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A PERSONAL WORD 

THE POINT OF CONTACT is such a simple truth that many great 
and wise people have stumbled over its simplicity. But it is real. 
I use a point of contact not only for the healing of the sick but 
also when I pray for people's financial needs to be met, for their 
broken homes to be restored, for their unsaved children to be 
saved, for God to do anything within His will for their lives. 

Your faith can bring the answer to your every need, even at 
this moment, if you are willing to put it into action. The healing 
presence of Jesus of Nazareth is near you. Start right now to 
make things happen in your life. Find your point of contact. 
Put your faith in action through a single act of believing and lay 
your claim to the promises of God! 

I have enjoyed preparing this book to help you find your point 
of contact for the releasing of your faith. H you receive help, 
or need additional help in prayer, I would be most pleased to hear 
from you. May God give you healing and keep you whole all 
the days of your life. 

-Oral Roberts 
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THE POINT OF CONTACT 

EvERYONE wants to know the magic formula for faith and 
how to make it work for him. The truth is that all of us have 
faith. Faith is not something you get. It is something you 
already have. God gives it to you among the other gifts He 
bestows on you when you are born into this world. Some people 
have misplaced their faith and others do not know how to use 
it, but each of us starts life with a measure of faith. The Bible 
says, "God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith" (Romans 
12:3). 

I wish I had discovered that Scripture sooner for I would not 
have wasted my prayers begging God to give me something I 
already had. If I had only known that God had given me a 
measure of faith and that I had it in my heart, I could have been 
believing instead of begging, receiving instead of wishing, finding 
deliverance instead of being frustrated. 

One has to have faith in order to live. If you did not possess 
faith, you would not get out of bed in the morning, you would 
not eat a bite of food, you would not go to work, ride in a car, 
get married, have children, or buy a home. It may not consciously 
be faith in God, nevertheless, it is· faith-faith in nature, in people, 
and in things. God wants you to put your faith in Him. 

However, it is not enough to have faith as a potential out
reach to God, you must put it into action. Only then can it 
accomplish the purpose for which God gave it to you. 

Jesus never told anyone they didn't have any faith. But He 
once said to His disciples after they had encountered a terrible 
storm and Jesus had stilled the tempest, "Where is your faith?" 
He was telling them that they had the same faith in their hearts 
that He had in His. Their faith would have stopped the storm 
just like His faith stopped it. They simply were not using their 
faith. They were depending on His. 

This is one of the characteristics of the human being. He has 
a tendency to believe he doesn't have any faith; or, if he does 
have a little faith, that it won't work. He wants someone else to 
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6 How to Find Your Point of Contact With God 

do his believing for him. But Jesus said, If THOU canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that BELIEVETH (Mark 9:23). 

Difference Between Faith and Believing 

There is a tremendous difference between "faith" and ''be
lieving." Faith is like knowing how to do a thing; believing is 
actually doing it. You can have all the faith in the world but 
until it becomes action, until it becomes a positive motivating 
force, you might as well not have any. For the Bible says, "Faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone" (James 2: 17) . 

Your believing must crystallize into a single act. For instance, 
downtown there are many beautiful cars on display. You believe 
one of them is for you. But you have to do something besides 
believe the car is for you. You have to go down and choose the 
one you want and sign a contract to buy it. In that way, your 
believing becomes a single act of faith. 

There Is a "How" to Believing 

Thousands of sermons have been preached telling people to 
believe and to have faith in God, but it is not often that they 
are told how to believe. There is a ''how" to believing. There 
is a technique and art to it. 

Our longtime associate evangelist, Rev. Robert F. DeWeese, 
often tells an interesting experience he's had. He was standing in 
Times Square one night listening to a street preacher. The man 
was preaching a fine sermon on faith, but the hecklers wouldn't 
let him alone. Finally, Brother DeWeese said, he could no ·longer 
stand such gross disrespect for the Word of God. Cupping his hands 
to his mouth and standing on tiptoe, he yelled, "Let him alone! 
Let him preach!" The hecklers looked around and thinking this 
man must surely mean business, quieted down, and the preacher 
resumed his sermon. Suddenly, in the midst of the preaching 
a pathetic cry came from a man in the crowd. He said, "Preacher, 
tell me how to believe. I don't know how." But the minister, 
probably thinking he was a heckler, continued to preach without 
ever giving the man an answer. 

"This man's cry haunted me," said Brother DeWeese, "and 
I went away wondering how many people hear us say, 'Believe! 
Believe! Believe!' but they don't know how to believe. They 
would love to know how, but they don't know the technique." 
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This is why I believe the point of contact is one of the greatest 
spiritual discoveries I've ever made. It shows you how to believe. 
In 1947, when I began my ministry of praying for the healing 
of the sick through faith in God, God revealed to me the term 
"point of contact." He showed me how it had worked in my own 
experience of healing. He also directed me to tell the people 
how to use a point of contact for the healing of their bodies. 

What Is a Point of Contact? 

A point of contact is the means of sending your faith to God. 
A point of contact is something tangible, something you do; and 
when you do it, you release your faith toward God. 

All sources of power have a point of contact through which 
they can be reached or tapped. You Hip a light switch to get 
light. You turn the key to your automobile to start the motor. 
You turn a faucet to get water. In each case, whatever you do 
to start the flow of energy becomes your point of contact. 

The Bible abounds with examples of men and women of great 
faith who used a point of contact to release their faith to bring 
deliverance to themselves and others: 

David used his slingshot, released his faith and killed Goliath. 
Moses released his faith as he raised his rod, and the Red Sea 

rolled back. 
Elijah let his faith go to God as he struck the water with his 

mantle, and the waters divided. 
One blind man had to have his eyes anointed with clay before 

he could release his faith. 
The woman with the issue of blood touched the hem of 

Jesus' garment as her point of contact. 
The Roman centurion used the spoken word of Jesus as his 

point of contact for the healing of his servant. 
Jairus used Jesus' hands being laid on his child for the miracle 

of raising his daughter from the dead. 
Hundreds used handkerchiefs and aprons that the Apostle 

Paul had prayed over as their point of contact. 
Others used Peters shadow. 
It doesn't make any difference what your point of contact is. 

God will honor any point of contact that will help you release 
your faith. The important thing is not the point of contact. The 
important thing is that you release the power. The point of contact 
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merely serves as a conductor to the invisible. It helps you touch 
Jesus. And to touch Jesus is to be made "every whit whole." 

Faith responds to various stimuli. My right hand is a point 
of contact. My voice is a point of contact. Your point of contact 
can be reading your Bible. It can be partaking of the Holy 
Communion. It can be praying for someone else. It can be giving 
of your time, talent, concern, or money, which is an act of 
commitment-a practical way of putting God first in your life. 
It is something you participate in, and when you do, it helps 
you release your faith. That is why, when I am praying 
for people in the prayer line I often have the audience reach 
out and touch the chair in front of them as a point of contact, 
or reach over and touch the person beside them and pray for 
them. Sometimes I have them raise their hands. They do some
thing. The moment they do it, their faith is released. 

Many people lay their hands on their radio or television as a 
point of contact while I am praying for the healing of the sick 
on our radio and television programs. I am told of a lady who 
was in bed sick as she listened to our radio broadcast. When I 
asked those who needed healing to touch the radio as a point of 
contact while I prayed, this lady said, "Lord, You know that I 
am ready to be healed, but I can't reach the radio. So I'm going 
to let this refrigerator be my point of contact." She reported 
that she was healed! Hundreds have written glowing testimonies 
of healing by using one of our magazines or books as their point of 
contact. 

I have had people say, "Brother Roberts, pray a long time for 
me. I'm really sick." How long I pray has nothing to do with 
your receiving healing. The moment you can release your faith, 
your healing can begin. Jesus told those He healed, "Thy faith 
hath made thee whole." All you need is something to help you 
release your faith. That something is a point of contact. 

How the Point of Contact Helps You 

I have found over the years that most people who are healed 
use a point of contact, either consciously or unconsciously, for 
the releasing of their faith. It helps them do these four things: 
focus their attention on God, set the time and place for their 
healing to begin, release their faith in one definite act, and hold 
on when the reaction sets in. 



A POINT OF CONTACT 
FOCUSES YOUR ATTENTION 

UPON GOD 

ToTAL faith cannot be attained unless there is total concen
tration. Faith is centering your believing on God rather than 
putting your thoughts on your sickness or your sins or your 
need. This is what your point of contact helps you to do-focus 
your thoughts and your attention upon Christ Jesus, the sub
stance and reality of your faith. You must get your mind off 
your problem and everything else that would hinder you from 
believing God. You must get a picture of Christ in your mind. 
Let Him become a reality-a person-to you. Forget about the 
future and its worries. Forget about the past and its failures. 
Turn your mind toward the living God. Concentrate totally 
upon Him, for He alone is the answer to your need. 

It is difficult to see God and His ability to meet your need 
if you are looking at the impossibility of your situation. Your 
need or trouble has a way of clouding your perspective. This 
is why the Psalmist advises us to focus our attention upon God. 
He said, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills ... : My help 
cometh from the Lord" (Psalm 121:1, 2). 

The story is told that one day John Wesley was walking with 
a man who was burdened down with many cares and troubles. 
"I don't know what I shall do with all this worry and trouble," 
the poor man said. 

At that moment Wesley saw a cow looking over a stone wall. 
"Do you know why that cow is looking over that wall?" he asked 
the man. 

"No," said the troubled man. 
"The cow is looking over the wall because she can't see 

through it," said Wesley. "That is what you must do with your 
wall of trouble-look over and beyond it." · 

Wesley was not telling the man to stick his head in the sand 
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10 How to Find Your Point of Contact With God 

like an ostrich and pretend his trouble did not exist. He was 
telling him to look to God and have faith in Him. He was ad
vising him to turn his eyes from his problem to his answer. Faith 
must look up to God and trust in Him no matter how far ad
vanced the disease or how desperate the need. 

It is important that you turn your attention to the greatness 
of God. The constant preoccupation with your need brings 
only a weary treadmill of despair. It breeds unbelief. You 
cannot hope to have faith and receive healing if you spend a 
large part of your time thinking and talking about sickness. 
Victory comes by "looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 
of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2). 

Let me show you how this works. 
There are many points of contact. But the one I use most 

often is the laying on of hands. Jesus said, "These signs shall 
follow them that believe . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover" (Mark 16:17, 18). When I pray for the 
sick, I try to picture in my mind the hands of Christ. I try to see 
His hands outstretched. My hands are merely an extension of 
Christ's hands. When I touch a person, I try to think of it as 
Jesus' hands touching the person. And I know that if His hand 
touches you, you are going to be healed. When you can think 
like this, in that instant your faith will go out of you. It will 
be released and God's healing power will enter your body. 

Slipped Disc Healed by Visualizing Christ 

The effectiveness of visualizing Jesus through a point of con
tact was brought home to me forcibly once when I prayed for 
a member of our team, Collins Steele, who had injured his back. 
He tells his story in his own words: 

"One moment I was feeling fine. The next moment I was bent 
over in excruciating pain. I thought, Can it be a slipped disc? 
I had heard people tell about the terrible back pains which 
slipped discs cause, but I had thought they probably exagger
ated. Now I knew no words could exaggerate the pain I was in. 
I had to find some way to stop it. I lay down on the ground. I 
tried all positions-side, back, stomach-but each seemed worse 
than the other. And turning from one position to another caused 
even more agony. I gritted my teeth so I would not cry out. Fi-
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nally, I asked the men to help me into the car and to locate my 
wife so she could take me to a doctor. 

"When the doctor examined me, he confirmed that I had a 
slipped disc. He worked on me for about two hours, massaging 
and doing all he could to relieve the pain. Then he told me to 
go home and lie still. He said he would come to see me later in 
the day and if my condition did not improve, I would have to 
go to the hospital and be put in traction. 

"The ride in the car was painful, and by the time I got home 
I had to practically crawl to the bed. Instead of getting better 
the pain got worse. I tried to pray, for I knew that God could 
heal me. I had seen many wonderful miracles in my years with 
the Oral Roberts Ministries. I had been healed myself several 
times through prayer. But it seemed like this time I just could 
not make contact with God. Maybe my mind was too much on 
the pain. It seemed as if it would kill me. 

"At last, I asked my wife to call the doctor to see if he would 
come soon. I dreaded the thought of going into traction and 
being laid up, maybe for weeks, but I knew I had to get rid of 
that pain some way. 

"Just as we decided to call the doctor, Brother Roberts came 
to see me. As soon as he stepped into the room he seemed to 
sense the pain I was in. He looked at me for a moment, and I 
could feel the compassion he had for me. I don't like sympathy. 
But compassion is different. Compassion says, 'I am not going 
to sympathize with you in your suffering. I am going to help 
you get out of it.' 

"Brother Roberts sat down in a chair and started talking to 
me. 'Collins, if Jesus walked into this room, all your troubles 
would be over, wouldn't they?' 

"'That's right,' I said. 
"'If Jesus walked into this room, He would come over to you 

and put His hands on you. And you know you would feel His 
power flowing through your body. Your back would straighten 
up; the pain would be gone, and you would be healed. Isn't 
that true?' 

"I agreed. 
"'Well,' he continued, 'Jesus said, "These signs shall follow 

them that believe. In my name . . .. they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover." Collins, there are no if's, and's and 
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maybe so's. If we do what Jesus said, the sick will recover. Now 
look at my hands. When I lay my hands on you, don't think 
about them as being my hands, but think of them as being an 
extension of the hands of Jesus. Just shut your eyes and try to 
see the Lord putting His hands on you. If you will do this and 
let your faith go out to God when I touch you, then your heal
ing will begin.' 

Thoughts on Jesus 

"As Brother Roberts talked, I tried to do exactly what he had 
said to do. When he put his hands on me and prayed, I didn't 
think of Brother Roberts at all-as much as I appreciated his 
being there. I thought of Jesus putting His hands on me. I 
wanted Jesus to heal me. 

"Then Brother Roberts said, 'Rise up and walk.' It was up to 
me now. I had to rise up by faith and accept my healing. I sat 
up on the side of the bed and began straightening up. First my 
back straightened, and then I stood on my feet. For a moment 
I began to shake. Then I got my legs steady and began to walk. 
Praise God! I was completely free from that terrible binding 
pain. It felt so good to move without pain that I began to stamp 
my feet and to raise my arms up and down. By evening, instead 
of being in the hospital in traction, I was at Brother Roberts' 
meeting giving my testimony." 

God is all-powerful, but it is your "beholding faith" that makes 
contact with that power, bringing its transforming current into 
your own experience. 



THE POINT OF CONTACT 
SETS THE TIME FOR THE 

RELEASING OF YOUR FAITH 

THE POINT of contact sets the time. How? If I were to say 
to you, ''I'd like to meet you." 

And you said, "Fine, Oral Roberts, when?" 
And I said, "Oh, any time." 
And you said, "Where?" 
And I said, "Oh, anywhere," you and I would never meet. 
But if I said, "I will meet you." 
And you said, "Where?" 
And I said, "In my office at Oral Roberts University." 
And you said, "When?" 
And I said, "Tomorrow at 3 p.m.," we would be setting the 

time and place so that all of our interaction would be used to
ward getting to that point at the appointed hour. You see what 
I mean? It's very important to set the time for anything you do. 
So the point of contact sets the time for the releasing of your 
faith. It doesn't set the time, necessarily, for the healing or for 
the miracle to happen. It sets the time for the releasing of your 
fu~ . 

Now you can do several things with your faith. One of them 
is to just keep your faith inside you. And it'll never do you much 
good. One man said to me, "I have all the faith in the world." 

"Well," I said, "why are you coming to me for prayer?" Then 
I said, "That's really your trouble." 

He didn't understand. He said, "What do you mean, that's my 
trouble, when I tell you I have all the faith in the world?" 

I said, "The trouble is you still have it." 
He said, "What are you trying to say?" 
"I'm trying to say to you, it isn't enough to have faith, you 

have to release it." 
A person can have all the money in the world and still starve 

to death. We read in the paper every now and then where a 
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14 How to Find Your Point of Contact With God 

recluse starves to death and $50,000 or some other large sum of 
money is found stuffed in a mattress in the room. In the same 
way, what's the use of having faith unless you release it? Now 
you can keep your faith-it's really inside you. You have it but 
it's doing you no good. Or you can release your faith. In the 
extremity you might even lose your faith. 

Not many people lose __ their faith. You may hear a person 
say, "Oh, I lost my___faitli" but that's just a figure of speech. If 
you've really --lostyour faith, you've gone into apostasy. To 
really lose one's faith is, first of all, to have had it. Second, to 
have used it in Christ. Third, to have turned away from Christ. 
Not only turned away from Christ but also to apostatize, to blas
pheme, and to believe that Jesus is no longer the Son of God. 
You declare Him to be something other than the Son of God
then you have lost your faith. 

Not many people have really lost their faith. When a person 
says, ''I've lost my faith," he's not saying that he has apostatized. 
Ordinarily he's simply saying, "I've not been using my faith," or 
''I've not been releasing my faith," or ''I'm discouraged." 

It isn't easy to lose your faith. 
Someone says, "Well, how do I know I have faith?" Because 

the Bible says you do: 
God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith 
(Romans 12:3). 

God has a certain measurement of faith and that measurement 
of faith is given to every man. Now you might not use your 
faith. What Christ is seeking is for you to release your faith. I 
used to say, "Tum your faith loose." That means, "Release it." 

"I Set the Time for Releasing My Faith" 

These are the words of Eloise Pharr, whose ·healing is one 
of the outstanding miracles of our ministry. Here is a condensed 
version of her story: 

For over 20 years Eloise Pharr lived with pills at her side
even slept with them in her pajama pocket because quite often 
she would have to take them in the night. Physical suffering 
had been a way of life with her for many years. 

In a swimming accident, as a teen-ager, Mrs. Pharr dislocated 
three discs in her neck which gave her a great deal of trouble 
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for years afterwards. Eventually, she had to be fitted for a neck 
brace and finally got to where she could not raise her ann above 
her shoulder. She also suffered with angina pectoris, a heart 
condition that hinders proper circulation. She said, "My kitchen 
cabinets might just as well have been one long low shelf. I 
couldn't do any reaching, hurrying, stair-climbing, or heavy 
housework. I hired help occasionally." 

Then more ~ffering came. Without warning, a deafening 
blast shattered the morning quietness and the Pharr's house 
buckled like a strawberry box. Suddenly it was raining glass. In 
one nightmarish moment their booming refinery city was nearly 
blown off the map. Mrs. Pharr, who had been looking out the 
picture window in her living room, stood stunned-it all hap
pened so fast. Looking through the shattered window, she saw 
a cloud of mushrooming smoke, then she felt something warm 
trickle down her face. She plucked a sliver of blood-covered 
glass from her eye. That was only one piece. She was literally 
"inlaid" with ground glass. 

After the first few hours of this nightmarish episode, Mrs. 
Pharr was able to get to a doctor. Examination revealed cuts 
and bruises and serious eye injuries from the flying glass. (Nine 
years later particles of glass were still working out of her face 
and eyes.) She said, "I just added this to my list of ailments 
that I had been told to learn to live with. I know it sounds fool
ish," she explained, "but my husband and I didn't know there 
was a better way. We had never heard about divine healing 
until we became acquainted with Brother Roberts' ministry, 
which was several years later when my husband's brother sent 
us a 20-year subscription to ABUNDANT LIFE magazine. We 
read every line of it and became very interested. We had never 
heard the 'whole-man' gospel, that Jesus came to heal the whole 
man-spirit, mind, and body." 

In spite of these serious ailments Mrs. Pharr tried bravely to 
live a normal life. Then one day she began hemorrhaging. 
When this kept up, she finally submitted to tests which revealed 
she was hemorrhaging from the colon. During this time she 
started having constant headaches. "I was never free from pain 
for a moment," she said. "Nothing could relieve it." She en
tered the hospital where she underwent extensive tests, X-rays, 
electroencephalograms and was administered sedatives and nar-
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cotics, as much as her heart would allow. "Oh, I was sick," she 
said, "and I was getting progressively worse every day. Only 
God knows the agony I suffered. By this time they were pretty 
sure I had a brain tumor." 

One day Mrs. Pharr's doctor took her husband aside and told 
him there was nothing more they could do. "When my husband 
broke the news to me," said Mrs. Pharr, "I said, 'There's one 
more thing we can do. If you will take me to Oral Roberts' cru
sade I know the Lord will heal me.' 

"We had a vacation coming and my husband made arrange
ments to take me to the very next crusade. In the meantime we 
had Brother Roberts' book, If You Need Healing, Do These 
Things, and a stack of ABUNDANT LIFE magazines which 
my husband started reading to me. 

"One night while he was reading, I had a severe attack with 
my head. It felt as if my head were going to explode. My hus
band suggested I get on my knees and pray. I said, 'If you will 
let me alone for a while, I'll try.' So he closed the door and I very 
slowly eased off the bed, every move agony like a triphammer 
pounding inside my head. But I got down by my bed and 
started praying. It just rolled out. I made things right between 
me and the Lord that night. I didn't ask for complete healing. I 
just asked Him to ease this new ache in my head. And before 
I got off my knees that awful pounding and throbbing had 
stopped. 

"Then and there I set the time for releasing my faith for my 
healing. I said, 'Lord, when we get to the Jacksonville Crusade, 
the moment Brother Roberts lays his hands on me my healing 
will begin.' Now I had set the time-that was my time-and 
Brother Roberts' hands were going to be my point of contact. 

My Faith Went up to God 

"Finally, we were at the crusade and the moment came that 
I had waited for so long. Brother Roberts read my card, then 
asked, 'Would you step back just a minute and build up your 
faith?' 

"My faith was at the miracle stage. I don't believe it could 
have been built up much more. But I followed his instructions. 
Several people went on ahead of me and were prayed for. Then 
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he called for me. He said, 'Mrs. Pharr, you look like you need a 
general overhaul.' 

"I said, 'I do, and that is what I am going to get.' 
"Then he put his hand on my head . . . my faith went up to 

God and the power of the Lord hit me. It went from the top 
of my head to my feet and then back up and felt as though it 
exploded. It went out into my arms and all over my neck. It 
was wonderful! This was the time I had set for my healing to 
begin, and now I had received it. When I realized my head 
had stopped hurting, both arms shot up and I was lost in prais
ing the Lord. 

"I was healed, marvelously and completely. My husband had 
helped me up the ramp. But I didn't need any help going down. 
I was healed by the power of God from head to foot, inside and 
outside. Oh, my soul was rejoicing!" 

Very often there is something you have to do before you re
ceive deliverance from God, just as Mrs. Pharr did. No one else 
can tell a person what it is, but if you look to the Lord, He will 
tell you what to do to get your faith moving. God speaks to you 
in a way that you can understand. Sometimes you need to get 
your inner man right with God. Your soul may need to be saved. 
Attitudes can stand in the way, resentments, or wrong habits. 
You may need to ask forgiveness of someone. Sometimes faith 
will come through reading the Bible, during church service, or 
Communion. But wait on the Lord until He says to you, "Now 
is the time." 



HOW TO MAKE YOUR 
BELIEVING A DEFINITE 

ACT OF FAITH 

YouR FAITH is what you believe, but you can believe without 
putting what you believe into practice. Faith itself is meaningless 
until it is translated into action. 

You can believe that God can save your soul-believe it fully. 
But until you put your belief into action by accepting Jesus, you 
will not receive salvation. You must turn your mind and heart 
to Jesus and say, "Yes, Lord, I believe You are the Son of God 
and can save me from my sins. I accept Your gift of salvation and 
eternal life." 

You can believe that God can heal your body. You can firmly 
hold to the belief that healing is of God. But until your believing, 
your faith, becomes a definite single act your healing will never 
come. 

The promises of God are in His Holy Word, but we can claim 
them for ourselves only if we act upon His Word. There is no 
deliverance in merely wishing or dreaming that a thing will occur. 
God has seemingly left a challenge to us. He left the coal and 
oil in the ground, the diamonds uncut, the streams unbridged and 
the mountains without roads. There are some things that God 
requires us to do for ourselves. 

In each instance of deliverance in the Bible, the person had 
to do something to get his healing: Jairus had to go find Jesus 
and bring Him to the bedside of his daughter in spite of the ob
stacles along the way. The woman with the issue of blood pressed 
through the crowd to touch the hem of Jesus' garment. The cen
turion had to forget his pride and position and fall at the feet of 
Jesus, acknowledging Him as Lord. Naaman had to bathe in the 
River Jordan which he despised. The ten lepers believed, but it 
was as they arose and went at the word of Jesus that they were 
healed. 

18 
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When your faith takes action, you will find deliverance. 
One day I was at a luncheon and I was seated near a beloved 

friend whose wife was terribly ill in the hospital. I said, "God can 
come into that hospital room and raise her up." 

My friend said, "Oral, I've committed her to God. I've gotten 
the best doctors that I can get and I have prayed that God will 
take care of her." 

"These things are wonderful and meaningful," I said, 'but do 
you know that faith is an act? Faith itself has to be expressed. 
It has to change from passivity to activity. It has to be aroused, 
stirred into action, like putting kindling on a fire so the flame 
will burst into action again. Faith, to be effective, becomes an 
ACT of faith." 

Then we shared further the things of God, and I had the 
privilege of going to the hospital and praying for his wife. This 
was transmitting my believing into an act so that in a single 
moment God could come into her room and infuse into her body 
life, healing, and deliverance. The act of believing has mastery 
over sickness and disease. 

Act of Believing May Seem Foolish 

Your act of believing may seem foolish to someone else, but 
faith is a personal thing between you and God. And He under
stands your expression of faith. 

One night I prayed for a young man who came in the prayer 
line, dressed in a tuxedo. I'll admit he looked a little conspicuous 
in full formal dress when most people were in more casual attire. 
But I learned he had worn the tuxedo as an act of faith to celebrate 
seeing again singly after twenty-three years of double vision and 
back pain. As I prayed for the man I sensed that he had great 
faith. He left saying that he was made whole. 

Faith Is an Act of Courage 

Many times we stand back and accept defeat, afraid to act on 
God's promises. But we do not tap the resources of God until 
we launch out. The priests of Israel had to first put their feet 
into the waters of the Jordan before it parted. God's promises 
are not "just for somebody else." They are for you. They are for 
me. Do not be afraid to go boldly forward on the strength of 
God's Word. 
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A story is told that in the early pioneer days, a traveler carne 
for the first time to the banks of the great Mississippi River. There 
was no bridge. It was in the middle of winter and the surface of 
the river was frozen solid with a gleaming sheet of ice. The man 
knew nothing of its thickness and feared to trust walking across. 
He hesitated a long time, but night was coming on and he had to 
reach the other shore. 

Finally, with great caution, he crept out on hands and knees, 
thinking he would thus distribute his weight as much as possible. 
When he had gone halfway across in this painful way, he heard 
the sound of singing behind him. There in the dusk was a man 
driving a four-horse load of coal across the ice and singing as he 
went! 

Many of us creep trembling out upon God's promises, where 
another steps forth in confidence and joy, upheld by the same 
Word. There are no bonds that active faith cannot break, no 
fetters it cannot sever, no dungeon it cannot open, no disease it 
cannot heal, no victory it cannot win. Faith that acts now puts 
itself directly in the hands of a limitless God, who "is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that WORKETH in us" (Ephesians 3:20). 

Don't let your faith lie dormant. Rise up by faith and put it to 
work on your behalf. 



HOW TO KEEP YOUR HEALING 
WHEN THE REACTION SETS IN 

EVEN IF You were healed yesterday, I imagine that today the 
devil tried to make you doubt your healing. Ninety-nine people 
out of every hundred who get something from God will experience 
this reaction-the reaction of being opposed by the devil. 

Blessings from God are always challenged by the devil. Anyone 
who receives healing will hear Satan whisper, "Look, you have 
all the symptoms of your old disease. You didn't get healed." 
Those who receive salvation will hear him say, "You didn't really 
get saved." But Satan cannot take away God's gifts. When he 
threatens you, that's when you need to cling to your point of 
contact and say, "Devil, you will not put that disease or that sin 
upon me again. I let my faith go to God." 

Thank God, the man of faith does not have to depend on his 
feelings. Human feelings are subject to reaction and change, to 
ebb and flow. Out of the darkness of foreboding circumstances 
and above the turmoil of a distraught mind we can hold to our 
point of contact and keep our healing. That precious moment 
is your armor against Satan and all of his doubt. 

Let me give a personal testimony to show what the point of 
contact meant to me when I was desperately ill with tuberculosis. 
I didn't call it a point of contact at that time because I had never 
heard the term used. But now as I look back on it I can see that 
there was a point of contact. It helped me do the four things 
we've been discussing: focus my attention on God, set the time 
and place for my healing to begin, release my faith to God, and 
then hold on when a reaction sets in. 

In 1935, lying in bed with tuberculosis in both lungs, I was 
getting ready to die. The doctors had given up hope. Then one 
day my older brother Elmer burst into the room and called out, 
"Oral, come with me." Then he told me about an evangelist who 
was holding a revival meeting in Ada. He said that when the 
evangelist laid his hands on the sick and prayed, many were healed. 

When Elmer mentioned the laying on of hands, I remembered 
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a Scripture verse which my parents had taught me: "They shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover" (Mark 16:18). 
These vivid words struck my mind with great force. I focused 
my attention on God. I began to think that if only I could get 
to that meeting and have the evangelist put his hands on me and 
pray, God would heal me. 

So I agreed to go with Elmer and my parents to the meeting. 
They made me a bed in the back of the car. As we drove the 
18 miles in the car Elmer had borrowed, that verse of Scripture 
kept ringing in my ears and heart. I made up my mind that when 
the evangelist placed his hands on me and prayed, I would believe 
God at that moment for my healing. I set the time and place for 
my healing to begin. Although I didn't know what it was at the 
time, the laying on of hands became my point of contact. 

When we arrived, my parents placed me in a rocking chair with 
pillows at my back because my body was so sore. I waited until 
my time for prayer came, which was last. As my parents helped 
me to my feet and held me, the minister's wife put a little drop 
of olive oil on my forehead. But that was not my point of contact. 
I kept my eyes on the hands of the evangelist. I watched as he 
talked. Then he put his hands on my forehead, closed his eyes 
and began to pray. I heard him commanding the disease to leave 
my body in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth ... and then 
I heard no more! Because I had set the time for that moment ... 
that was my time! 

I didn't know what a point of contact was, but I used one 
perfectly that night. I was conscious that I was sending all my 
believing toward God. My believing became a definite act of 
faith. (I was not lying at home saying, "Well, the Lord knows 
I'm sick, and if He wants to heal me, He can.") 

A blinding light came over me. I saw no one for many minutes. 
I saw nothing but the light that engulfed my whole being. My 
soul began to sing. A deep fountain of power seemed to break 
up in the very depth of my being. It came into my lungs and 
suddenly my lungs were open and I could breathe. I could breathe 
all the way down without hemorrhaging. My body felt as light 
as a feather. 

When I came to myself I was on the platform running, jump
ing, and praising God. I knew I was healed, for I had been bedfast 
for exactly 163 days and had lost the power to walk alone. 
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Reaction Sets In 

About a week later the reaction began to set in. I was back 
home. I knew I had been healed, but the devil began to whisper 
to me, "Why are you so weak? Why do you have to rest every 
afternoon?" I began to wonder about these things, and a cloud 
of doubt settled on my mind. 

One day I was sitting alone in our front yard when my mother 
walked up behind me and said, "Oral, you are discouraged, aren't 
you?" 

I answered, "Yes, I am. If I am healed, why am I so weak?" 
She said, "Well, in the first place you've been in bed so long 

that you'll need some exercise before your muscles get strong again." 
And then she told me something which perhaps saved my life: 
"Oral, it may be a year, maybe six months, before you have all 
your strength back. The important thing is that the old tubercu
losis germs are dead. Now hold on to your healing. It came from 
God. Do you remember how you felt when the evangelist put his 
hands on you and prayed?" 

"Yes," I said, "I remember." And my mind went back to my 
point of contact. I could feel the minister's hands again. I could 
feel the power and glory and the Spirit of God that went through 
my lungs. I remembered my point of contact and I stopped doubt
ing. 

That was in the spring. Within sixty days I preached my first 
sermon and won two souls to Christ. But what would have hap
pened to me had I not held on to the point of contact through 
my mother's inspiration when the reaction set in? Probably I 
would have gone back to bed. Very likely I would have died. 

Thousands of people have experienced this same deceptive tactic 
of Satan to steal their healing. But, thank God, many have held 
on to their point of contact and kept their deliverance. 

The following is the heart-moving story of such a case. A young 
father, his body captured by the dread disease of epilepsy, tells 
how he resisted the devil when the reaction set in, not once but 
twice, and kept his healing. 

Floyd Williams Relates His Own Story: 

"The ten years following my first attack of epilepsy were an 
unbelievable existence of agonizing affliction for me. No one knows 
the mental depression, the misery, and suffering I went through. 
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Some people think of epilepsy as merely fainting spells, but it is 
far worse than that. Besides the terrible agony of the attacks, 
there is the mental strain of knowing that at any time an attack 
may come on. My body became like a haunted house in which 
I lived. I lived in a constant state of fear. 

"Because of these attacks, I had difficulty keeping employment 
as a machinist. Finally, in desperation, I turned to the welfare 
department for help to support my family. The years passed and 
my condition stayed the same. I did not lose weight or become 
a bedfast weakling. In fact, between attacks I appeared to be 
well and healthy. Of course after a severe attack, coming out of 
my stupor I would always be fatigued and depressed. Every part 
of my body would ache and I would have to stay in bed for a 
while. 

"Then one day a ray of hope flickered on the horizon for me 
and my family. Through the personal witnessing of a Christian 
man, my wife and I accepted the Lord as our Savior. Sometime 
later I received the baptism with the Holy Spirit, and having read 
in the Bible about healing and hearing of experiences of healing 
in various churches, I decided to seek God for healing. 

"I had questions I had to have answered. First, I wondered 
how I, a child of God, could be under the domination of epilepsy. 
I had accepted the Lord as my Savior, I was His child, and yet 
my wife would tell me many times of the terrible demon oppres
sion she felt as I would be going through those seizures. 

"Then I found understanding in the Word. I realized that the 
demon was not in me, but it would come upon me. I was not pos
sessed, I was oppressed from without. This helped to clear up my 
mind and opened the way for my faith to be built up. 

"As my faith and understanding grew, it seemed the devil began 
to attack me more fiercely. My condition was becoming worse. 
Instead of one attack every three months, the seizures were coming 
once a month and were much more severe. The doctors realized 
this and wanted to send me to the veterans hospital for more 
examinations and possible brain surgery to find out more about 
my condition. 

"I was faced with a real decision. From the human standpoint, 
the operation seemed to be the best choice. However, from the 
spiritual point of view, there was another alternative. My wife 
and I had been doing a lot of praying and Bible reading. There 
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were many things about our situation which puzzled us, but we 
were sure that as God had healed in the past, He could heal in 
the present. As I read and prayed, I came to the conclusion that 
His Word was what I had to stand upon. Live or die, I decided 
to trust God. 

"It wasn't long after this that Oral Roberts held a crusade in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. I didn't miss a night. It was so wonderful. I 
was not prayed for until the last night. Instead of Brother Roberts 
praying for the people as they came by, he was coming down the 
lines which the people had formed, laying his hands on them and 
praying for them as he came. 

"As he came closer I felt my faith building up, and just before 
he got to me I felt the power of God moving through my body. 
Then as he laid his hand on my head, I stood on God's Word and 
let my faith go to God. Brother Roberts said, 'It's got to go.' And 
then he added, 'In the name of Jesus!' I knew my healing had 
begun then and there. 

Satan Moved in to Try Me 

"Just a few days after the crusade and my healing experience, 
I had three of the most severe attacks I had ever had. They came 
one after the other and were so severe that my family called my 
pastor, friends, and relatives in. They despaired of my life. My 
faith was tested but God's Word kept ringing in my ears: Accord
ing to your faith be it unto you. I had received my healing because 
I stood on God's Word as evidence for my faith, and I had re
leased my faith through the act of the laying on of hands. Now 
I clung to my point of contact with all my strength. 

"After those attacks I had no earthly reason to rejoice, but I 
did. I felt content about my healing. In fact, my faith grew. I 
was encouraged to claim my healing and continue to trust God. 
And so I did. I have never had another attack to this day. 

"Immediately after my healing I decided to move to another 
city to secure employment where I was not known. I had no 
trouble at all. The Lord supplied me with a good job as a machin
ist and I went right to work. No more welfare checks for me and 
my family. 

The Devil Waged Another Battle 

"One day, while working in the tool room, I suddenly felt un-
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easy. I was somewhere in the middle of the room when I stopped 
abruptly. My head was full of roaring, vibrating sounds-the old 
symptoms! The other fellows in the room had no idea what 
thoughts were racing through my mind or how serious my situation 
could have become. 

"I was not afraid, but I knew I needed to act fast. I started 
praying aloud in Jesus' name right there. I repeated His name 
over and over and rejoiced in it. I reminded Satan that I had been 
healed when Brother Roberts laid his hands on my head and 
prayed for me in Jesus' name. Praise God, the attack never ma
terialized! The issue was settled once and for all. I have never 
had a rumbling in my head or roaring in my ears since that time. 
Today I am leading a normal, healthy life, working steady at my 
trade as a machinist. My body is no longer a haunted house in 
which I live, but I am whole in body, mind, and spirit." 



"IT IS TIME FOR YOU TO GET UP" 
(Mark 5 :21-24; 35-43) 

THE story of Jairus found in the fifth chapter of Mark illus
trates the use of the laying on of hands as a point of contact. 

J airus was an outstanding man in Israel. He had a position of 
respect as a ruler of a Jewish synagogue. Jesus found some of 
His greatest opposition from church leaders of His day. But 
Jairus seemed different from most other Jewish rulers of syna
gogues. His mind was open toward Jesus. When trouble came, 
Jairus turned not to the synagogue but to Jesus. 

One day Jairus' beloved daughter became very ill. As a lov
ing father, Jairus did all that he could for her, but she became 
worse instead of better. Jairus was desperate to know what to 
do. Then he thought about Jesus. Either Jairus had witnessed 
some healings of Jesus or had heard about them. So naturally, 
Jairus had some thoughts about the power of God to heal. When 
his great hour of need came, it was imperative that he should do 
more than have random thoughts about God's ability to heal. 
He came face to face with the necessity to reach a decision and 
make a complete commitment about seeking God's help. 

As Jairus thought about his child and about the healing power 
of Jesus, a picture began to take shape in his mind. He could 
see Jesus standing by the child and laying His hands upon her. 
This became his point of contact. He believed that when Jesus 
laid His hands upon his daughter, she would be healed. 

As soon as Jairus decided on his point of contact, he deter
mined to find Jesus. He heard that Jesus was teaching by the 
Sea of Galilee, so he started in that direction. When he came 
near, he saw that Jesus was surrounded by a crowd of people. 
Jairus pushed his way through the crowd and fell at Jesus' feet. 
(Luke 8:41). No doubt some people in the crowd were sur
prised to see this leader of a synagogue kneel at the feet of Jesus. 
But in his great need, Jairus put aside his pride and did not care 
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what others might think. Jesus was the One who could help 
his dying daughter. So Jairus knelt there, looked up into Jesus' 
face, and besought Him with great urgency: 
. "My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, 
come and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and 
she shall live" (Mark 5:23). 

Getting healed is a battle. It it not like taking a drink of 
water or singing a song in church. There is the power of Satan's 
oppression holding you, and God's power to release you. You 
are in between. You are to call upon God and put your life in 
harmony with Him so He can come against that thing. The 
point of contact must be thrown against the point of death. 

Jesus felt the urgency of the father's request. He sensed the 
conviction in Jairus' heart-his belief that when Jesus put His 
hands upon the sick girl she would be healed. Jesus knew this 
was a point of contact for Jairus. God always honors whatever 
point of contact we set for the releasing of our faith. Jesus could 
have healed the child by a word. He didn't need to go to her 
side. But He recognized that the father's faith would not be 
released without the laying on of hands. So Jesus went with 
Jairus. 

No doubt, Jesus had not finished what He wanted to teach 
the crowd of people. Probably He had other plans for that day. 
But He responded to human need which was brought to Him in 
faith and prayer. We can get God's attention for our healing 
when we set the time and place and bring our request to Him in 
faith. 

Hardly had Jairus and Jesus begun their journey when mes
sengers came with bad news. They said, "Thy daughter is dead: 
why troublest thou the Master any further?" (Mark 5:35). 

What a shock to the father! Imagine the great fear and de
spair which must have swept over him. He had put his hope 
in Jesus and now it seemed that all was lost. But Jesus never 
fails those who put their faith in Him. He recognized what was 
happening to J airus and quickly turned to him with these words 
of comfort, "Be not afraid, only believe" (Mark 5:36). 

Jesus said this for your comfort, too. Hold on to your faith. 
Don't mix your faith with fear. Don't divide your thoughts 
with fear a.nd faith. Do nothing but believe God and do it with 
a single mind. Hold on to your point of contact. When you do, 
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your attention will be on Jesus. And a mind filled with Jesus has 
no room for fear. 

The world's roads are traveled by doubters. Around the world 
doubt does its insidious work. The interpretation of the message 
which was brought to Jairus was, Your child is now beyond the 
reach of faith. She is beyond the limits of what God can do. 

But Christ's words gave Jairus hope. Before fear could take 
over, he thought of his point of contact. In his mind He con
tinued to see Jesus by the bedside of his little girl. So he contin
ued unfalteringly with Jesus on the journey of faith. 

When Christ arrived at the house of Jairus, the place was filled 
with professional mourners, religious people who hired out to 
weep at funerals. Christ looked the situation over. When He 
saw the mourners and heard their weeping, He said, "Why make 
ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth." 
The literal translation of His words is, She is not beyond the 
reach of faith which has been released. This is one of the great
est thoughts in the Bible. 

But, the Bible says, "They laughed him to scorn." Scorners 
seem always to be around when we are in trouble. Jairus heard 
their laughter and saw their looks of scorn. Without his point of 
contact he might have lost heart. First, the bad news on the 
way, and now a group of negative people! But J aims remem
bered how he had met the first crisis. He had held on to his 
point of contact and put fear out of his heart. Now he must 
cleanse his house of scorners. Jesus had come this far. Jairus 
was not going to be defeated now. 

So the scorners and the negative believers were put out, even 
though some of them were probably his personal friends. He 
went with Jesus to the room where the little girl was lying. 

This was the moment! This was the time Jairus had set for 
the healing of his daughter. He was saying with his mind and 
heart, When Jesus lays His hands on her, she will live. Then 
everything seemed to happen at once. Jairus saw Jesus reach 

, out and take the hand of the young child in His. He heard Him 
say, "Talitha cumi," which being interpreted means, Little Lamb, 
honey, I tell you it's time for you to get up! 

When you are asleep you are in a state of inactivity. The 
body is in a position of proneness. This is the state we are in 
when we are sick or filled with fear, when we are dominated by 
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some awful sin or habit. We are sleeping; that is, we are out of 
action. Life is passing us by and we are not well. We are not 
a whole man or a whole woman. The sad part of it is, people 
do not come to deliver us. They come to weep and to pronounce 
the sentence of defeat. They look at us and count us out. But 
worse than that, they count Christ out. But, thank God, Christ 
is not dead. He can still sweep into our chambers of death and 
despair and speak to us, saying, "It is time for you to get up." 

At that moment Jairus felt his faith rushing out of him to 
make contact with the healing power of Jesus. And almost at 
the same instant he saw his beloved daughter stand up and 
walk. She was healed! She was alive! It had all happened as 
he had visualized it in his mind. His point of contact had given 
him courage to go on believing. How thankful he was that he 
hadn't given up when obstacles came in the way! 

It all happened so quickly that at first Jairus wondered if he 
were still imagining. But when he heard Jesus say, "Give her 
something to eat," he knew it was true. It was a reality! His 
daughter had been given back to him to nourish, to care for 
and to love. Now he would be able to give her more than mate
rial nourishment. He could give her spiritual food as well-the 
joy of knowing Jesus. 

I know that the raising of the dead is a rare thing, and there 
is no indiscriminate raising of the dead taught in the Bible. 
Likewise, there the journey to healing was undertaken before 
death claimed the little girl. So our lesson from this is: No mat
ter how extreme the obstacles may seem; no matter how painful 
the process of healing may appear to be; if you have a point of 
contact for the releasing of your faith, you can hold on to it and 
believe for your healing. 

Jesus laid His hands upon the little girl and healed her. He 
laid His hands upon many others who were sick in body and 
in mind and soul-how many we do not know. The heart and 
compassion of Jesus were in His hands. As He laid His hands 
upon the people, He identified himself with their needs. His 
compassion reached out and found expression in the laying on 
of His hands. Jesus commanded His disciples to do likewise. 

We read in the sixth chapter of Hebrews that the laying on 
of hands is a doctrine of the Church and it is an instrumentality 
that God uses, even in this very hour. Human hands cannot 
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heal, but human hands can be an instrument God uses for heal
ing. And human hands can be the point of contact for your 
healing. 

It is my belief that the laying on of hands 1s one of the high
est expressions of the Christian· faith. · It is Christianity put into 
practice. ·rt is the words of the pulpit translated into deeds. It 
is the man of God stepping outside the pulpit and identifying 
himself with distressed and suffering people. It is having faith 
with theni for their healing and belie0ng with them, That· is 
why I lay my hands upon the people when I minister to them in 
prayer. . _ 

I know that my hands cannot heal. Only the hands of God 
can do that. But my hands are my point of contact for releasing 
my faith for the healing of the people. When I touch someone 
with my hands in prayer, my heart and my compassion are in 
my hands. All my faith, all my feelings, all the intensity of my 
belief in God are poured out in this contact so that everything 
I feel inside I try to express through the laying on of hands. 

At first I thought that everyone I prayed for would be healed, 
if I felt God's presence in my hand. I soon found that this was 
not true. In most instances, when there was .a healing, 1-was 
conscious of feeling God's presence in my hand. Yet, there 
were times when I felt His presence and there was no apparent 
healing of the person before me. It was then that I understood 
that I must always carefully explain to the people the value of 
the use of a point of contact. That is why I have asked you to 
study the healings in the Bible which illustrate the point of con
tact. That is why we have examined the story of Jairus to see 
how he used the laying on of Jesus' hands as his point of contact. 

If you use the laying on of my hands as your _point of con
tact, it must be the releasing of your faith, -as well as my faith, 
to make contact with the healing power of Jesus. Your faith is 
the key. Your point of contact will help you release your faith 
for healing. 



THE WOMAN'S TOUCH
TOUCHING WITH HANDS 

AND FAITH 
(Mark 5 :25-34; Luke 8:43-48) 

THE name of the woman who touched the hem of Jesus' 
garment is not known. Her name is not recorded in the Bible. I 
think God would have us draw courage and inspiration from 
her story by putting our name where hers could have been. The 
story of this woman is similar to the story of millions of other 
people today-believing strongly in medical science, taking ad
vantage of all that good doctors have to offer, spending all they 
have to get well, and yet still needing healing-not only for 
their body but also for their entire being. 

This woman had done that. She had an issue of blood for 
twelve years. Perhaps it was a bleeding cancer. We don't know. 
But there seemed to be something causing the issue of blood 
which could not be cured. The Bible says she "had suffered 
many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, 
and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse" (Mark 5: 26) . 
Evidently the doctors of her day had tried many cures on her. 
The treatments possibly were painful, but she had suffered them 
all in an attempt to get well. I am sure the doctors did the 
best they could for her. But the cure was beyond their skill. 
The woman spent every penny she had to recover her health, 
still her affiiction grew steadily worse. 

But somehow she didn't believe God wanted her to die. She 
held on to the faith that was in her-the faith that God has 
dealt to every man and woman. She believed that there must be 
some way for her to be cured. So she held on to her faith and 
kept her eyes and ears open. 

One day some news reached her. There was a Galilean 
prophet who was going throughout Judea healing the sick and 
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bringing peace to their souls. So remarkable was His power that 
totally blind eyes had been opened by His touch; the deaf and 
dumb now heard and spoke; even some of the hopeless cripples 
were made whole. His name? Jesus of Nazareth. 

It was astounding news, but the woman believed it-every 
word of it. Anyone who can believe in human skill can believe 
in God's power. For what a man can do partially, God can do 
completely; and what man cannot do at all, our Heavenly Father 
can do. 

This little woman said to herself, How wonderful this man 
must be! I can't hope to get near enough to Him for Him to lay 
His hands on me. I wouldn't have the courage to ask Him to 
speak the word of healing for me. But, oh, if I can just touch 
His robe, I know He will make me whole. 

And with these thoughts she set her point of contact. If 
she could but touch His clothes, her faith would be released. 

Let us see what her point of contact did for her: 

First, the Point of Contact Made Her Christ-conscious 

When the woman heard of Jesus and believed to the extent 
that she could set her point of contact, then Jesus became real 
to her. He was no longer a name or a symbol or a hope to oth
ers. He became a person to her-One who could give back her 
life, her health. Her mind was filled with Him. Long before 
she saw Him, all other persons faded out of her mind. The doc
tors faded away. All other ideas faded. All her other plans were 
laid aside so that her one plan was to make contact with Christ. 

The Bible says, "When sh~ had heard of Jesus ... she said, 
If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole" (Mark 5:27, 
28) . She saw Him in her mind before she saw Him with her 
eyes. She made no mental reservations. She was healed in her 
thinking before she ·was healed in her body. She saw herself 
there touching His clothes, feeling His healing virtue and being 
restored to health-all this before she ever went to Him. 

So the woman's point of contact made her Christ-conscious. 
It put her mind in the right condition for healing. There was no 
room for fear because her mind was filled with Christ. Her faith 
had a chance to act because she knew the source of the healing 
power and how to turn it on. 
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Second, Her. Point of Contact Set the Time and Place 
for the Releasing of Her Faith 

·We don~t know how long it was after she heard about Jesus 
before the woman was able to touch Him. But, no doubt, it was 
soon. She had had enough of suffering. Every day she was get
ting weaker. Probably as soon as she heard about Jesus and 
set her point of contact she was on her way to find Him. She · 
didn't think, well; someday I'll go find Him, or someday when 
He happens to pass me, maybe I'll be able to touch Him. No, 
she made it definite! "If I may touch but his clothes." She un
dertook to make the effort. And she knew she must do it soon. 
Today she at least had enough strength to crawl. Tomorrow 
she might not have that much strength. So she would set off 
now to find Him. 

Some people lose their chance for healing from God because 
they wait too long. They wait for someone to bring it to them, 
or they set their time too far in the future. Then they don't have 
the strength, or they become discouraged during the waiting 
period. "Now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2). Jesus 
is near you this minute to bring you healing, to answer your 
problems and your needs. Be like the little woman and use the 
strength and the faith you have now. 

Third, Her Point of Contact Made Her Faith 
One Definite Act of Believing 

The woman's point of contact was touching the clothes of 
Jesus. She wanted to touch His clothes with her hands in order 
to touch Him with her faith. As she made her way through the 
crowd she was saying, "If only I can touch His clothes; if only I 
can touch His clothes!" Her faith cleared a path for her feet 
and made an opening through the crowd for her. 

The crowd may not have moved back for her but she pressed 
on through. Probably she was on her hands and knees crawling 
in order to get through the crowd. And then, there Jesus was! 
She reached out a trembling hand and touched the part of His 
clothes nearest to her-the hem of His garment. She had ac
complished her point of contact. At the moment she touched 
His garment, her faith went rushing out of her to meet the 
healing power of Christ. It was like touching a live electrical 
wire. The mighty healing virtue of Christ surged out of Him into 
her. It went all through her, into every fiber of her being and 
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spent its force against her affliction. In a moment's time, "she 
felt in her body that she was healed of that plague." 

The point of contact is actually a double release and a double 
feeling. When the woman released her faith, Jesus released His 
power. Something went out of her and something went out of 
Jesus. The woman's faith went out of her, Jesus' power went out 
of Him. 

Hundreds of people were around Christ. But the woman was 
the only one there who touched the power of God. Jesus asked, 
"Who touched Me?" 

And Peter said, "What do you mean? The whole crowd is 
touching You." 

Jesus said, "Yes, but this was a different touch. I felt healing 
power go out of Me." 

Hers was a different touch! She touched Him not as part of 
the crowd but as an individual. She touched Him knowingly, dis
criminatingly, purposefully, as a point of contact. She touched 
His clothes with a specific purpose-to let her faith go out to 
God. The moment she touched His robe, she believed. Right 
then! That's the only way to use a point of contact. The virtue 
of Jesus heals on contact, bringing deliverance from disease and 
fear and sin. 

There was no healing virtue in the clothes of Jesus. He made 
that plain, for He said to her, "Thy FAITH hath made thee 
whole"-not the touching of His clothes, but her faith. Jesus did 
not rebuke her for touching His clothes, because He knew they 
were her point of contact for releasing her faith. God will honor 
any point of contact that will help us release our faith. 

Sometimes people find that touching a prayer cloth will re
lease their faith. There is no healing in the prayer cloth, but 
touching it is something tangible that serves as a springboard 
for releasing faith. There is more than one point of contact, for 
God is not limited to any special thing, or to any special person. 

When Jesus asked, "Who touched Me?" the little woman saw 
that she could not be hidden and came trembling before Him. 
She told Him why she had touched Him and how she had been 
healed. 

Jesus said, "Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in 
peace, and be whole of thy plague." 

The woman received even more than she had hoped for. She 
had felt that her need was physical healing. And she had sought 
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for the need she felt. But Jesus gave her what her whole inner 
being had been crying for-peace! 

By connecting peace with healing, Jesus was introducing her 
to the "whole-man concept" of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He 
was saying, "You sought healing for your body. But healing is 
much more than a physical work. Healing is also a spiritual 
work. Wholeness is healing for the soul, mind, and body. Your 
faith has made you whole." 

Let us remember this: 
Healing from God is both physical and spiritual. Suppose the 

woman had found healing from medical science. She would 
have had healing for her body but not healing with the peace 
of God in her soul. Her life could not have been changed until 
she found Jesus. But when she looked to Jesus for her complete 
healing, her mind became centered in Him. When she touched 
His clothes, she touched Him with her faith, and her entire being 
was filled with His power and SHE was made whole. 

We don't know what this woman did after her healing. But 
we can be sure that her point of contact gave her something 
to hold to. All her life she would be able to see herself crawling 
through that crowd, touching the hem of Jesus' robe. All her life 
His words would ring in her ears, "Daughter, thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace." 

Her Point of Contact Was Not Unique 

The woman with the issue of blood was not the only one 
healed by touching Jesus' clothes as a point of contact. The 
Bible says, "They sent out into all that country round about, 
and brought unto him all that were diseased; and besought him 
that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many 
as touched were made perfectly whole" (Matthew 14:35, 36). 
The many who were healed by touching Jesus' robe were healed 
because, when they touched His robe, they touched Him with 
their faith. 

People are still being delivered today by following their example. 
Here are the testimonies of two men who touched Jesus with 
hands of faith through a point of contact and were healed. 

Man Touched Television Set-Healed of Arthribis 

"For eighteen years I suffered with arthritis, spending about 
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a third of the time in and out of hospitals. My right leg bowed 
out until it was a quarter inch shorter than the left leg. 

"It got to the point where I was in constant pain. In all those 
years I never got a good night's sleep. Finally the doctors put 
my leg in a steel brace. They were afraid my knee joint would 
break under the strain. 

"I believed God could heal, but I didn't have enough faith 
for myself. Then, one day I was watching Oral Roberts on tele
vision. When he prayed for the TV audience, I bowed my head 
and put one hand on the television set and the other hand on my 
knee. Suddenly it felt like someone was rolling a covering off 
my leg. I was healed instantly. That night I pulled off my brace, 
and hunted for another pair of shoes. I've never had that brace 
on my leg since. And since that night I've been sleeping like a 
baby. 

''I'm 73 years old. I've done more work in my garden in the 
last year than I have in the past fifteen years. Through my healing, 
the Lord has become more real to me. I can't praise Him enough." 

-Robert Griffin, Missouri 

The Abundant Life Prayer Page-a Point of Contact 

"During my teen-age years I had a serious liver and stomach 
disorder. I suffered constantly, day and night. In my early twen
ties I had two major operations, one to remove my gallbladder. 
I was told that I would have to remain on medication and a very 
limited diet the rest of my life. I was weak and sick all' the time. 
I couldn't keep down food or water. 

"I had been a partner in Brother Roberts' ministry for many 
years. One day while reading ABUNDANT LIFE magazine, I 
read the testimony of a woman who was in a wheelchair, unable 
to walk, but was instantly healed through the ministry of Brother 
Roberts. 

"I had not been able to release my faith for my own healing, 
but as I read her testimony I felt the power and presence of God. 
I released my faith, using the Prayer Page in the magazine as a 
point of contact. 

"I was instantly healed! Oh, praise God! I can eat anything 
and need no medicine. To this day I am still healed and in good 
health. Praise the Lord." 

-Claricy Jones, Missouri 



MASTER KEY TO HEALING
SPEAK THE WORD 

(Matthew 8:5-13) 

· THE scene of this dramatic story of a miracle of healing was in · 
· Capernaum, the chief city of Galilee and the home of two famous. 
people-a·Roman Army captain and Jesus of Nazareth. 

The captain was there under orders from Caesar to maintain 
Roman rule in the city of Capernaum. 

Jesus of Nazareth made Capernaum His second home and the 
headquarters of His ministry on earth. Here He performed some 
of His mightiest miracles and preached many of His greatest ser
mons. Here He walked the streets, preaching deliverance by the 
power of God and healing the sick by His word or by the touch 
of His hand. He stirred the city. 

The Roman Army captain knew when Jesus entered the city 
because of His magnetic power over the masses. They thronged 
to hear Him and to see the wonderful miracles of healing wrought 
by His hands. At first, the captain was suspicious and hostile. 
But day after day as he watched Jesus, his feelings changed. He 
saw that Jesus was not against anybody. He saw Jesus refuse the 
desire of the people to make Him a king. He saw that Jesus was 
unselfish and really loved the people. Time after time the captain 
saw Jesus heal the sick. 

When the captain saw the real Jesus, he recognized that He 
was more than a mere man. The touch of His hand would heal 
the most hopeless cripple, or a word from His lips would bring 
life to lost and suffering humanity. His power was above all other 
power; His authority was above all other authority. 

One day the captain's servant became very ill with shaking palsy. 
The emperor's physician was called, but there was nothing he 
could do. He said the disease was incurable. The captain was 
filled with grief for his suffering servant. The Romans considered 
themselves the master race. They were proud, rude, arrogant-
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people with no regard for God or man. But this Roman captain 
loved his servant and was not willing for him to die if there was 
anything he could. do to help him. It dawned on him that Jesus 
of Nazareth could heal his servant. If he could get in contact with 
the Prophet, his servant would not die. 

The Romans despised the Jews. It was dangerous for a Roman 
to tum to a Jew. When the captain decided to go to Jesus to ask 
Him to heal his servant, he knew the risk he was taking. If he 
were reported to Caesar; he inight lose his command or even his 
life. In any case he was sure to meet with ridicule from his fellow 
officers and soldiers. The captain had to decide quickly because 
his servant was dying. The captain made up his mind; he decided 
to go to Jesus, for he believed that Jesus would heal his servant. 

While he was on his way to Jesus, the captain realized he was 
a sinner. All his life Caesar had been his lord and master. Now 
Caesar could do nothing for him. He needed a new lord and 
master. When he reached Jesus, the first word he said was, 
"Lord." 

The captain had never called a man lord except Caesar. He 
had never bowed to any power except Roman power. But now 
he bowed at the feet of Jesus, looked up into His face with hu
mility and confessed Him as, "Lord." Healing begins within, in 
the inner man, not outside in the body. It begins in the mind, in 
the will and attitude, in the soul and in the emotions. Therefore, 
we must realize that Christ's healing power can never enter our 
bodies until we have made room for Him in our souls. 

Jesus instantly responded with His promise to heal the captain's 
servant. Jesus said, "I will come and heal him" (Matthew 8:7). 

This is Jesus-the real Jesus, the unchanging Jesus, the Bible 
Jesus~responding to suffering humanity. He is saying to us today, 
"I will come and heal you." That is exactly what He is doing 
today. He is healing the people who come to Him in faith. 

The captain replied, "Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed" (Matthew 8: 8) . 

Now we recognize the point of contact which the Roman cap
tain used- the word of jesus. The captain was accustomed to a 
different kind of power than ordinary men have. Being a mili
tary man, he was accustomed to issuing a command or speaking 
the word. He would say to a soldier, "Do this," and he would 
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do it. His spoken word or command was backed up by the power 
of Caesar and the Roman Empire. 

This was one reason he was able to recognize the power and 
authority of Jesus. He believed that Jesus had the power and 
authority of God and that all the power of heaven and earth were 
back of His spoken word. Therefore, he didn't request that Jesus 
come to his house in order to heal his servant. Instead, he said, 
"Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed." 

Doubt is vanquished and faith is certain when it stands upon 
Christ, the living and spoken Word of God. He is the living Word 
who is from everlasting to everlasting. Faith needs only the Word 
to be certain. It needs no additional support, crutches, signs, 
wonders, proofs, props, logic, testimonies-nothing. It is Doubt 
that demands these things. Faith hears the Word, accepts the 
Word, embraces it, is consumed by it and with it smites Doubt 
to the ground. 

The spoken word of Jesus was the point of contact for the 
captain's faith. It was the point where the captain's faith would 
make contact with the power of God. It was the specific moment 
when he would release his faith. The captain was saying, "Your 
words will set the time. The moment You speak the word, Lord, 
I will expect the miracle." 

The point of contact is any point where your faith makes con
tact with God's power. We have found that J airus used the laying 
on of hands to release his faith. He needed the actual physical 
presence of Jesus with his daughter in order for his faith to be 
released. The woman with the issue of blood also sought out 
Jesus. She did not ask Him to lay hands upon her, but she felt 
the need of some physical contact. But now here is someone who 
requires no physical contact to release his faith. He asks only for 
the spoken word of Jesus. 

Jesus was amazed. For the first time since He had been on 
earth, here was a man who truly recognized Jesus' authority and 
power over sickness. Jesus turned to the crowd and said, "Verily 
I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel" 
(Matthew 8:10). 

This is a most significant statement. While He was on earth, 
Jesus sought faith among His people. He looked for it among 
the religious leaders and people. At last He found it, but not 
where people thought it would be. It was in a rough, calloused 
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Roman soldier who came out of his barracks saying, "Lord, You 
have power above all power. You have authority above all au
thority. Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed." 
Jesus said that was the greatest faith He had ever seen. 

Jesus then turned directly to the captain and said, "As thou 
hast believed, so be it done unto thee" (Matthew 8: 13). The 
Bible states, "And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour." 
When the captain believed, the healing of his servant began at 
that moment. 

When he believed! Not when he performed some ritual or cere
mony, not when he went through some religious form or recited 
a long prayer, not just through his thinking, but when he believed, 
when through his point of contact he released his faith! 

The captain's believing was completely responsible for Christ's 
healing his servant. He believed that Jesus was the Lord. He 
believed that Jesus had power and authority over the sickness 
and disease in his servant's body. He believed that if only Jesus 
would speak the word, his servant would be healed. His believing 
was his faith brought to a climax. His believing did what Jesus 
told him it would do and what he believed it would do. The 
servant was healed in the selfsame hour. Jesus, who was there 
with the army captain, was also with his servant. There is no 
distance in prayer-no distance in faith-no distance with God. 

God tells us in His Word, "I am the Lord that healeth thee" 
(Exodus 15:26). Do you believe His Word? Do you have the 
faith of the army captain? Thousands have been healed by mak
ing God's Word their point of contact. 

This moving testimony of healing through God's Word as a 
point of contact was given by Rev. B. Owens Oslin, pastor of 
Evangel Temple, Fort Smith, Arkansas, at the 1963 Spring Min
isterial Seminar held at the Oral Roberts University on evan
gelism. I believe it will thrill your heart as it did mine: 

"Seven years ago I came to the crisis of all crises in my life. 
I had been away for some time, preaching at convention services. 
As I returned to my home and church in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
I noticed an abnormal growth in the cervical section of my neck. 
I disregarded it for as long as I could, but the growth enlarged. 
I was almost afraid to have it checked-afraid that I could not 
stand the report of the pathologist. 
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"Finally, however, I entered a hospital and submitted to a 
pathological observation. A specimen was taken from my throat. 

"I waited with bated breath and anxious moments until the 
day a staff of surgeons came to my bedside. I shall never. forget 
the words of that famous surgeon who was the spokesman. He 
walked to my bedside in a nonchalant manner and, with a friendly 
kind of gesture, slapped me on the leg and said, 'Now, Pastor, 
gather all the courage you can muster, for you are going to need it.' 

"I felt as if I were a victim waiting for the foreman of the jury 
to read my death sentence. Finally, the surgeon said, 'You have 
nine months to live!' 

"Trying to grasp the full meaning of his words, I said, 'What 
do you mean? I am as healthy as anyone.' 

" 'The disease that is ravaging your body will take your life 
within nine months,' he said kindly. 'As tired as you are, I would 
predict you will be gone in six months.' 

"I pressed him further and said, 'Give me the facts, tell me the 
truth, Doctor.' 

"He replied, 'If this disease progresses normally, you will bum 
to death in a furnace within your own being. You will lose weight, 
and the last few agonizing hours will be worse than hell on earth.' 

"Is there anything that medical science can do?" I asked. 
"Very sympathetically he suggested, 'If you would like to go 

to a specialist in St. Louis, the doctors there will do a complete 
neck section on you. That will prolong your life just a little longer, 
but I wouldn't recommend it. It will only make the pain unbear
able.' 

"With that, he slapped me on the leg again and said, 'If I can 
come and talk with you any more, call me any hour of the day 
or night,' and he walked out the door. 

"When those doctors marched out of my room, I saw the gaping 
mouth of a sepulcher of sorrow and death. And I knew that, bar
ring divine intervention, I was the next victim of that sepulcher. 
I could not bear the idea. 

"In a time like I faced, the greatest weapon one has is prayer, 
-and the ruling motive of that moment is love. I looked toward 
the-end of my bed and standing there, all five-feet-and-one-inch 
tall, was that little blue-eyed wife of mine. This was a crucial 
moment for us. She looked at me through eyes that were be
ginning to brim with tears. Finally, when she could hold back 
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no longer, she flung herself across my body and wept in convul
sive sobs. All she could say was, 'Oh, I can't stand it. It cannot 
happen.' 

"In that moment I took a close scrutiny of my ·life. I realized 
that I had spent most of my hours up to that moment pleasing 
people, whether it pleased my Christ or not. I had . spent most 
of my time polishing the furniture of the temple instead of reach
ing out to save the lost which were dying for lack of an outreoched 
hand to help them. I gently took hold of my wife and said, 'Stand 
up, dear. Stand up.' 

"She did. All I could do was to muster what bit of faith that, 
like precious seed, was still left in my wavering heart. I said to 
her, 'Please give me that little Testament.' I still have that little 
Book. If you were to offer me a hundred-dollar bill for it, I would 
say, no. It is a reminder to me of my deliverance. 

"When my wife handed me the little Testament, all I knew 
to do was to pray for God to give me an extension of life and to 
spare me for one reason-for soul-winning service. I besought God 
with a despairing heart for a reprieve, for a little bit of gracious 
clemency, as I asked Him to spare my life. I took the Book and 
laid it right on my throat. I said to my wife, 'Put your hand on 
the Word.' When everything else is shaking, the Word of God 
will last forever and ever and ever. God's Word will never fail. 

"When she put her hand on the Book, I reached over and put 
my hand on hers. Then God put His hand on ours. Oh, thank 
God for the Hand that has reached out to save those who are 
unworthy, of whom I was chiefest! 

"As we prayed, something took place in my body. Praise God! 
It happened in a moment. I still had scars of 21 stitches from the 
exploratory incision. I still had every prediction that medical 
science could make to worry me. I still had the same questionable 
future-except that I was spared for service! 

"Do you know what happened? God healed me of cancer of 
the lymph glands-healed my body completely. Every six months 
for three years I submitted to medical examinations, and every 
doctor looking at the report would look at me and say, 'Some
thing has happened here.' 

"One day I saw the doctor who was my chief surgeon. He 
slipped his arm up around my shoulders affectionately and said, 
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'Preacher, every time I see you walking in these hospital halls, 
I feel like running up and hugging you.' 

"I said, 'Why?' 
"He replied, 'You are already seven years overdue in heaven!' 
" 'That is according to your timetable, Doctor,' I said, 'but I 

have been spared for service.' " 
Perhaps God's Word is the point of contact you need. If you 

want healing or the answer to some other need, take God's Word 
and make it your point of contact. Put your hand on the Bible 
or hold it against your body or just repeat a Scripture verse. Make 
yourself one with God's Word. The Book on your body without 
the words being in your heart is meaningless. But as you speak 
God's Word or touch the Bible, let it be a point of contact to re
lease your faith. As your faith rushes from you to God, you will 
find that in the same moment His power rushes into your whole 
being to meet your need. The words of Christ still have power 
to those who will become one with His words. 



JOB'S PRAYER FOR HIS FRIENDS 
(Job 42) 

THE STORY of Job is one of the most famous stories of the Bible. 
However, when we think of Job we are most likely to think of 
his afflictions and the patience with which he bore them. But 
probably the story of Job would not be in the Bible if its main 
object was to teach patience in spite of affiiction. It is not God's 
will for us to be afflicted ( 3 John 2). He wants us to rise above 
our affiictions and find our way to Him for our healing. How Job 
did this is the climax of his story and a lesson for those in need 
of healing today. 

It is true that Job was visited by many calamities. His children 
were violently killed. His property was taken from him. He lost 
his health. And, finally, his wife turned against him. Job became 
ill and for days he sat alone upon an ash pile, wishing that he had 
never been born. Yet, he never accused God or expressed any 
bitterness toward Him. The Bible says, "In all this did not Job sin 
with his lips" (Job 2: 10) . For Job knew that his fear had had a 
part in his troubles. The things he had feared had come upon him 
(Job 3:25). 

But Job wanted his friends to understand and to help him. It 
so happened that his friends thought they knew it all. When they 
came to see Job, it was not to encourage him to hold on to his 
faith, or to pray for him. They came to criticize, and criticize they 
did! They misunderstood the purpose of Job's sickness and suffer
ing and accused him of sinning. They said God had sent the sick
ness to punish him for his sins. Job knew this wasn't true. His 
fear had brought on the sickness. God had not sent it to him. At 
first he endured patiently the criticisms of his friends, but finally 
he reached the breaking point. 

He cried out, "Miserable comforters are ye all" (Job 16:2). 
Earlier, in a burst of sarcasm, he had said, "No doubt but ye are 
the people, and wisdom shall die with you" (Job 12:2). What 
Job said was true. Their attitude was wicked; their words were 
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false. Job also called them "physicians of no value" (Job 13:4). 
Job was right in what he said, but he was wrong in the way he 
said it. He became bitter and resentful because he felt he did not 
deserve the cold· criticism of his closest friends. He thought his 
friends were all wrong .. He did not recognize his own self.righ· 
teousness. 

God looked down upon this scene, and the Bible tells us how 
His wrath was kindled against these so-called friends of Job. He 
-knew that they had not spoken or done the right thing toward 
Job. So He spoke to them and commanded them to go to Job 
for his prayers or. He would -not -forgive them. Then God turned 
to Job. He knew that His .faithful servant was suffering, but He. 
could not excuse Job's burst of passion or his self-righteousness. 
As Job came into the presence of God; he began to search his 
own heart. His self-righteousness changed to humility (Job 
42:6). . 

Then God dealt with Job and showed him that he must pray 
for his friends so they could be forgiven. These friends had been 
weak, had failed to be true friends, and now they themselves 
were suffering inwardly. God told Job He would forgive Job's 
friends if Job would pray for them. Job seized upon that prayer 
as his point of contact. 

This was the climax for Job. He had changed his believing. He 
had become humble. Now he was ready to pray the prayer of 
forgiveness. WHEN JOB BOWED HIS HEAD AND PRAYED 
FOR GOD TO FORGIVE HIS FRIENDS, his prayer became 
his point of contact. He set the time. He made himself one with 
his point of contact. He put all his faith into one single act of 
believing-the prayer for his friends. The Bible says that when 
Job prayed for his friends, "the Lord turned the captivity of Job" 
(Job 42: 10). He released his faith and it was then that God 
healed his body. 

It took a lot of courage and love for Job to pray the prayer of 
forgiveness for the friends who had deeply hurt him. But Job 
truly loved God and wanted to do the right thing. So Job bowed 
his aching head and prayed for his friends with all the earnestness 
he possessed, "Help them, 0 Lord, and forgive them." When Job 
prayed for his friends he forgot himself and put his mind on God. 
He forgot all the insults which his friends had given him. He 
thought of the loving mercy and forgiveness of God. 
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The purpose of a point of contact is to aid you in releasing 
your faith to make contact with the power of God. You can see 
how valuable prayer is as a point of contact. For true prayer is 
actually getting on the beam on which God is broadcasting. When 
your radio set is tuned in, at that instant the voice of the broad
caster sounds in your ears. Likewise, when your heart is tuned 
in on God's way of dealing with people, at that instant you either 
hear or feel His voice in your heart. It is hard to hear God if the 
static and clamor of self-righteousness, resentment and bitterness 
are sounding in your heart. God knew that Job couldn't tune in 
on Him and find healing until he had stilled that static of resent
ment. So God showed Job that prayer for his friends was needed. 
Job used it as a point of contact, released his faith and was healed. 

I have prayed for people who have told me that the main cause 
of their sickness was the bitterness in their hearts. Like Job, they 
could not focus their attention on God. All they could hear was the 
noise of their own resentment. By just sitting in our services and 
without even entering the prayer line, they reached a state of har
mony with God -and their fellowman and they were healed. 

God cannot deliver you as long as you remain bottled up with 
resentments, bitterness, hatred, and unbelief. You are not made 
to live with blocked channels; and all the medicine you can take, 
all the services you can receive, all the praying you can do will 
not deliver you unless you throw your will on the side of faith 
and outgoing love. Your deliverance starts from within, not with
out. 

This is why the Bible says, "Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed" (James 5:16). 
Sometimes before God answers our prayers or meets certain 
needs in our lives, old strife, envy, and malice must be dealt with. 

In one of our early-day crusades a lady drove fifty miles and 
waited two days to be in the prayer line for her healing. This 
lady had developed a dislike for her pastor and, though she was 
quite ill, refused to ask him to pray for her. 

On the last night of the crusade many were wafting for prayer. 
The hour. was late. So I asked that several prayer lines be fanned 
and I pointed out various ministers t<,> help me p~y for the sick. 
I called upon this pastor. Placed at the frOirt of the lirre for his 
prayers was the lady from his congregation! 

Later the lady humbly testified: "That was no accident. God 
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knew the thoughts of my heart, and I confessed my ill-will. When 
I did, God's glory filled my soul and I received my healing." 

Unconfessed feelings of ill-will often bring physical illness. Re
pentance and faith in God bring healing. 

The last part of Job's life was more abundant than its beginning. 
We are told that when "he prayed for his friends . . . the Lord 
gave Job twice as much as he had before." We can be sure that 
Job held on to his point of contact to keep his healing and the 
many blessings which the Lord bestowed upon him. 



THE MIRACLE OF NEW FLESH
NAAMAN'S SEVENTH DIP 

( 2 Kings 5 : 1-19) 

THE healing of Naaman, the leper, was mentioned and appre
ciated by Jesus himself while He was upon the earth (Luke 4: 
27). Jesus commented that there were other lepers in Israel at 
that time, but only Naaman, the Syrian, received healing. By 
studying the story of Naamim we can determine some of the 
reasons he was successful in finding his healing. A point of 
contact was certainly one of the things which helped him. 

N aaman was a famous army general who lived in Syria about 
900 years before the birth of Jesus. He was commander in chief 
of Syria's expeditionary forces. Because of his outstanding mili
tary successes, he had been hailed as the national hero. It was 
shocking news when the general's personal physician found that 
his chief had leprosy. The disease was common in those days, 
but it was always dreaded. For leprosy meant living death
slow, torturous, and isolated suffering. Across the nation the 
mournful cry went up, "General Naaman is a leper! Our beloved 
leader is a leper!" 

Some montlis earlier General N aaman had made a victorious 
march across the Bible land of Israel. At that time he had taken 
captive a little Hebrew maid to be servant to his wife. The girl 
was familiar with God and His prophets and knew of God's 
healing power. Seeing the general was a leper, she said to her 
mistress, "Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria [Israel]! for he would recover him of his leprosy" (2 
Kings 5:3). 

When N aaman heard what the maid had said, he was grateful 
for this hope. He believed the little girl's message and made 
preparations to leave at once for Israel. Naaman thought that all 
the effort he needed to put forth for his healing was to make the 
trip and present himself before the prophet. Then the prophet 
would do it all. Many people today are like that. All they do 
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is set a point where they expect someone else to take over, to do 
their believing for them. They say, "Oh, jf only I can get to 
Brother Roberts, he will heal me." 

I can't heal anyone. Only God can heal. I can help you re
lease your faith to make contact with God's healing power. But 
you are the determining factor in receiving your healing. You 
must believe. You must have a point of contact for releasing 
your faith, not a point for handing the job over to me or some 
other minister. 

Naaman gave all his attention to getting ready for the trip and 
to making an impression on the prophet so that he would be will
ing to heal him. General Naaman accepted the girl's witness, 
but he made a very bad mistake when he went down to the 
prophet with the wrong attitude. So Naaman's real problem was 
not the healing of his leprosy, because God could do that. The 
problem was to get Naaman in the condition and in the attitude 
so God could heal him. 

Naaman arrived with great pomp and importance at the house 
of Elisha. He brought with him many expensive gifts, and he 
fully expected an extraordinary reception by the prophet of God. 
He thought the prophet would rush out and bow down and put 
his hands over him and do some great thing. Instead, the 
prophet Elisha merely sent his servant to say, "Go and wash in 
the Jordan seven times and thy flesh shall come again to thee, 
and thou shalt be clean" ( 2 Kings 5: l 0) . 

Elisba was trying to give N aaman a point of contact for the 
releasing of his faith. But Naaman wasn't ready to accept this 
point of contact because, to him, it means loss of face. The "loss 
of face" is a serious problem in our modern society. Often peo
ple miss the message which men of God are trying to give to 
them because they are afraid if they do what they are told they 
will be disgraced or be looked down upon by their friends. 

When I was in Formosa and Japan a few years ago preaching 
the Gospel and praying for the healing of their sick, I was con
fronted· with this problem time and again. I had heard of the 
Oriental loss of face, but this was my first experience with it. I 
was in a large auditorium in Taipei, Formosa. The place was 
packed with people, including generals of the army, former am
bassadors and various other officials. The first night when I 
prayed for the people, I put my hands upon them and asked God 
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to heal their bodies. As I did so I noticed there was a twitter of 
laughter in the audience. The members of my team and I 
looked around and wondered what was wrong. What had we 
done? 

After the meeting I went to the missionaries and asked them. 
They told me that in the Far East you never touch a person with 
your hands because, to them, it means a violation of their dig
nity. 

"But, brethren," I said, "this is the Word of God. Christ said, 
'They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.' This 
is God's way. I cannot change it." 

"Well, suppose when you pray for them again you explain 
that," answered the missionaries. 

The next night before I prayed for the dear Chinese people 
of Formosa I said, "Look, I'm not trying to violate your dignity 
and cause you loss of face. When I put my hands upon you and 
pray for the healing of your body, I am identifying myself with 
you. I am going down into the valley of the shadow of suffering 
with you. I am your friend and partner sent here by God. God 
told me to lay my hands upon you and pray for your healing. 
In effect, I'm honoring you with all the honor at my command. 
When I lay my hands upon you and ask God to heal you, I'm 
honoring you." 

I was using two interpreters, but the message got across. After 
the explanation, instead of disrespectful laughter . there were 
smiles of understanding. Then I prayed for a woman With a goi
ter. She was a very prominent woman in Formosa, and when 
God healed the goiter, there was a stampede in the crowd. 
Nearly everybody there wanted me to lay my hands upon them 
in the name of Christ and pray for them. They then understood 
what I was doing and why. 

The loss of face is a serious thing, even to us here in America. 
We are afraid someone will laugh at us or will look down upon 
us. But when we are dealing with God, we inust think of what 
God thinks about us. We must use the point of contact which 
will best help us release our faith, regardless of how foolish it 
may seem to others. Like Naaman, we must learn to be humble. 

At first, General Naaman felt that it wouH be an insult to go 
and dip in the Jordan River. Why, he had better rivers than the 
muddy Jordan back home! Now, if Elisha had asked him to do 
something important, that would have been different. 
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I know people like that. They say, "Brother Roberts, if you 
will only pray a long prayer for me, I know I'll be healed," or, 
"If you will just make sure to call me up to the platform, I know 
I can release my faith." They are not thinking about the point 
of contact which will help them focus their attention on God. 
They are thinking of a point of contact that will focus attention 
on them. 

Naaman was like that. He wanted something fitting to his po
sition, but when he didn't get it, he turned away in anger. Then 
his servants reminded him of the reason he had come to Israel. 
He hadn't come to get attention. He had come to get healing, 
and if dipping in the Jordan was the way to get it, then he must 
do that. Naaman began to understand. He was willing now to 
accept the point of contact which Elisha had given him. He 
would get his mind off himself and put it on God. He would be 
willing to lose face and humble himself. 

An attitude of humility, faith, and dependence on God sets 
His delivering power in motion. By renouncing your way and 
accepting His, you place yourself in a position where God can 
reach you and you can reach God. He moves with certainty in 
your behalf when your heart is contrite before Him. 

Let us look at the next scene. Naaman is down at the River 
Jordan, ready to go in. With Elisha's message ringing in his 
ears, "Go down and wash," he plunges into the muddy, yellow 
waters of the famous river. He doesn't expect to be cured on 
the first dip because the prophet has told him to dip seven 
times. That sets the time for his healing. But each time Naaman 
dips, he loses himself. He forgets he is a famous general. He is 
just a man dying of leprosy. He can do nothing for himself. He 
must depend upon God. He begins to understand what the 
prophet meant-absolute humility. Submerging himself in the 
words of the prophet, releasing his faith to God, he dips once, 
twice, thrice ... and the seventh. He is all under. His pride is 
under, his attitude, his all. Just this seventh time and it will be 
done. I know God will heal me, he thinks. 

When he comes up out of the water the seventh time, his 
faith is released, and he experiences the miracle of new flesh. 
The Bible says that Naaman's "flesh became again like unto the 
flesh of a little child." The seventh dip helped him to release his 
faith and make contact with God's healing touch. 
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I never get accustomed to seeing a great miracle. I still feel 
something go through me when I see a great miracle. When I 
see a goiter just vanish right in front of my eyes, when I see a 
stiff arm upraised or a cripple walk, it thrills me. It looks quick. 
But is it quick? How many dips before that quick miracle? I'm 
beginning to believe that healing is a process. Healing is often 
quite long in process. What we see is the climax. We see a quick 
miracle. What we don't see is what went on before that. We 
don't realize the changing in that person's life, the humbling of 
himself, the submission of his attitude to Christ and the conver
sion of his entire being. You know, conversion is a change. You 
become a new creature. When Naaman accepted the message 
of Elisha, turned his back on the rivers of Damascus, and became 
willing to go down and dip seven times in the muddy Jordan 
River, he was changing. He was getting converted. His life was 
being turned around. He finally came to the place where he 
wanted something besides healing for his body. He wanted 
something beyond the prophet's laying his hand over the place 
on his body that had an open sore. He wanted God's hand laid 
upon his whole being. 

Naaman obeyed the rules of faith and got what he wanted 
... and more. Not only was his body healed, but he himself 
was healed. Suppose Naaman's flesh had returned as the flesh 
of a little child, but he had kept his wrong attitude and his old 
way of life. He would not have been really healed. When God 
heals, He wants to heal you in body, mind, and soul so that you 
can be "every whit whole." There can be no real and lasting 
healing until you are healed. 

It is significant that N aaman did not forget that God had 
healed him. His leprosy was gone and God had come into his 
life. The general made his vows to the true God, that he would 
worship Him and henceforth would serve no other god. 

I am sure that the point of contact helped N a am an keep his 
healing. If he ever started to look at his flesh for a sign of lep
rosy, he would remember himself standing there in the Jordan 
River getting ready to go under for the seventh time. He would 
remember his joy when he came up and discovered his new 
flesh. He would know there could not be a mark of leprosy on 
the flesh which God had restored. His mind would go out to 
the true God whom he had found in Israel. 



THE HOLY COMMUNION AS A 
POINT OF CONTACT 

(Matthew 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 
11 :23-27) 

THE Holy Communion is practiced by nearly every Christian 
church in the world. The form of its service varies, but there 
is usually enough similarity for you to be able to partake when
ever you are invited. I firmly believe that the proper taking of 
the Holy Communion brings to you a new strength in your body, 
a new vigor in your flesh, a new touch of God upon your mind 
and soul. 

I should like to relate a personal experience to illustrate how 
the Holy Communion can be used as a point of contact for 
healing. 

I was suffering with a severe cold and a crick in my neck and 
shoulders. I had tried prayer, the laying on of hands, and other 
points of contact, but somehow my faith wasn't able ·to break 
through and touch the healing power of Christ. Perhaps my 
mind was too much on my aches and pains or I was too con
cerned about the services which were to start in three days. I 
knew that Jesus would heal me if only I could get close enough 
to Him. The problem was how to get other concerns out of my 
mind and concentrate only on Jesus. 

Then it was that the Lord reminded me of the Holy Com
munion. The words, "This do in remembrance of me" (Luke 
22: 19), kept ringing in my mind and heart. I began to feel that 
the Holy Communion was the point of contact I needed to release 
my faith. The Lo.td directed me to ask a beloved friend to serve 
the Holy Communion to me. -Before I took the sacred. emblems, 
I read the scriptural at:count .of the first Lord's Supper and pic
tured the scene iri my mind. I thought of the real meaning of 
this observance. I remembered the person of Christ. I could 
spiritually see Him. I began to be thankful because He died in 
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my place. As I ate and drank the sacred emblems with expec
tant faith, I discerned His body. I said in my heart: The body 
of Christ was strong and healthy. It had no crick in the neck 
or shoulders, no cold germs, no weakness. As I put this bread 
in my mouth, I eat of the health of the body of Jesus. His body 
was broken that mine might be made whole. By faith I take His 
health into my body. Then as I drank the cup: I drink of the 
abundant life of Jesus Christ. I go in His power to overcome 
all things. 

At that moment I released my faith, and immediately felt a 
warmth passing through the afflicted part of my body and knew 
that I was being healed. I was free to begin the services in 
health and strength and with a new force and power. 

In all our examples, we have emphasized that there is no heal
ing power in the point of contact itself. The healing comes about 
through the releasing of faith which makes contact with the 
healing power of Christ. But the point of contact does help us 
focus our attention on Christ. It helps to bring Him near so 
that our faith can reach out and touch Him. 

I know of no act greater than the Communion for causing 
Christ to come personally to you. As a matter of fact, it is the 
purpose of the Communion for Christ to reveal himself to you. 
It is in your act of worship and faith that you discern His body 
and He is clearly outlined in your thoughts and vision. I believe 
the entire Communion act can be a point of contact for the re
leasing of your faith if you do these three things: . 

First, Remember Jesus Christ, the Man 
First of all, Jesus said, "Remember me." He seemed to know 

that we would tend to forget Him, that we would get our minds 
upon other things-the affairs and cares of life. So He gave us 
the Holy Communion as something tangible that would take our 
minds back to the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ. 

As you take the emblems of the bread and the cup in your 
hand, put everything else out of your mind .and think of Jesus 
Christ, the man. Let His person fill the screen of your mind, 
blotting out all sounds and sights of this world. See Him as the 
living,- triumphant Son of the Living God. Think of Jesus being 
closer to you than the breath in your nostrils and nearer to you 
than your dearest friend. Then you will know what He meant 
when He said, "This do in remembrance of me." 
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Second, Commemorate His Death 

Commemorate means to celebrate. So many people make the 
mistake of being sad when they take the Holy Communion. 
There is nothing to be sad about when you take the Holy Com
munion. Picture the Holy Communion as a family scene. It is 
the communion of the saints. Christ is at the head of the invis
ible table. The bread and the cup are being passed from His 
hands to yours, and to the hands of your brothers and sisters in 
Christ. You are drawing near to having vital contact with Christ 
and to receive the divine benefits of His person. 

As you eat the bread and drink the cup, you can whisper, 
"God loves me. He gave His Son to die for me! He lifted my 
condemnation! I am no longer dead in sins and trespasses. I am 
born again through His atonement for me." 

Give thanks to God that the cross is empty. Jesus Christ has 
risen from the dead and sits at God's right hand. Look up and 
rejoice and be thankful that Jesus took your place. Let His su
preme sacrifice inspire you to become a living example of God's 
love. 

Third, Discem His Body 

Jesus said, "Take, eat; this is my body" (Matthew 26:26). 
Paul said, "Discerning the Lord's body" (1 Corinthians 11:29). 
The word "discern" means to grasp the meaning of; to under
stand. So Paul was saying, "Grasp the meaning of the body of 
Jesus Christ." Paul went on to say that many people were sick 
in the Corinthian Church because they failed to discern the body 
of Christ. 

When you discern the body of Chirst, you understand that 
He had a strong, healthy body. As the bread enters your mouth, 
it becomes a point of contact. You can hear Jesus say, "This 
is My body which was given in its fullness to bring deliverance, 
healing, comfort, and encouragement to others-My body which 
was broken on Calvary for your wholeness." Your faith is re
leased and the health that was in the body of Christ enters your 
body for your healing, that you may be in health. 

The wine which Jesus declared to be His blood represents 
the life flow that went through His being. The Bible says, "The 
life . . . is in the blood." His blood was shed for you. And you 
receive the strength of His blood and His abundant life comes 
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into you as you release your faith through the Holy Communion. 
When you eat of the bread and drink of the cup in the Holy 

Communion, remember Christ. Be thankful and rejoice. Discern 
His healthy body for your healing and health. Let the whole act 
of the Communion be a point of contact to set the time for your 
healing. As you release your faith, you will receive into your 
very being the life, the strength, the health, and power of Jesus 
Christ, Son of the living God. 

A Twentieth Century Miracle 

I have given you my personal testimony of how God healed 
me instantly through partaking of the Holy Communion as a 
point of contact. Now I want you to read the testimony of Do
reen Tyrrell. Her story is a twentieth century miracle. We see 
here a woman who was healed in her inner self, then in her 
body. As we stated in the preceding chapter, healing is a pro
cess. I used to talk about miracles happening in a moment. Now 
I am seeing more and more that the beginning of miracles hap
pens in a moment . Mrs. Tyrrell's attitudes, her ways of life 
were changed. She was dreadfully affiicted but received a mir
acle. The miracle started when we prayed for her ... but it was 
not completed till later in her own home. There she was made 
whole by the healing power of Jesus Christ. 

As you read her story, study what she says concerning the 
way she went to church, took Communion, and how at lunch 
that same day her healing was completed. She tells her story: 

"I used to sit by the fireside thinking, all I have to do is turn 
on the gas without lighting it and all my pain will be over. The 
only thought that stopped me was that I might go to a worse 
life than the one I was living. I had no hope in this life or the 
next. 

"You see, I had cervical spondylosis, sclerosis, and arthritis. I 
had been told that my disease was incurable and would only get 
worse. There was a cyst on the end of my spine, a great lump 
at the base of my neck, and my back was caved in. My spine 
was gradually crumbling. I was in constant pain. 

"For three years I had been an inpatient and outpatient at the 
hospital. They put me in traction, gave me diathermy and hy
drotherapy. Finally I was fitted with a spinal support and a spe
cial collar and sent home. No hope. 
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"One day my husband brought home a little book called Oral 
Roberts Life Story and left it lying around hoping I would read 
it. I was unsaved, but my husband was a Christian and be
lieved in God's power to heal. I did read the book and a glim
mer of hope dawned in my mind. Then one day the news came 
that Brother Roberts was coming to South Wales and only a few 
miles from my home. I decided that nothing would stop me 
from going to that meeting. 

"After this decision, my pain increased unbearably. When my 
turn for prayer came at the service, my husband had to help me, 
for I could walk only very slowly. As I got near Brother Roberts 
my husband whispered, 'Now let your faith go.' From that mo
ment I knew I was going to be healed. Somehow I felt that 
Brother Roberts' faith was linked with mine and my husband's. 
When I got to him, he asked me if I was saved. I said, 'No, but 
I want to be.' Then he asked if I believed the Lord could save 
me and work a miracle to heal my spine. I said, 'Oh, yes, I do,' 
I meant it and believed it. 

"Brother Roberts placed his hands on my head just above the 
cervical collar and prayed, '0 Lord, heal this woman's spine.' I 
tell you, if he hadn't had his hands on my head, I would have 
fallen over-the impact was so great. Suddenly I realized that 
my hands and fingers were wriggling. I could turn my head in
side my collar and all my pain was gone. I felt free-as though 
I had been let out of prison. 

"I went home and took off my collar and spinal support. I 
have never worn them since. Although my body sttll looked the 
same, there was no pain and I could move freely. I slept like a 
baby all night and my husband had to wake me the next morn
ing. I awoke into a brand-new life, not only physically healed but 
also spiritually reborn. Everything I saw or did was as though 
it were for the first time. 

"On Sunday I dressed in my prettiest clothes and went with 
my husband to his church. It was our first Communion together. 
Oh, how I praised the Lord and felt my whole being was one 
with the Lord Jesus Christ· in the breaking of the bread. How 
the folks at church rejoiced with mel It was very late before we 
got away, and when we got home, all our neighbors and their 
children were waiting to see me. It was late when we finally sat 
down to lunch. 
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"I picked up my fork, and then I screamed. My husband ran 
to me. 'Whatever is the matter?' he asked. I couldn't answer him 
because something was happening to my neck and spine. It felt 
as if there was a gentle hand on my shoulders, gently pushing 
but with great strength. And then there was an awful crunching 
sound and my spine clicked into place. I cried out and put my 
hand to the back of my neck. The lump had gone. The growth 
at the bottom of my spine was gone and my back was straight. 

"What a miracle! But the miracle was for my whole life. My 
soul was healed. My mind was healed. My attitudes were healed. 
My desires were healed as well as my body. And my marriage 
was healed, too. Our married life had been ruined by my sick
ness. We could not go anywhere together. I used to hate my 
husband. There he was enjoying life, enjoying his church, eating 
good meals. I couldn't even lift a fork. I was hard to live with 
because I was mad at him all the time. I had my own room for 
years, sleeping on a board. 

"But now we have a wonderful life together. We share every
thing. It is especially wonderful to share our spiritual life. I have 
only started living since God healed me. I was born again spiritu
ally and bodily." 

The next time you take Communion, quietly prepare yourself 
to use it as a point of contact by doing these three things: 

1) Remember Jesus Christ, the man. 
2) Commemorate and celebrate His death. 
3) Discern His body. 
If no provision is made for· you to do these things in the Com

munion service, you can secretly do them and the Lord will come 
to you and heal you. 
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Dear Friend, 

My prayer for you is that HOW TO FIND YOUR POINT OF 
CONTACT WITH GOD will help you learn that God is greater 

than any problem you have.  

H you have a special prayer request, you are encouraged to call 
the Abundant Life Prayer Group at (918) 495-7777. Call anytime, 
day or night, and a trained prayer partner will answer your call and 
pray with you.  You may also submit your prayer request by email 
at www.oralroberts.com.
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