus, if 
you’ve surrendered all of your dreams and your 
plans to the Lord, then He has a plan to keep your 
dream alive.., without killing the dreamer! Why 
don’t you call.the Abundant Life Prayer Group 
(918-495-7777) and let us know about your deci- 
sion. We’ll rejoice with you, Heaven will rejoice 
with you, and the angels will rejoice with you 
THAT YOU’VE BEEN BORN AGAIN! When you 
call, be sure to ask for my booklet, How To Live 
Your New Life. 

GOD WILL DO A NEW THING! 

Isaiah 43:18 boldly declares: Don’t remember 
the former things, nor consider the things of old-- 
and isn’ t that Scripture really saying, "My brother, 
my sister, you’ve got to overcome the past!" 
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Then the Lord goes on to proclaim, Look, I 

will do a new thing; now it will spring forth; shall 

you not know it? I will even make a way in the 

wilderness, and rivers in the desert (v. 19). 
You say, "How can God do a new thing when 

most of my life has been blasted away by satan’s 
biggest guns?" I tell you, God can cut a broad, new 

highway through the rubble of the past, and He can 
slash a great fiver channel through the barren 
sands of the desert! He can keep your dream alive 

without killing the dreamer! Besides, if the slate 

has already been wiped clean by the devil, then 

it’s a mighty good time for God to bring a LIFE- 

CHANGING, HEAVEN-OPENING, START- 
IT-OVER-AGAIN MIRACLE RIGHT INTO 

THE MIDST OF YOUR LIFE! 
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Chapter 3 

GOD FORGET YOU? 
YOU’VE GOT 

TO BE KIDDING.t 

After Joseph’ s brothers tried to kill the dreamer 
and his dream, they quickly washed their hands of 
him. BUT JOSEPH’S GOD NEVER FORGOT 
ABOUT HIM! He kept the dream and the dreamer 
ALIVE by His Spirit! 

When Joseph plunged headlong into that gap- 
ing pit, God was with him. When he was sold by 
his brothers to Midianite slave traders, God was 
with him. And Genesis 39:1,2 says that when a 
man named Potiphar bought Joseph and made him 
a slave in the treasure-laden land of Egypt, God 
was still with him. And the Lord prospered Joseph 
in the house of Potiphar. 

If you read further in that same passage, you’ll 
find that the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house 
FOR JOSEPH’S SAKE; and the blessing of the 
Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and in 
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thefield (v. 5). Oh, glory be to God! Friend, even 
when you feel as though you’re being held in 
captivity, as though satan is trying to kill you and 
the dream in your heart, you can still prosper, and 
God can cause those around you TO PROSPER 
FOR YOUR SAKE.t 

No doubt, there were many nights when young 
Joseph would lie awake in the house of Potiphar, 
pondering those strange dreams he had dreamed 
back at his father’s house. Surely he must have 
groaned to himself, That couldn’t have been a 
dream from God.t It must have been a hallucina- 
tion.t And haven’t there been times in your life 
when you thought the Lord had whispered some- 
thing in your ear and then the days and weeks and 
months flew by, and you found yourself wonder- 
ing, Was that really God, or was #just a halluci- 
nation ? 

In the natural, it seemed as if there was abso- 
lutely no way for Joseph’s dream to come to pass 
After all, his father and mother and brothers were 
back home in Israel, and Joseph must have felt as 
if he were all the way on the other side of the 
galaxy! How on earth could his dream come to 
pass? 
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DAVID MUST HAVE FELT 
AS THOUGH HIS DREAM 

WAS REALLY 
A HALLUCINATION! 

Let me illustrate what I’m driving at here by 
reminding you of another dramatic scene from the 
Bible--the story of David, a young shepherd boy 
who dreamed of being crowned king of Israel. Yet 
David, like Joseph,i must tiave reached a place 
where he felt as though his dream wasn’t really a 
dream from God, but merely a hallucination,t He 
must have felt as though satan was trying to kill his 
dream and the dreamer,t 

Of course, David’s story will mean a whole lot 
more to you if I put it into historical perspective. 
You see, he was living in a day much like the day 
in which we live, when all the heroes of Israel 
seemed to have fallen. King Saul had sinned 
against God and had broken faith with the people, 
and the Lord had sent the Prophet Samuel to 
Bethlehem, to the house of a man named Jesse~ to 
anoint one of his sons to be king, (See I Samuel 
16.) 

As Jesse paraded his fine, tall sons in front of 
Samuel, every time one of them passed by him, the 
prophet muttered, "Surely this is the one!" And 
yet, one by one, God rejected them all! In bewil- 
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derment, Samuel finally gasped, "Don’t you have 

at least one more boy?" The youngest, David, had 
slipped everyone’s mind! BUT THE LORD 
HADN’T FORGOTTEN ABOUT HIM! 

Jesse replied haltingly, "Well, yes, we do have 
another son, but he’s just a boy, and besides, he’s 

the sheepherder of the family. He’s out there right 
now on the hillsides tending the flocks." 

"Bring him to me!" the prophet cried, and the 

instant Samuel’ s eyes fell upon the ruddy-cheeked 
teenager from the hills of Bethlehem, something 
leaped in his heart, and he knew this was the 

future king! The Bible says that when he anointed 
young David to be the new ruler of Israel, the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon him FROM THAT DAY! 

Now David wasn’t even dimly aware of the 
many deadly pitfalls that lay in his path, nor the 

many heartbreaking delays that awaited him be- 
fore that day when he would climb to the throne at 
last. But he did grasp that there was a brand-new 
force surging through his being -- the anointing 
ot" the Lord! And when a lion or a bear or some 
other ferocious beast sprang out of the rocks to 
snatch away one of his sheep, David didn’t hesi- 
tate to grab the mane of that lion and choke him to 

death or to tear that bear to pieces with his bare 
hands ! 

Then one day, the call came from his father to 
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take provisions to his brothers who were out on the 
battlefield. Even before David crossed the front 
lines, he could hear the giant Goliath roaring his 
threats in the distance, hurling blasphemies at the 
people of God. When King Saul hnd the armies of 
Israel heard this wild man bellowing at them 
across the valley, a chill ran up and down their 
spines. They were SO weak with fright that their 
knees began doing a tap dance with each other, 
their hearts melted with fear, and they scattered 
like little chickens across the hillsides! 

In the flash of a sedond, the Spirit of God rose 
up in young David, and he shouted with indigna- 
tion, "Is there not a cause? Is there not someone 
who will take on this godless giant?" 

Now, of course, his brothers glared at him, and 
immediately they lashed out at the dreamer and his 
dream. They snarled roughly, "Why, you’re noth- 
ing but a runt! And besides, we know the naugh- 
tiness of your heart!" They tried to kill David’s 
dream just like Joseph’ s brothers had tried to snuff 
out his dream! 

I 
But God had no intention 

I 

of letting anyone kill 
the dreamer or his dream. 

27 



It wasn’t long until David found himself stand- 
ing face to face with King Saul, unloading the 
whole story of how .he had killed the lion and the 
bear with his bare hands, and then he bravely 
declared his faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob: The Lord... will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Philistine (I Samuel 17:37)! 

That’s powerful faith for such a young, unsea- 
soned warrior, a mere stripling! No doubt, Saul 
shoved his hands in his pockets and grunted as he 
sized up little David, shaking his head and puz- 
zling to himself, Well, you don’t look the part, but 
you sure do sound the part.t At last, Saul breathed 
a heavy sigh and muttered, "Go, and the Lord be 
with thee." 

Oh, my! Now the pressure was really on. The 
future of Israel was hanging in the balance. Saul’s 
spineless armies stood gaping in the distan,c.,e as a 
young shepherd boy, armed with only a slingshot 
and his faith, put all of them to shame. David 
raced out onto the battlefield, waving a stick at 
Goliath, the mighty champion of the Philistines, 
and yelling, You come at me with a sword and 
spear, but I come to you IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD OF HOSTS.t (v. 45). Then, like a bolt of 
lightning, David flung that stone from his sling- 
shot, sending it hurtling to its mark. Goliath 
slumped to the ground, and David grabbed the 
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giant’s own sword AND CHOPPED OFF HIS 

HEAD! (See I Samuel 17.) GOD KEPT THE 
DREAM ALIVE WITHOUT KILLING THE 
DREAMER! 

Surely such an incredible featbfbravery would 

mark David’ s destiny as the future king! Even the 
women began hailing him as their new champion, 
singing, "Saul has killed his thousands, andDavid 

his ten thousands,t" But ~those songs stirred bitter 

pangs of jealousy in Saul, and he grew more and 
more troubled and tormented with each passing 

day. 
At last, he was so filled with demons, seething 

with jealousy toward young David, that in his 
madness he marshaled an entire army to kill the 

young dreamer and his dream. As David fled to the 
hills, hiding in caves to escape the wrath of Saul, 
there were many days and nights when he felt 
death blowing its cruel breath in his face. 

As David crouched there in the pitch-black 

darkness, so close to Saul that he could have 
reached out and slit his throat with his bare hands, 
he must have cried out to himself in anguish, O 

Go~t, was it really a dream from You, or was 
it just a hallucination? But David discovered 

that GOD HAD A PLAN FOR KEEPING THE 

DREAM ALIVE... WITHOUT KILLING THE 

DREAMER ! 
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Many years passed before the Lord finally set 

David upon the throne of Israel. At last, the young 
shepherd boy became a mighty and heroic king, 
driving fierce enemies from the borders of Israel 
and establishing the house of David through 

which Jesus, our Savior, would be born. But there 
must have been many dark nights along the way 

when he felt as though everyone except a mad, 
demon-possessed king named Saul had forgotten 

about him. BUT GOD HADN’T FORGOTTEN 

HIM! AND IN HIS TIMING, THE LORD 
BROUGHT DAVID’S DREAM TO PASS! 

GOD IS BIG ENOUGH 
TO FLING ASIDE THE DEVIL 

AND PUT YOU 
ON THE RIGHT TRACK.* 

Friend, man may forget you, BUT GOD WILL 

NEVER FORGET YOU! When you’ re hanging 
in midair over the edge of a cliff, God is with you. 
When you’ve been cast into a great, yawning pit 
like Joseph was, God is with you. When all the 
roads have ended and every last-ditch effort seems 
to have failed, GOD IS WITH YOU! You may 

feel as though satan is trying to kill you and your 

dream, but God is still with you. AND HE CAN 
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KEEP YOUR DREAM ALIVE...AND THE 
DREAMER! 

God is with you when you’re tiding on the high 
places, and He’s with you when you’re traveling 
the lonesome valley. He’s not bogged down by all 

the troubling circumstances or the harsh things 

people have said or done. You exclaim, "Oh, if 
only the devil hadn’t done this or that!" Well, I’ve 

got news for you !’ God is big enough to fling aside 

the devil and all of his demons and pick you up and 
step right over satan’s head and put you back on 
the fight track! My brother, my sister, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior, went into the jaws of hell for 

you, AND HE’S NOT GOING TO LET THE 

DEVIL SNUFF OUT YOUR DREAM OR THE 
DREAMER! 
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Chapter 4 

TEMPTATION 
IS INEVITABLE, 

BUT YOU CAN RESIST IT! 

Now I want you to buckle your seat belt 
because I’m going to take you to a scene where 
young Joseph is about to be thrust into a pit once 
again. You see, he was doing a marvelous job in 
the house of Potiphar. The Egyptian watched in 
amazement as everything Joseph put his hand to 
prospered. And finally, Potiphar promoted,him to 
the position of overseer of his entire household. 
But Joseph had one colossal problem -- 
Potiphar’s wife.t The Bible says that she cast 
longing eyes at him! (See Genesis 39.) 

Friend, I have just completed an exhaustive 
scriptural study of the two words, "longing eyes," 
and I believe I’ve been given a fresh revelation 
from God! Longing eyes means that she rolled her 
baby-blue eyes at him, but Joseph just scooped 
them up and rolled them right back! Why? 
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Because he was a man of integrity! He didn’t 

want to trample on God’s laws, and he didn’t want 
to let the devil kill his dream by r~ining his godly 

witness with Potiphar and the other Egyptians... 

for he knew that Potiphar had his eye on him! 
And don’t you dare let Satan kill your dream 

by ruining your Christian witness either! There 
are men and women, boys :and girls, who have 
their eyes on you -- your family, your friends, 

your employer, your employees, unbelievers, those 
who are living in your neighborhood. I tell you, 
don’t get caught in the devil’ s web ! Your witness 

for Jesus Christ is no joke! But then don’t resist 
temptation just because people are watching you. 

DO IT BECAUSE YOU’RE MADE IN THE 
IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF THE SAVIOR! 
DO IT BECAUSE THE LORD IS CHEERING 

YOU ON, SAYING, "LIVE RIGHT! KEEP 
STRAIGHT! YOU CAN DO IT!" 

Oh, you’re going to face temptation all right. 
It’s inevitable. It’s on every street comer. The 
Bible "tieclares, Where sin abounds, grace does 

much more abound (Romans 5:20). You’ll find 
temptation trying to wrap its tentacles around you 
in the local supermarket or shopping mall. You’ll 

find the devil laying a deadly trap for you on your 
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job. And you’ll even find the tempter sidling up to 
you right in your own neighborhood, for satan 
knows where that weak link is, that chink in your 

armor, and that’s where he will strike.t 
Of course, Joseph was not immune to tempta- 

tion either. Potiphar’s wife was so captivated by 
the innocence of this young Hebrew that she 
turned on all of her charms, trying to lure him into 

bed with her. At last, the fatal moment came when 
no one was at home but the two of them. In one 
split second, she pounced on Joseph, grabbed his 
robe, and ripped it off his body! What did Joseph 

do? HE RAN! 

Well, she was so infuriated that as soon as 
Potiphar came through the door, she started shriek- 

ing at him hysterically, "Joseph tried to rape me! 
That Hebrew boy of yours tried to rape me!" Once 
again, satan launched an all-out attack ,.to kill 
Joseph’s dream and the dreamer! 

Now perhaps Potiphar was skeptical at first, 
but when his wife waved Joseph’s robe in his face, 
that was the clincher. He had Joseph cast into 
prison, and it looked as though his dream was 
finally dead! 

paid for living right! 
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First Peter 2:20 declares, For what glory is it, 

if, when you are buffeted for your faults, you 

shall take it patiently? but if, when you do well, 

and suffer for it, you take it p. atiently, this is 
acceptable with God. What is Peter driving at 
here? He’s saying that if you go barreling down 
the street at 70 miles per hour in a 25-mile-per- 
hour zone and you. are issued a traffic citation, 

DON’T BLAME THAT ON THE DEVIL! But 
when you suffer because you’re doing fight, be- 

cause you’re standing up for the Lord, that’s when 

God takes notice! And God took notice when 
Joseph wound up in Pharaoh’s prison because 

he was suffering for his uncompromising stand 
for the Lord.t 

SHADRACH, MESHACH, 
AND ABEDNEGO 

PAID A TERRIBLE PRICE FOR 
RESISTING TEMPTATION 

It can really shake you when it dawns on you 

that there is an awful price to be paid for resisting 
temptation. I remember three other young He- 
brew men who paid a terrible price for refusing to 
bow their knees to satan. If you recall the story, 

King Nebuchadnezzar led his crack legions 
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throughout the known world, conquering all the 

armies, slaughtering the kings, capturing their 
booty, and seizing their gods. Then he heard about 

the city of Jerusalem, the city the Jews called 
"Jerusalem the. gold." 

So Nebuchadnezzar called on all of his mighty 
generals and led them in a march across the hot, 
scorching sands of the desert until at !ast they 
besieged Jerusalem, the city of the great King. 
(See Daniel 1:1.) The Bible says they smashed 

down the walls with their battering rams and 

ravaged the temple, leaving the city in burning, 
smoldering ruins. Then they carried away captive 
many of the choice young men and women of 
Israel to the magnificent, worldly city of Babylon. 

I want to paint you a picture of three of these 
young men-- Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
-- as they look back over their shoulders at Jerusa- 

lem, tears rolling down their, faces, their dreams 
dashed to pieces, their beloved city bursting into 

flames. I want you to hear them as they cry, "How 
can we sing the sweet songs of Zion in a far and 

distant land?" 
In your imagination, I want you to see them as 

they stroll along the shores of the beautiful 

Euphrates River not far from Nebuchadnezzar’s 
splendid palace. All at once, the sounds of flutes 
and trumpets and dulcimers and coronets reach 
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their ears, and all the people begin falling down on 
their knees, proclaiming, "Great is Nebuchadnezzar 
our God! Great is Nebuchadnezzar our God!" 
The blood in those Hebrews’ veins turns to ice! 

No doubt, one of them exclaims, "What does 
this mean?" 

And someone whispers to them, "Oh, haven’t 
you heard? The king has erected a great image of. 
himself made of pure gold, and when the music 
plays, everyone must bow!" Well, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego shiver when they hear 
these words, and a cold chill runs up and down 
their spines. BUTTHEY STILLREFUSETOBOW! 

Of course, Nebuchadnezzar’s spies are lurk- 
ing everywhere, and soon, the king in his wrath 
calls the three Hebrews before him and roars, 
"Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that 
you refuse to bow down to my golden image?" But 
suddenly, his countenance lights up as he declares, 
"I’11 give you another chance to bow!" And, 
friend, satan will always offer you a second 
chance to bow.t 

"Here before all of my princes, my governors, 
my magicians, my royal staff, and my family, I’m 
going to give you a second chance. But this time, 
when you hear the music play, YOU MUST BOW 
DOWN! If you refuse, then I’ll cast you into a 
raging inferno, and who is your God who can 
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deliver you out of my hands?" Once again, satan 
devised a cruel plan to kill these young dreamers ! 

"O king," exclaims Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, "we don’t even need to consider this 

matter,for our God is able to deliver us, AND 

WE WILL NOT BOW.t" (See Daniel 3.) 
I tell you, the world we live in is a world full of 

compromise! There will always be a 
Nebuchadnezzar and a burning, fiery furnace. 

You can scan the front page of the newspaper, flip 
on the television set, turn on the radio, and every- 
where you turn you’ re being flooded with compro- 

mise. It’s being hurled at you on every street 
corner. Not long ago, I walked past a New Age 

cafe, and I heard people discussing a New World 

Order. I see the tarot cards, the occult, the astrolo- 
gers, the psychics. I hear the cries of the pha- 

raohs of this world who want to destroz~vour 
dream and the dreamer! 

IT’S THE LITTLE FOXES 
THAT SPOIL THE VINE! 

Let me share with you what has been happen- 
ing since I became President of Oral Roberts 

University. There are some people who would 

literally pour the money into ORU if only I’d shut 
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down the Prayer Tower. Or if I’d stop having Holy 
Spirit-filled chapel services and stop speaking in 
tongues, then they would get behind me 100 per- 
cent.t And if I’d be willing to hire non-Christian 
faculty, they would help endow tile University. 

Then there are those who add slyly, "If you’ 11 
take that part about Jesus Christ out of your state- 
ment of purpose, if you’ 11 dispense with that rigid, 
old-fashioned Honor Code --just let your stu- 
dents live as they please, let them smoke, let them 
drink, let them take drugs, let them live immoral 
lifestyles-- then we’ll make our funds available to 
yOU !" 

You can’ t imagine some of the offers that have 
been dangled in front of my face. How satan has 
cast those longing eyes at me! He’s tried relent- 
lessly to kill the dream and the dreamer! There are 
some who have even proposed, "If you’ll just 
change your dress code so the young men don’t 
have to’wear ties and the young ladies don’t have 
to wear skirts or dresses to class and chapel, then 
we’ll help you!" 

And, friend, every time satan casts those long- 
ing eyes at me and at Oral Roberts University, I do 
exactly what Joseph did. I scoop them up and roll 
them right back to him! Why? Because the words 
that God spoke to my father, Oral Roberts, are 
still ringing in my heart! The Lord said, "Build 
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Me a university. You are to build it on My 
authority and on the Holy Spirit. Raise up your 
students to hear My voice, to go where My light is 
seen dim, where My voice is heard small, and My 
healing power is not known . . . even to the 
uttermost bounds of the earth!" 

I refuse to make those little "minor, seem- 
ingly insignificant" changes because it’ s not the 
big, gigantic things that can kill the dream and the 
dreamer. It’s the little things that cause you to lose 
your moorings ! It’s the little foxes that spoil the 
vine.t 

SHADRACH, MESHACH, 
AND ABEDNEGO 

WERE CUT FROM A 
DIFFERENT BOLT OF CLOTH! 

The three Hebrews, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, were cut from a different bolt of cloth, 
and they refused to compromise. So King 
Nebuchadnezzar bellowed, "Stoke that furnace 
seven times hotter than ordinary, and bind those 
men and throw them into the fir!!" Once again, 
satan lashed out with a fury to wipe the young 
dreamers off the face of the earth! 

Now I want you to think about these three 
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Hebrew boys, and then I want you to just imagine 
Nebuchadnezzar’ s big, barrel-chested, mighty men 
who bound them and flung them into the fire. 
When they shoved those boys into the furnace, 
ALL THE MIGHTY MEN WERE BURNED UP 
BY THE ROARING FLAMES! Why? 

Because they weren’t 
made out of the 

right kind of stuff! 

Well, the door was bolted shut, and the king 
whispered smugly, "Now it’s settled! No one will 
ever dare to defy me again! The next time the 
musicians play m~, song, there’ s going to be some 

tap dancing and some bowing, and they’ll be 
shouting, ’Great is Nebuchadnezzar our god!’" 

The king paused a few moments, then sniffed 
the air to see if he could smell the odor of burning 
flesh. Finally, a puzzled look came over his face, 
and he commanded the door to be opened. Surely 

his hair must have stood on end as he stared into 
that blazing fire and gasped, "Didn’t we throw in 
three men? And weren’t they bound? Why, now 
they’re loosed and walking in the midst of the fir!! 

And there’s a fourth One, and His countenance 

is like the Son of God!" (see Daniel 3:25). 
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Nebuchadnezzar came face to face that day with 
a God who knows how to keep the dream in the 
heart of His children alive.., without killing the 
dreamer! 

The instant those three Hebrews were hurled 
into the furnace, Jesus Christ, seated at the right 
hand of God the Father, reached across His 
Father’s lap and grabbed ahold of three Holy 
Ghost asbestos suits, and the Fourth Man, 
transversing time and space, shot down into the 
midst of that raging fir!! Before the flames could 
even begin licking their bodies, He exclaimed, 
"Brothers, put on this divine protection because 
we’re going to do a Jericho march in the midst of 
the fire.t" 

They had a great hallelujah march in the fire 
that day, circling round and round as the blaze 
hissed and crackled. Nebuchadnezzar j u st,stood 
there in astonishment, listening to them as they 
sang, "We bring the sacrifice of praise into the 
house of the Lord!" 

Oh, can you hear them? They’re dancing and 
leaping and marching through the fire! The ropes 
are gone now! They’re not bound anymore! And 
when Nebuchadnezzar calls them forth and takes 
a big whiff of their skin, their hair, their clothing, 
there is no smell of smoke upon them! GOD 
KEPT THE DREAM ALIVE... WITHOUT 
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KILLING THE DREAMER! 
The king whirls around to his subjects and 

growls, Don ’ t you dare speak evil against the God 

of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedn.ego. If you do, 

I’ll chop you into little pieces and turn your house 

into a dunghill, FOR NO GOD CAN DELIVER 

AFTER THIS FASHION.t 
"If yon go on to read the rest of that story, you’ll 

discover the reward that’ s awaiting the righteous. 
Not only did God keep Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego and their dream alive, but they were 

PROMOTED! What does that mean? It means 
there is a promotion waiting for you at the other 
end of your uncompromising faith--a promotion 
to a higher levelin Christ! B UT THE ONL Y WA Y 

YOU CAN GET THAT PROMOTION IS IF 
YOU’RE WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE.t 

YOU HAVE TO PAY A 
PRICE TO LIVE RIGHT! 

Joseph and the three young Hebrew men, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, all came face 

to face with one of the cardinal laws of faith, a law 
that is stronger than the tides of time: You have to 

pay a price to live right. 
Many times, we as Christians live in a fantasy 
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world. In the real world, if you want to keep your 
dream alive, you have to bite the bullet, stand up 
tall, set your face like a rock, and boldly declare, 
"I’m going to resist this thing!" It doesn’t matter 
whether the bullets are whizzing by or the bombs 
are bursting on every hand. It doesn’t matter who 
has faith in God and who doesn’t, which one slips 
and falls into disgrace or which one weathers the 
storm. 

Friend, you must not let the devil spin a web 
over your eyes! You must not let him kill your 
dream or the dreamer! Ifsomethingis gnawing 
at you, if something is out of line, then you must 
subdue it and bring it to the feet o f .lesus ! IF YOU 
WANT TO KEEP YOUR DREAM ALIVE, YOU 
MUST NOT A LLOW SATAN TO HAVE ANY 
PLACE IN YOUR LIFE! 
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Chapter 5 

YOU CAN COME 
OUT OF THE 

NO WHERE ZONE.t 

Have you ever noticed that people who have a 
vision are usually the ones who get thrown into 
pits? The ones who wind up in a pit, a dungeon 
cell, usually seem to be the people who set their 
hearts to do something for God. David was a man 
who found himself in a pit -- hiding in a cave to 
escape King Saul’s sword. Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego also found themselves in a pit-- a 
burning, fiery inferno -- all because they refused 
to bow down to King Nebuchadnezzar’s golden 
image. Even the great prophet Jeremiah found 
himself in a pit. He was thrown there by the 
skeptics because he would not stop prophesying. 
Daniel also was a man who found himself in a pit 
-- a lion’s den -- simply because he refused to 
stop praying. Somehow it always seems to be the 
people who are reaching outto God, reaching out 
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to others, those who are tired of business as 
usual, who get thrown into pits. 

Now you may be saying, "Richard, I don’t 
think there’s any way for me to get out of this 
horrible pit I’ m in !" Well I know how you feel, but 
I believe God has a way out of that pit! You see, 
pits are what I call "nowhere zones." What is a 
nowhere zone? It’s when you’re halfway be- 
tween where you are and where you want to be. 
It’s when you feel as though your dream will 
never come to pass. A nowhere zone is when 
you’ve been down so long that getting up hasn’t 
even crossed your mind. It’s when you’re sick and 
tired of being sick and tired. And when you’re sick 
and tired o_fbeing sick and tired, then you’re in the 
right position for a miracle,t 

THE NOWHERE ZONE 
IS A DANGEROUS PLACE TO BE! 

A nowhere zone is something like "no-man’ s- 
land" in the game of tennis. No-man’ s-land is that 
space on a tennis court between the baseline and 

the service line where it’s difficult to hit the ball. 
It’s a place where the ball goes whizzing by you 
and you stand there, helpless, unable to make a 
shot. And it’s also the most dangerous place on 
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the court for you to be. Why? Because you aren’t 
far enough back to hit a hard shot from the baseline, 
and yet you’re not up close enough to punch a shot 
over the net. You’re in no-man’s-land. You’re in 
the nowhere zone. And when you’re in a no- 
man’ s-land, it seems as if everything passes you 
by. 

Friend, there are so many people today who 
feel as if they’re living, in a no-man’s-land, a 
nowhere zone, and that life is passing them by! 
They’ re not where they’ ve been, they’ re not where 
they used to be, but they’re not where they want to 
be either. They feel as if they are stuck somewhere 
in the middle, and everything they are longing for 
seemingly passes them by. 

That’s exactly where Joseph was when he was 
cast into that dreadful pit. I tell you, Joseph found 
out firsthand that a pit is a horrible place to be. A 
pit is a lonely place to be. Many of your friends 
misunderstand the pit. Some of them may even 
think that God put you there in the first place. And 
most people believe that the Lord can’t possibly be 
with you in your ~own private pit! 

Do you know what a pit is? A pit is where they 
throw dirt on top of you. A pit is where they cover 
you up and leave you for dead. But I’ve got news 
for you! Godwill renew your dirt. God will smile 
down on you with fresh vision. And in the pit, He 
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will show Himself alive to you like never before 
Now I’ve got something powerful to tell you 

about pits and about being dead. You see, when it 
looks as though you’re good and dead, when it 
looks as though it’s all over, that’s when God 
moves on the scene with a miracle. 

yourself up, dust yourself 
off, and start all over again 
to keep your dream alive! 

I know it’s true because I feel as if I’ve been in 
a terrible pit, fighting to keep the dream alive over 
these last two years since I was elected President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Oral Roberts Uni- 
versity. 

A lot of people seemed to think being Presi- 
dent of ORU was such a glamorous job! I remem- 
ber how we marched across the campus in our 
academic regalia, with our robes and our caps, and 
I was officially invested President and Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer in a ceremony in Christ’s Chapel. 
They hung a big medallion around my neck, and 
they wrapped a huge ball and chain of debt around 
my leg! They handed me the University’s $40- 
million debt. But all of this took place at the 
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expense of the dreamer! 
Even though things looked grim for ORU 

when I was made President, something rose up 
inside me that made me feel like. Nehemiah, the 
one who rebuilt the broken-down walls of Jerusa- 
lem. I remember how he told his detractors: I’m 
doing a great work [for. the Lord], .and I cannot 
come down from thewall,t (Nehemiah 6:3). And 
we’ve been rebuilding the broken-down walls 
here at Oral Roberts University! As of today, that 
$40-million debt has been reduced to $27 million, 
and it’~s still coming down. Glory to God! We’ve 
been hard at work on that wall, and we’re not 
coming down until the job is finished! 

GOD IS LOOKING. 
FOR A FEW DEAD MEN! 

Friend, you may feel as though you’re good 
and dead, but I’ve got news for you. I believe there 
is something good about being dead! When you’ re 
dead, nothing matters! It doesn’t matter what 
people think. It doesn’t matter what people say. I 
mean, when you’re dead -- when it looks like it’s 
all over ~ there’s nothing more the devil can do 
to you.t And I remind you that the only way you 
can get raised up is to be dead.t 
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God is looking for a few dead men -- people 

who are dead to self, dead to the works of the flesh. 

It’ s time to carve out of your life all the weights, all 
the hindrances. It’ s time to die to yourself and seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 
So many Christians have it backwards ! They seek 
"things" first and God later...almost as an after- 

thought. But Jesus said, Seek first the kingdom of 

God, and his righteousness; and all these things 

shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33). 
Several weeks ago, my wife Lindsay and I 

made a fresh new commitment to the Lord to seek 
His Kingdom, to seek His face. Oh, we’ve been 
standing on this Scripture in Matthew 6:33 all 
along, but now we’ve made a new commitment to 
be doers of that Word. We’re not seeking bless- 

ings. We’re not seeking details. We’re not seek- 
ing things. We’re not even seeking the dream. 
We’re seeking God and His righteousness with all 

of our hearts. And as we seek Him, we believe He 
will meet our needs, no matter how impossible the 
circumstances may seem! 

When I began studying that Scripture in Mat- 

thew 6:33, I was truly seeking the Kingdom of 

God, but God surprised me with something new in 

that passage. If you look back at the previous 
verses, He was saying, "Don’t worry about the 
details -- the food and clothing." Matthew 6:31- 
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33 NIv says: So do not worry, saying, ’What shall 

we eat?’ or ’What shall we drink?’ or ’What shall 
we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. But seek first his ki~gdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well. 

Isn’t it amazing that Jesus would tell people 
who live in this natural realm not to worry about 
food and ~lothing? Or, in other words, "Don’t 
worry and fret over your present needs. Just seek 

the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
all these things will be added unto you." Then He 
continued by saying, "My Father in Heaven 
wants to give you the whole Kingdom." AndHe 

giv, es us His Kingdom according to His riches in 

glory by His Son Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19)! 
When you seek God first, that’s when you can see 

your dream fulfilled beyond what you can ask for, 
think of, or dream! (See Ephesians 3:20 A~Ir’I~I- 

FIED.) 

IT’S TIME TO COME 
OUT OF THE SHADOWS! 

When it looks as though you’re good and dead 

and all the life has been drained out of you, 
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THAT’ S WHEN THE WOUNDED ONE WALKS 
IN -- JESUS -- THE ONE WHO WAS 
WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, 
WHO WAS BRUISED FOR OUR INIQUITIES. 
That’s when the Savior steps up to you and says, 
"Stand forth!" 

In Matthew, chapter 12, the Bible tells us the 
story of a man who had a withered hand and came 
to the synagogue one day when Jesus was there. 
One of the Gospel writers says that not only was 
his hand withered, but it was his right hand, and no 
doubt this man was right-handed. (See Luke 6:6~ 
10.) Most of the people in the world are right- 
handed. And this is a picture of many Christians 
today. They have a withered right hand. In other 
words, the very thing they need the most in their 
lives is withered. 

Now what does the Bible mean when it says 
the man’s hand was withered? If you study the 
word withered, you’ll find that it literally means 
his hand was dry. It lacked moisture. And many 
of us have a dryness, a lack of moisture in our lives. 
It’s because of that lack, that withered hand, that 
we’re standing on the back row of life. 

This man was probably standing at the back of 
the room that day, cowering in the shadows. Why 
else would Jesus have said, "Stand forth"? In 
other words, He was saying, "Come out of the 
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shadows. Come out of the darkness. Come out of 
the back row." When you have something that’s 
withered in your life, you want to hide on the back 

row. You want to hide behind your back what- 
ever is bothering you. But Jesus is saying, "Stretch 
it out. Make a move toward God." 

You say, "But, Richard, it’s impossible for me 
to stretch out my life to God. I’ve been so beaten 
down. I’ve been go abused. I’ve been so misun- 

derstood and misrepresented. I’m so sick. I’m so 
broke." I know what that’s like, but it’s time to 
stretch out your hand to God! "What if I fall into 
another pit?" you ask. Well, welcome to life! 
Welcome to reality! Friend, sometimes pits are 
inevitable. 

It’s true that Joseph fell into another pit. He 
went from the pit to the prison for something he 
didn’t even do, But Joseph made the best of the pit 
AND the prison. 

choose to make of it! 

You can either die in the pit and let your dream 
die with you, or you can have faith for God to bring 
you out by the power of His mighty hand and burst 
your dream into reality! 
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The apostle Paul was another man who seem- 
ingly fell into one pit after another. If you remem- 
ber, he was delivered from a dark, dismal jail cell 
only to find himself on board a ship which was 
being lashed to pieces by a violent storm at sea. 
When he was delivered from that storm and reached 
the shore, a deadly, venomous snake crawled out 
of the fire and bit him on the arm. BUT PAUL 
SHOOK OFF THAT SNAKE WITHOUT BE- 
ING HARMED! Yes, satan comes in like a flood. 
But the Bible says that God will raise up a mighty 
standard against him.., if you will only stretch 
out whatever it is that’s withered in your life.t 

Jesus said, "Stand forth! Stretch out your 
hand!" and I believe it’ s also time for you to stretch 
out your faith, to stretch out your entire life, to 
God. The best way I know for you to stretch out 
your life to the Lord is to seek Him first-- seek His 
righteousness, seek His Kingdom, seek His glory. 
And make a determination in your heart that no 
matter what the devil says, no matter what the 
devil does, in Jesus’ Name, you’re coming out of 
the pit and see your dream come ALIVE! 

JOSEPH PREPARED HIMSELF 
TO COME OUT OF THE PIT 
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Did you notice that just before Joseph was 
delivered out of Pharaoh’s dungeon cell, he pre- 
pared himself by doing something special? The 
Bible says, He shaved and changed his clothes. 
(See Genesis 41:14.) I tell you, ihere are some 
things that we need to shave off our lives! There are 
some things that we don’t need to cling to anymore! 

We need to change some of our spiritual clothes, 
too, just like Joseph changed his clothes before he 
came out of the prison. We need to take off that 
spirit of heaviness and put on the garment of praise 
unto the Lord. God inhabits the praises of His 
people! And we need to shake the mothballs off of 
our sevenfold armor of God AND PUT IT ON SO 
WE CAN TAKE OUR STAND FOR THE 
LORD! 

YOU CAN COME OUT 
OF THE NOWHERE ZONE! 

Friend, when the man stretched out his with- 
ered hand, Jesus healed him, and he came out of 
the nowhere zone. And you can come out of the 
nowhere zone, too! We’re coming out of the 
nowhere zone here at Oral Roberts University, and 
God can lift you out of that pit, that no-man’ s-land 
in YOUR life! 
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Joseph came out of the pit. David came out 
of the pit. Jeremiah came out of the pit. Daniel 
came out of the pit. Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego came out of the pit. Richard Roberts 

and Oral Roberts University are coming out of 

the pit. AND YOU CAN COME OUT OF THE 
PIT, TOO,INTHEMIGHTY NAME OF JESUS 

CHRIST OF NAZARETH! 
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Chapter 6 

DON’T THINK THAT 
CLOSED DOOR IS A 

MISSED OPPORTUNITY! 

Down in the darkest dungeon of Pharaoh’s 

prison, forgotten by the world and seemingly 
forgotten by God, Joseph must have cried out 

many times, "O God, why have all the doors been 
slammed in my face?" But God still had a strategy 
to keep the dream alive . . . without killing the 
dreamer! Then one day Pharaoh flew into a rage 
and threw his cupbearer and his baker into prison 

with Joseph. Just a few mornings later, both men 

awoke, scratching their heads and pondering the 
strange dreams they had dreamed during the night. 

(See Genesis 40.) 
The cupbearer had dreamed about a vine, 

which had sprouted three branches, each loaded 

down with luscious grapes. Naturally, he was 
puzzled by the dream, so he turned to this young 
Hebrew and asked, "Joseph, what do you think it 
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means?" And God set His strategy in motion by 
revealing to Joseph the interpretation. 

"The three branches mean that in three days, 
you’ll be released from prison. And because the 
vine is heavy with grapes, it means that you’ll 
bring the wine once again to Pharaoh." Then 
Joseph pleaded with him, "Sir, when you’re re- 
stored to the king, remember me!" Oh, how his 

"words are still ringing out-- "REMEMBER ME !" 
The baker’s face brightened when he heard 

Joseph’s interpretation of the cupbearer’s dream, 
so he described his own dream to the young 
Hebrew: "I dreamed there were three white bas- 
kets on my head, all crammed full of pastries for 
Pharaoh’ s table. Then the birds came and plucked 
the pastries out of my basket."- 

All the color seeped out of Joseph’ s face when 
he heard those words. He swallowed hard as he 
gave the baker the grim interpretation: "Within 
three days, Pharaoh is going to kill you and hang 
your body on a tree, and the birds will devour your 
flesh." 

Lo and behold, three days later the baker was 
hanged, just as Joseph had prophesied, AND THE 
CUPBEARER WAS RESTORED TO FAVOR 
WITH PHARAOH! Surely Joseph must have 
been doing a hallelujah dance all over that dun- 
geon cell, shouting, "Hot diggety dog! I’m going 

58 



to get out of here now!" But it didn’t happen that 
way! And how many times have you and I thought 
we understood plainly how everything was going 
to happen, AND IT DIDN’T HAPPEN THAT 

WAY AT ALL! 
Well, the cupbearer promptly forgot about 

Joseph. Another door was slammed in his face! 
And for two more years -- two long, interminable 
years -- Joseph sat there, staring at those dark, 
dismal prison walls.. Two full, miserable years 

without seeing the light of day, feeling like there 
wasn’t a hope in the world for him! Two more 
years of being forgotten, kicked aside, cast out! I 

tell you, two years can seem like two billion years 
¯ when you’ve done what you believed was right 
and you’ve been forgotten by the people you’ve 
helped the most! 

GOD WANTS TO SET YOU 
UPON THE THRONE! 

Friend, I don’t even have to use my imagina- 
tion to grasp how Joseph must have felt because 
it’s been approximately two years since I was 

elected President of Oral Roberts University. For 

two solid years, I’ve been dragging around a 
heavy, burdensome ball and chain called debt. I 
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know Joseph must have felt as though those years 
in prison were going to kill him because I’ve felt 
at times like the load of debt was going to kill me, 
too! But it didn’t! I’m still alive, and the dream is 
still burning in my heart! 

I know what Goliath’s hot breath feels like 
because he has been roaring his threats at me day 
and night! He’ s been thundering out the message, 
"I’m going to feed your flesh to the birds!" Satan 
has tried to kill me and my dream for Oral Roberts 
University every way he can! 

At times, I cried until my body shook, and I’ve 
tossed and turned many a night with a huge knot in 
the pit of my stomach. Every time I tried to look 
up, it seemed as though another avalanche of bills 
for the University came piling down on me. 

I would work my heart out on a certain deal, 
and then, like a bolt of lightning, something,would 
go wrong, and I would watch, helpless, as the deal 
slipped through my finger!! Another door would 
be slammed in my face. I would feel like satan was 
going to wipe out my dream and the dreamer, and 
I would find myself pleading with the Lord, "God, 
are You sure? Did we miss it, Lord?" And, my 
brother, my sister, I know you’ Ve faced those same 
gut-wrenching moments in your own life, so get 
your spiritual ears on and get ready to hear what 
the Word of the Lord is saying to you! 
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After that door was slammed in Joseph’s face, 

he was locked up in Pharaoh’s gloomy dungeon 
cell for two more years! It must have seemed like 

an eternity since God had given him the dream 
about his brothers bowing down to him. No doubt, 

he must have cried out a thousand times, "O God, 
why didn’t I just keep my mouth shut!" 

But I can hear the message that rang out to 
young Joseph, and ’I can hear that same message 

ringing out to you and me today! The Lord is 
saying, "Hold on, for I want to keep your dream 

alive...without killing the dreamer!" 
And I can hear God saying to me, "Hold on, 

Richard. I’m going to keep your dream for Oral 

Roberts University alive.., without killing the 

dreamer! Friend, I believe the Lord, the God who 
reigns on high, is going to take one mighty swipe 

at satan’s forces in your life, AND HE’ S GOING 
TO KEEP YOUR DREAM ALIVE...WITHOUT 
KILLING THE DREAMER! 

JOSEPH WENT FROM THE PRISON 
TO THE PALACE 

IN A SINGLE DAY! 

So Joseph clung to the Savior until at last the 
day came when Pharaoh had a dream that none of 
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his wise men, his counselors, his soothsayers, or 

his astrologers could interpret. And, all at once, 
the cupbearer remembered the young man in 
prison who was an interpreter of dreams. (See 

Genesis 41.) 
Immediately, Pharaoh called Joseph forth from 

prison and launched into a description of the 
strange dream which had troubled his sleep: "I 
was standing on the fiver bank when seven fat, 
sleek-skinned cows came up out of the water and 

began grazing in the meadow. Then seven scrawny, 

raw-boned cows came after them and devoured 
the seven fat cows. And even after they had eaten, 
they were still as shriveled and puny as before! 

"Then I dreamed another dream. This time I 
saw seven ripe, full ears of corn on a stalk and also 

seven withered ears, and the withered ears looked 
like they had been blasted by the east win&~ Sud- 
denly, the seven thin ears devoured the seven good 

ears just like the seven shriveled cows had de- 
voured the seven fat ones ! So I arose from my bed, 
and I told the dream to my magicians, my wise 
men, and all of my other counselors, but they were 

so flabbergasted by it that no one could explain it 

to me.t" 
Now Joseph didn’t waste a minute plugging in 

to his divine, Holy Ghost computer, and God 
immediately revealed the interpretation to him: 
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"Sir, the dream is one and the same. The seven fat, 
sleek-skinned cows and the seven ripe, full ears of 
corn represent seven years of plenty in Egypt. The 

seven shriveled cows and the seven blasted ears of 
corn represent the seven years of falnine that will 

follow. 
"The Lord is revealing to Pharaoh that this 

famine will be so grievous, so utterly devastating, 
that it will comple[ely wipe out the memory of 
those seven bountiful years! And, furthermore, I 

believe it would be in Pharaoh’s best interest to 
appoint officers to gather up food during the seven 
plentiful years and store it in the cities of Egypt for 

the seven lean years so the land will not perish.t" 

Pharaoh was so amazed by Joseph’s interpre- 
tation and the remarkable spirit of wisdom God 
had put in him that he not only released him from 
prison but also appointed him as the number two 
man in the government! GOD KEPT THE.. 

DREAM ALIVE... WITHOUT KILLING THE 

DREAMER! 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

I know your heart is bursting to know the rest 

of Joseph’s incredible story! Was he ever restored 
to his family? Did his strange dreams ever become 
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a reality? Yes, the famine struck a terrible 
blow in the land of Canaan, just as it had in 
Egypt, and Joseph’s father, Jacob, sent his 
brothers to purchase food from Pharaoh’s 
storehouse. And who was there to distribute 
the food but Joseph, the one they had dealt 
with so treacherously! 

Of course, his brothers couldn’t possibly have 
fathomed that this was the young dreamer stand- 
ing before them, but Joseph’s heart was pricked 
when he saw them, and tears began to well up in his 
eyes. He could have shunned them or harbored 
fierce bitterness against them, but Joseph 
didn’t turn away from them. NO! HE 
FORGAVE THEM AND WELCOMED 
THEM WITH OPEN ARMS! 

Finally, he broke down in their presence and 
began to sob as he blurted out, "Look, I’m J,.0seph, 
your brother. I’m the one you cast into that 
dreadful pit. I’m the one you sold as a slave to that 
caravan of Midianites. You meant it for harm, but 
God was sending me here before you to preserve 
all of our lives!" 

They were so stunned by Joseph’s shock- 
ing revelation that they were absolutely 
speechless! The dreamer whom they had 
plotted to kill was now saving their lives! So 
Joseph put money into their hands, loaded 
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them down with gifts and clothing and wag- 
ons heaped with food and supplies, and sent 

them back home to Jacob, their father, with the 
astonishing news of his fate! 

Joseph also told his brothers to l~ring Jacob and 

all of their wives and little ones, along with their 
flocks and herds, back to Egypt with them, where 
they could dwell safely in the land of Goshen! 
(See Genesis 42-46.) God kept Joseph’s dream 

alive as his father and mother and brothers 

bowed down to him, AND HE SPENT THE 
REST OF HIS DA YS AS A MIGHTY R ULER IN 

EGYPT, SECOND IN COMMAND ONLY TO 
PHARAOH! 

GOD IS NOT LOST, 
AND NEITHER ARE YOU! 

It seems like the most baffling thing in the 
world when someone slams a door in your face, 
like the cupbearer did when he forgot about Jo- 

seph. You feel as if satan is not only killing your 
dream...but also killing the dreamer! I want you 
to pay close attention to what I’m about to say next 
because it’s worth more than gold if you can really 

come to grips with it! 
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I 
Sometimes, God 

Himself may close 
a certain door 
in your life! 

Why would He do something like that? Well, 
first of all, He may be closing a door to stop the 
devil from wreaking havoc in your life. Or, He 
may close a certain door to get you in the right 
position for your dream to come to pass! So the 
next time a door slams in your face, don’t be 
discouraged. Don’t be disheartened and full of 
misery! It must not have been the door that God 
wanted open! 

And here’s another little secret that the Lord 
has revealed to me: No matter what doors may 
open or close, God is not lost and neither are 
you! You’re not venturing out into some wild, 
uncharted territory! NO! The Lord is launching 
you on the fight track-- a track that will keep your 
dream alive without killing the dreamer! 

He knows you’ve been letting doubt and fear 
creep into your mind about your dream, wonder- 
ing whether it’ s really a dream from God or merely 
a hallucination. But I believe He’s urging you on, 
saying, "Don’t let the devil blot out your dream! 
Don’t let him snuff out your vision for the future! 
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Get a Holy Ghost vise grip on that dream of yours 
because I’m ready to sweep down into that pit and 
RAISE YOU UP! I’m ready to carry you in My 
arms through that lonely, forsaken prison. THEN 
I’M GOING TO SMACK THE DI~VIL OUT OF 
THE WAY AND SET YOU UPON THE 
THRONE!" Oh, this thing is burning in me, 
friend, and I can feel the fire of God’s Spirit 
rushing through rne now to pray this prayer with 
you: 

"O God, I call upon You, the Possessor of 
Heaven and earth, the King of Creation, for no one 
else can deliver the way You deliver! Lord, we 
know that satan has an evil plan to wipe out our 
dreams and kill the dreamer, but we come to 
You as the Divine Master Planner, the One 
who has the power to keep our dreams alive 
without killing the dreamer! 

"Lord Jesus, You already know the path that 
lies .before us. You’ve ridden the winds, and 
You’ve raised us up to ride the winds with You! 
Lord, my brother and my sister come to You today, 
desperate to hear a word from above, a word direct 
from the Savior! You declared in Your Word, Call 
unto me, and l will answer you, and show you great 
and mighty things (Jeremiah 33:3). OGod, I call 
upon You now for revelation knowledge and for 
divine guidance. Brush aside the veil so we can 
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see the path clearly! 
"Friend, in the Name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, who is alive forevermore, who is 
closer to you than your very breath, I call 
forth the healing of your wounded spirit! I 
call forth your deliverance from those memo- 
ries that are plaguing you! I call forth a 
resurrection of your hope for the future, for 
the Lord says, I know the thoughts andplans 

that I have for you.., thoughts and plans 

for welfare and peace, and not for evil, to 

give you hope in your final outcome. (Jeremiah 

29:11 AMl~L~F~Et)). 
"In the mighty, everlasting, living Name of 

Jesus, I rebuke that evil report that’s coming 
against you ! I’ m believing for this terrible thing to 

be turned away from your door! Throw aside that 
negative word about your dream and lift up your 

eyes to God, your Shield, your Buckler, your High 

Priest, your Deliverer! I’m asking Him to rain 
down on your soul with a fresh anointing from 
Heaven, to take you by the hand and lift you 

up into abrand-new world. I’mbelieving Him to 

set your feet on a new road of life AND TO 
KEEP YOUR DREAM ALIVE... WITHOUT 
KILLING THE DREAMER! Amen." 
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 CHARD  OBERTS 

Ill your heart? Do you feel as though satan has 
unleashed his greatest attack to wipe out your 
dream.., and even wipe out the dreamer? In his 
newest book, Keeping Your Dream Alive . . 
Without Killing the Dreamer, Richard Roberts 
gives faith-building principles from the story of 
Joseph in the Bible, demonstrating that it really is 
~ossible to keep the dream alive . . . without 

killing the drea~ner] 
As the story of Joseph and his dream unfolds, 

you can find yourself identifying with this young 
dreamer and the obstacles that stood between him 
and the dream in his heart. You can feel a new 
thrill of hope for YOUR dreams as you see how God 
caused Joseph’s dream to become a realiiy ! 

After taking over as President of Oral Roberts 

when I felt as if satan was not only trying to kill 
our dream, but kill me, too! I realized that what 
took my dad nearly thirty years to build, satan 
was trying to destroy in just two short years, and 
all I could do was watch it crumble. But I have a 
great announcement to make to you today! God 
has designed your life to fit into a plan -- HIS plan. 
AND H~[~ PLAN CAN KEEP YOUR DREAM 
ALIVE... WITHOUT IOLL~G THE D~AMER!" 

Richard Roberts is a man on fire for God. The 
driving force behind this dynamic evangelist is the 
co~npassion of Jesus Christ for sick and hurting 
people. 

Since 1980, he has conducted crusades through- 

strongly delivers the word of knowledge and great 
waves of God’s healing power sweep through the 




